
A Chaf About Old China and S/ieffie/d Plate.

ofliicl /'/ th,- year 17S5, enable one t.> both

idciilih- tlic factory and to accurately lix the

datt-. So, aLso, tlic three tiny equi-distant

bltniish'.s beiitath the Ch.'isca dish or plate,

takini,^ "ue back to the primitive u^.e >!' "spurs.'

for supin)rtin<; the piece lurin;^ tiie hrin<; pro

ces.-, ; .t!s . the ur.sii.spe 'ed duck-c,;^' clor

which certain pieces exhi.it nhen heid a^^unst

strong' artifieia! k.dit ; th..- carious nvM.n-Iike

di.-,cs hidd.ei; in others uiiti'- in ense HL,'iU reveals

thcni ; all the>e are in the natvwe of evidence

of the stror-est kind, anKvanliiii; to proof

positive in re!ario:i to the spccin.en un !er

coiiM'leralio!!.

The subj<-ct (4' marks natuiai'y leads one to

make retevt-nce to di/icts in cettain pieces-

defects which in most instances are moic ap-

parent tnan 'eak The writer has more than

once seen an otherui»e beautiful old Porcelain

bowl excluded from a coi'ectiou merely because

its circular form was sligiitly irre>;ular or

elijnical, the very defect, if such it may be

called, really aduiaj; to the interest ot the

piece, it only as illustratiu'^' the difficulties

experienced by the earlier potters in the

"tiirowing ' and "mouldin;,'" ot their wares.

Tlien, a<^ain, a piece miidil u-ave the thnnver s

hands in abM,,uteiy perfect f 'i.n, \et alterwards

be clian;4ed m the bakin- and, lirin:^ i)rocess,

Not infrequently a ti<^ure subject, which betore

beiu',' "tfrei" was periect in all its propor-

tions, would nnder-o .m uncalcuialed change

in tiie kiln, which would alter tiie relative


