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KAST AND WIIST OK MAMTOllA

To llio cast of Minilobi, thai is lo say IjMlwtjon LalvM Superior
and Iiod Uivor,«a ctM-taiii portion of land is inlLTsected by niarslies

or rocks and is nnfil for cultivalion. Bn I wo must not snjipose
tliat this rt'f^ion is ov(>ryvvlit'rt' Hk; sann; and of no valnc Hoad
tlie roniai'ks of a tourist wiio had traversed lliat pai't of tiic

count rv

:

^' A lilllc farther, he says, than tlie Rainy Lakn, the scene
chan;^ps ami one (3nlers into th(' vaHcy of !li(^ Rainy River, Hen?,
there are no porta .qes, no I'apids, lint ;i sheet of a niagnificent water
for more thin a imndr-'d miles, llowing biHwcen ;H)0,00() and
300,000 a('r(3s of ve.LjelabIe soil, and i)order(!d by the ehn, the
pophir, ancient oak ti-ees all (Mitwiued ])y cllmbinj^' plants or th','

beautiful convolvulus, abjundiup;- with llowi?rs. Elsewhere,
there are Iai'^u3 verdant prairies. Birds innuinera])!e are j,Mth(,'rod

in this ma;,niificent valley, which we might call a deserted garden,
and wliich one leaves even with regrotin order to occupy himself
with the h'-autiful Awoi o*" water of the Lake of the Woods, with
its varied islands and tlb; magnificent panorama it presents."

They have discovered here rich gold and silver mines during
last summer.

To the west of M initoba, the piairic^s and forests arc spread
out before our gaze nntil lost to sight. The valleys of th.; rivers

Assiniboine, Saskatchewan and Peace are very fine and cajiable

of providing food for millions of inhabitants. The fertile basin

alone of the Saskatchewan, which has its source at some distance ,

from i\w Rocky Mountains and wdiich flows over a stretch of

nearly 1,500 miles, waters a vast conntry containing, it is said,

90,000,000 acres of land. At abont 200 miles from Lake Winnipeg
into which this river discharges itself, it divides into two great

branches, which '-xtend, one towards the north for a distance of

1,092 miles, and the other to the south for 1,054 miles. The greatest

distance which separates these two branches is about 300 miles.

Lord M'lton and Dr CheadU; spe;ik of this river in their work
as follows

:

"The rich prairies of the fertile basin of the S<iskatcliewan
" have an alluvial soil of three or five feet in depth and are only
" awaiting the plough. They provide pasturage without end
" which in former times fattened innumerable herds of bufialoes
" as well as domestic flocks,

" The forests, lakes and water courses present a varied land-
" scap.3, and fi'om them can be procured timber, fish and wild
" fowls in great abundance.

"' Alas ! that this magnificent country, capable of relieving
" the wants of 20,000,000 people, should be completely neglected.
" However this rich country is, it might be s lid, only a short
" distance from our gold fields in Britisti Columbia.'"


