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GENERAL HISTORICAL ACCOUNT

RISE AND PROGRESS of NAVIGATION,
From the Earliest and moil Authentic Period of Intelligence.

AS the race of Man have been ordained by Providence for focial as well as rational creatures, it

fecms to have been the grand defign of God and Nature, that after having multiplied and reple-

nilhcd the earth, they Ihoulu hold intercourfe with each other, and thereby derive iuch nuituaj ad-

vantages, as without a miraculous intervention could never otherwife arife to any fcparatc comnuinity.

It may pofllbly be objected, that if this were really the defign of Heaven, men would not have

been Icattercd at a dillance from each other, with intervening wilds, defarts, mountains, and vaft

oceans to divide them ; but upon an examination of the difpenfations of ProviJonce, this ftcming

weighty objcdlion will vanilli. Man is a Being capable of improvement, and intended to be con-

llantly employed in exertions cither of his corporeal or mental faculties. It is for the brute creation

alone, to remain, from their tirft period of exiftence, in their wilds and forefts, till death aflimilates

them with their original duft. Man has a nobler claim, by arts enabled to remove the apparent

obftacles of nature, to vilit diftant lands, and from experience to reap advantage and ufeful improvement,

and, in all the various changes of the world, ftill to find employment for nis rational faculties, and

induftrious efforts, thereby difplaying thofe gracious attributes with which Heaven has endued him.

The prcfcnt appearance of this terraqueous globe is not that which it always exhibited : bcfides the

(;cneral deluge fo fully defcribed in Holy Scripture, we have authentic accounts of partial deluges,

dreadful earthquakes, and other phoenomena, w-nich from time to time have wrought amazing changes

on the face of the earth, by levelling mountains, elevating valleys, rending afunder vail continents,

producing new illands, burying vail trads of land beneath the ocean, and cauling the fea in other places

to retire, ;uul tlie dry land to appear. How far thcle changes may have conduced to the fcparation

of mankind in fome places, ana to the aflbciating them in otncfs, is a matter, perhaps, worthy the

difcudion of the philoiophical enquirer. Whether the various nations of the peopled earth were

leparated by fich vaft tracts of ocean in the antediluvian world, is more than we can take upon us

to determine; but it feems clear that after the general deluge,, men were fearful of trufting them-

filvcs upon the world of waters even for ages, till by flow degrees they were convincedof the utility,

when nuinbers had experienced the advantages of a certain confined navigation peculiar to thofe ages,

and were thereby encouraged to extend them.

The talk would be botli prolix and unnecclTary to enter now into a detail of the expeditions of all

the dcfccndants cf Noah, and the chiefs of fabulous tim^s, of which all the accounts are fo mixed

^\ ith fable, that it is fcarcily polTiblc for the moll accurate inveftigator to diftinguilh and ilpanite

truth from error. C)t this lort arc -the expeditions of the Cretan Jupiter againll the Sidoiiians,

of Pcrfeus into Africa .againll Medufa, with others, too tedious here to mention. The relation of

the voyage of Jafon in the Ihip Argo, faid to be the firft large velT^built by the Greeks, is likewife

immerfed in fabulous oblcurity: it is only to be concluded that the Argonauts filled under a brave

commander of the name of Jafon, to eftablilli fome bnmches of uleful commerce ;\t Colchis and cll'c-

wherc, and to clear the leas of many troublefome and dangerous pirates. //

We have every icafon to believe by the authorities of both lacrcJ and profane hiftory, that the

I'hcenicians were the firft, and for a long period of time the moft fuccclsful of tlic ancient navigators.

We find the King of Tyre, whole fubjeds were of that nation, ;illi<ling Kiftc Solomon with gold

and curious materials tor building the famous temple at Jcrufiilcm.—Though the virtue of the mag-

nt-tic needle was totally unknown in thofe days, yet it is mondly certain that thcfe bold navigators

not only coafted along the neighbouring Ihores of the Mediterranean, but failed Southward to .Africa,

and North as far as Britain, trading tor tin to the coall of Cornwall,, at a time when the exiflence

of this illanil was not known to the greater part of the nations inhabiting the continent. Tlie Af-
fvrians, Egyjnians and other ancient ftates, are reported to have had great fleets before the days of David
rirevcn of Mofes.— Ihe accounts of the naval power of Semiramis arc to be fufpeded as fabulous

;

that the I'.gypriai,.^ and lome other nations have pecn aprefented as covering the tc^as with their fleets,

may probablv have arilen from the number of Phoenician veflcls employed in their leo'ice.—The Greeks

who learned other aits from them, acquired that of navigation among the reft, and almoll as foon a-i

tliev uere formed into Hates, began to think of making themlelves relpedable for their fleets, with

which tlicv repeatedly defeated thole of the Pcrfians, nnd matlc thcmfclves maftcrs of the Eaflcrn

coafts of the Mediterranean, while the Pha-nicians were employed in tmdiiig and planting colonics

in various other parts of the world.

The famous Cartlnij' •, a colony from Tyre, from fmall beginnings rofc to high eftimation for her

naval power, by whii ii means, in a grc.it meafure fhc was enabled to contend with Rome for the

empire of the world. Hut the indefatigable induftry, unwearied application, and boundlefs thirft of
ronqucft whicli marked the chandler of the Romans, caufed them at laft to triumph. Though at

firft they were little fkiiled in maritime affairs, to which their ancient genius had not led them, yet
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