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" The scaffold," said the servant tersely.

At the same moment high above the murmur of the

crowd came the sound of heavy resounding blows, as of

wood on wood.

Then Chris remembered ; and for one moment he sick-

ened as he walked. His father turned and looked over his

shoulder as he went with Beatrice in front, and his eyes

were eloquent.

" 1 had forgotten," said Chris softly. " God help him !

"

They turned in towards the right almost immediately

to the low outer gate of the fortress ; and those for the

first time remembered that the order they carried was for

foxir only.

Nicholas instantly offered to wait outside and let Morris

go in. Morris flatly refused. There was a short consulta-

tion, and then Nicholas went up to the sentry on guard

with the order in his hand.

The man looked at it, glanced at the party, and then

turned and knocked with his halberd on the great door

behind, and in a minute or two an officer came out in his

buff and feathers. He took the order and ran his eyes

over it.

Nicholas explained.

The officer looked at him a moment without answering.

" And the lady too ? " he said.

" Why, yes," said Nicholas.

" The lady wishes " then he broke off. " You will

have to see the Lieutenant," he went on. " I can let you

all through to his lodgings."

They passed in with a yeoman to conduct them under

the low heavy vaulting and through to the op^n way

beyond. On their right was the wall between them and the
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