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^o our expecflations we found plenty of

water, fo that we went over the reef with-

out ftriking, though not without fhipping

many heavy leas, which had not the vcflcrs

timbers been llrong, and her loading light,

mil ft infallibly have dafhed her to pieces.

The land now began to have a very dread-

ful appearance, fceming at the diftanc^e

we were off to be high and rocky ; but on

approaching within a mile of it, we had

the pleafure of defcrying a fine fandy beach

and a bold (hore : the fca ran high, but

not to fuch a degree as on the reef we
had already paffed. As we came nigh the

land, the water continued to have a depth

beyond our moft fanguine wifiies, fo as

to allow ws to come within fifty or fixty

yards of the (bore before we fttuck. Now
was the time for every man's apprchen-

lions to be alive, as we might expeft on
touching the fhore that the ftiip would go
to pieces. On the Brft ftroke the fiiain<

maft went out of the ftep, and on the fe-

cond the fore-maft, but neither of them
went over-board, the deal boards in the

hold being flowed fo clofe together that

the


