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THE PUBLIC PLAYGROUND AND ITS RELATION

TO THE JUrVTENILE COLTRT

\V(> liMvr Mil old pidverl) thiit "tlio proof of tlii' pml.linn i.-< in

the .atiii}:." like most of our Aiif:lo-S:i.\on iirov.-rhs Us stylo is

tpiso :iii.l indc-niil, Init its truth is im(lciii:<i)lo. In tins nrliilo.

I sliidl on.lo:ivor to I'h'.ro before the rea.ler statistics an.l proot,

show ill-: the powerful intlueiice for tjoo.l exerted (.\er trouhlesome

boys and jrirls liy pi;l)ru- pl:iy<rrouiit!s.

I may sa%-. at the outset, tiiat the dillieulty in wiiiing :;n

nrlicie suVh as this. is not in the ohtainin;: of pn of. hut in eoiupres-

<iii.. the hn-e ;inu.unt of proof obtainable, within the limits of this

iticle Tl'ie i.lav-rroun.l movement has Ixcn estal)lishe 1 lonn

,.u"-h to enable" us to state most emphatically that it is neither

I
exiieriment. a fad or a failure, but has proven a distinct and

'

i". KL.'.'.o t,> ..f.,fr. .,wwf. omiihaticallv that it is iH'itlier

decided success wherover it has been ^iven an ade<|Uate trial.

The Father of All Crime

Some one has sai.l that idleness is the father of all crime,"

-ml Moreau tells us that •'idleness ami vafiabonda-o are almost

'•"iw-v^ with children, the source of crime." Trom the larfie number

of records 1 have studied in this connection. 1 feel (lUite safe in

<"vin" that at least SO i>er cent, of crime committed by juveniles

and %"oui,.' men is dire.^llv traceable to iilleuess. .\propos of the

abov"e,t!ie following table, compiled by th.> celebrated criminologist,

I'erriai i, is of interest
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The above shows that nnt of a i<'t:d nf 'J nmi vomml' rrinnn.-;ls

.n-J \wrc (c.mpletoly idle, with a luaxiinuin of idleness at liie a-re.

S to III \ear.s. We road thai:


