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the range at 8.80 a. m. was from i7« above to 16o below zero
;
at noon

the range was from 29o above to 4o below ; and at 6 p. m. ,t was from

28o above to 7 below". " On the 5th January, in the mornmg, the

weather was calm, dear and cold, the wind blew from the ""Uth-west

a„,l in the atlernoon it w«, thawing. I had already observed a the

Athab«s.a that this wind never failed to bring us clear, mUd weather,

^vhercas when it l>lew from the «i.i>osit« qualter it produced snow.

Here it is much more perceptible, for if it blows hard from the

«outb-wc»t for four hours a thaw is the consequence. To th,s cause

„,„v be attributed the scarcity of snow in this part of the world. At

The end of January very Uttle snow was on the g«,und but about thu

time the cold became very severe and remained so to the "th March^

Xn the weather became mUd, and by the 5th April aU the snow

-as cone On the '20th the- gnats and mosquitoes came, and Mr.

Xkay brought me a bunch of flowers of a pink colour and a yellow

^ln(.l.«mone^a.e»0 encircled with six leaves of a hgU

On the other Bide of the river, which was stiU covered with ce the

Plains were delightft.1- 'He trees were budding, and many plants in

Com. The change in the appearance of the face of Nature was

lZ2n as it was pleasing, for a few days only were passed ^ny

Ice t ground was covered with snow. On the 25th the river was

""nsldlrtarly all the Peace Elver section to be well suited for

raising cereals of all kinds, and at least two-thirds of it flt for wheat.

The ^il of this section is as good as any part of Manitoba, and the

climate if anything is milder.

The Thickwood country, drained by the Athabasca, has generally

ffood soil but it is wet and cold. At least one-half is good for raismg

faCnd wheat, while much of the remainder would make first-class

pasture and meadow lands.

I am not so well acquainted with the Saskatchewan section, but

from what I know of it, it has generally good soil and a climate not

unsuitable for wheat raising. Between Fort Pitt and Edmonton, there

is a tract which I consider subject to summer frosts, but it would

produce immense crops of hay. This district is the only dangerous

one in the Saskatchewan country.


