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Captain Ricliardr^, R. N., coniidercd, yet I think this could be sur-

mounted ; but still for !i pack trail this would bo immaterial The
route along the banks of the Quall-o-hum River is very bad. Captain
Mayne, K. N., crossed the island to the south of our present track

and north of our routo from Nanalnio to Barclay Sound, and consi-

dered that a route was practicable in that direction
; but I question

whetiier the advantai^'o arising Iroin avoiding the ridge would coun-

terbalance the disadvantages of the much greater extent (<f

road, and the more wooded cliaracter of tlie country. The trail from

Victoria to Comox crosses the Quall-e-hum River close to the coast,

and an extension of this would form a tran~iiisular road conncctinir

the civilization of the east with tlic Ijarbarisin of the west coast ; the

coal miuei'S of Nanainio and the farmers of Comox with tliQ wild

savage of Nootka, KIn,y-o-quaht and Bai-clay Sounds. As it is. il is

frequently crossed by millmen f;om Alberni in a day and a half to

Quall-c-hum, from whence, by tiie Government truil to Nanaimo, the

distance is Itehve-'ii thirty and thiriy-hve nii'es.

We found two camps of the warlike Euc-Iat-aws campcil on the

Quall-c-luim, and it was witli diHiculty tliat wo rescued from their

hands an Opichesaht hunter, who had accompanied ns as li'uide.

This territory, at one time belonging to the Qnalle-hums, who are now
extinct as a separate tril)C, and their lands divided between the

Buclataws and the Comoucs, (or t^ath-lutli-) wlion; we found camped

further down the coast, on the site of thcii- old village of Saa-tlaam

or Saat-lclp, (" the place of t!io irroen leaTcs"'). I hired a large canoe

from the Ciiief of the Euclataws to take us to Xanaimo, where wo
arrived on the lUtli, and reported myself to W. II. Frauklyn, Esq.,

J. P., Chairman of tlie iJranch Coimnittcc.

On the 2(Uii, we left on hoard Ller T^lajesty's Gunboat '' Grap-

plcr " and arrived in Victoria on the lllst of October, 1804.

At the same time, I beg tc present for your satisfaction the

detailed accounts of the Expedition, and of the funds intrusted to mo

from the conuncnccment to the close of the Expedition, with ihap.s

and sketches of the whole r(nite. and objects of interest. The great

dilliculty of conreying anything prevented us to our deep regret

making a large collection of minerals, or other objects of Xatural

History, but such as we have been able to preserve, I beg to lay

before you.

Such, gentlemen, is a short, and I fear a iomewhat imperfect

account of the lal)Ours of the Expedition. The short period since

our arrival, and the almost constant engagement of my time, must

be my excuse for not, at this period, presenting to you a less concise

document, but I trust that you will allow me when I have had time

to systematise and revise and extend my notes, to lay before you


