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lyin^ in a direct linr between Europe and Asia nearer to both continents

than the United States and possessing the finest harbors on both the

Athmtic and Pacific coasts, with immense deposits of coal in close prox-

imity to them, they must, in time, control the commerce of the world, and

nothing but a century of disunion prevented them from making equal

progress with the United States. They j)ointcd out that ocean vessels

from Europe passing up the St. Lawrence to Montreal could go nearer to

the heart of the c(jnlinent than by any United States route, while Louis-

burg, Canada's most eastern port, with one of the grandest harbors in the

world and unlimited deposits of coal close at hand, was 750 nautical miles

nearer to England than New ^'ork. They showed that a line of railway

through Canadian territory connecting Montreal with the Pacific Ocean

would be the shortest possible route across the continent of North America,

and that Canada was especially favored by the Pacific Ocean, the Japan

current carrying all vessels bound from Asia to America toward British

Columbia, They declared that the internal water system of the Dominion

was far superior to that of the United States, the most important connect-

ing links between the Great Lakes being in Canada, and that by improving

these water-ways Canadians could secure a large share of the American
export trade. In short, the\' said that all that was necessary to the

making of a might)' nation was a national policy which would develop

interprovincial and international trade by constructing railways and

canals.

So the people formed themselves into two parties, the Dominionists

and Provincialists, the one having unbounded confidence in the future

of the enlarged Canada, and holding that where the interests of one of

the provinces conflicted in any matter with those of the country at large,

the province must give way to the Dominion ; the other taking a most

gloom}- view of the future of the confederation and insisting that the

autonomy of the provinces should be restored in part, at least. Most of

the Dominionists allied themselves with the Conservatives, while the Pro-

vincialists joined the Reform.ers, and thus, while the names Dominionist

and Provincialist have never been used to designate the two parties,

the distinguishing characteristic of the one is nationalism and that of the

other provincial-ism. No review of Canadian history since the confedera-

tion that ignores this distinction can satisfactorily explain the present

situation, and no forecast of the future is reliable unless it takes this into

account.

The Dominionists have been in power at Ottawa ever since confedera-

tion, with the exception of the five years between 1873 and 1878, and while


