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alone is he ."ii];Ml)lc oi' i»ctt(i' tilings. All knoAvl(xl,t>(' is .yood, all

tnitli is sacrcfl. all virtue is holy, all l>eanty is adniiraltle, and

once we knrnv and I'eel this, we live and move eonseiously in i]\o

Inlinite Adm-alile. and the udod Iteeonns tlu^ law of onr life.

It ii* indeed riiLiht and nieessai-yto edneati' iVtr ] radical ends,

lait the yoini,!;' must helieve that they are working' I'oi- more than

eartldy well-l)(>ino-. \\']ien we take ]»leasu)'e in the thouuht of

ac.'()mi)lishin,e; sonu'thinu which as yet lias n(» real existence we

are under tlu' inlluence and impulse of an ideal wliich is not r,n

image of the actual. Imt rather its irototyjjc ; and the aim of

(>duca*'"U must be to make us a!>le not only to gras]) given id<\ils.

hut to 'afeii'.als of our own; for the childi-en ol' a man's own
«oul till .1 .l:\\ the deejicst and most aliiding love, and im].el

him willi 1 1 'Uihle fui'ce to give tlicni the actual existence of

which his heart and imagination make him believe tlu'y ar(>

capable. Thu.s the ideas whii-h spring of themselves in our minds

urge as to ceaseless activity, that tlun' may take sulistantial form :

and by this energy our si)iritual Ixing is developed. Our physical

wants are certainly impei-ious. and will not lie denied
; but they

are soon sati.«<tied, and unless we hearken to the ap])(.'al of the ideal

we fatally sink into a sort of animal existence. ^Ve may, of course,

make an ideal of the appetites, and seek to jjn.tvide foi' all possible

future Inuiger »nd thirst and eoml'ort by gaining ])osition, or by

hea])ing up wealth. But in such an ideal there is no inspiration.

The aid^ to iioblc life lie within us. and th(> young who dream ot

love, of virtue, of knowledge, and ofl'mne, shoultl not be turned,

like a, herd of swine, into some I'at p>asture. The school wliicli

awakens a desire of kuowledgeis better than theschool which only

im]iarts knowledge ; for t!ie young do not know. Itut only seem to

know, and unless they carry into life the l<i\(' of study they will

never become really .'ducaied. Are not the minds of innumei'able

children dwarb'd liy the |)ract ice winch compels them during llieir

early years to learn liy heai-t things which it is impos.«il»le lor

them to care for or uiKhM'stand ? And when their minds have thus

b(>en made flull and callous, we lin<l it strangf* tliat later on we
ai'e unable to ai'ouse lliem to take interest in intellectual ])ursiiils.

I«! u't our met iiod of teaching religion, which is the <iistiiictive

feature in ourscl ools. open to just criticism ? The child learns by

heart amultitndi of detinit ions, wliicli it i< imiios^ilile he should


