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friend thouglit it better to friame a policy
himself. And lie framned it ln sucli
sibylline ternis that everybody could
find in it, as in the oracles of old,
whatever suited bis own convictions,
passions and prejudices. And having
thus delivered hiniseif, rny hon. friend
started on a missionary four. With that
of course I flnd no fauît-quite the con-
trary. He started to evangelize the country,
sefting his sals closeiy trimmed so as f0
catch every passlng breéze. Now one wouid
expect fliat in a plafforni of flie Conservafive
party. the word 'Protection' would be writ
very large indeed. But lu tlils platforrn the
word 'protection' is wrif very small, so
smali indeed thaf If is not visible to the
naked eye. I do flot pretend, bowever, thaf
the idea is flot there. It is there, but so hld-
den that if is impossible f0 find it without
great effort. How far we are froni tle
flamboyant rhetoric of the old national po-
iicy ! The word 'protection' lias aiways oc-
cupied sncb a prominent position in fthc
councils and the poiicy of the l)arfy thaf one
cannot conceive liow ini flue document if
couid have been omitted ofberwise flan
accidentally. On fthc other baud one cannof
conceive that a document of thîs importance,
which was te be the law and the gospel and
tlic prophets of fthe party, whici was sup-
posed to confain a panacen for ail our evils,
aay omission of the word 'protection' could
have been ofhcrwise flian wiifuiiy designed.
Wliat Is flic key of fliniysfery ? The key
le thaf my lion. frlend was in a sore trouble.
In these lafer days fliere are in the ranks of
flic (onservative party profectionlets and
profectionists, just as tlie Frencli say fliere
are fagots and fagote. We know fliaf la flie
Island of Lilliput fliere were fwo rival fac-
fions-the Big-eadlans and the Smnli-en-
dians. Between theni flere arose a flerce
controversy as to how cggs to be catea
should be brokcn-whether broken at the
big end or at the smali end. And lu fthe
modern island of Lilipuf-I mena His
Majesty's opposition-thcrc are big Endians
and small Endians ; there arc big pro-
tectionists and small protectionists. There
are protectioniefs in the city of Tor-
onto aad in some other places who
wouid have the tariff raised as hîgli
as Haman's gallows, and la the west
fhcy are protectionists who would have
flic farif broughf so 10w fliaf profec-
tion wouid flot be distinguishabie froni frcee
frade. And bctweca these two factions my
bon. friead hesifafed. If lie brouglit thcm
together, lie knew flicre wouid be a terrible
smashing of cggs before they couid agree
upon tlia end on which their eggs should be
broinen. But my hon. frlead maaaged f0
give good hope f0 flic one and f0 fthe other
wlthouf commlttIag hîmeif f0 cither. Some
few years ago my hon. frlcad dld glve us
bis Idea of whaf protection ouglf f0 lie-
fliat If ouglit fo lie 1adequafe ' protection.
But if would appear fliaf, la fthe course of
time, and accordlng f0 experience, 'adequate'

protection bccamc inadequate. Therefore
under the work of commentafors. on the
party piatform adequate protection lias
given way te 'reasouabie' protection. But
wliat 18 reasonable protection and what le
unreasonable protection no cemmentator
lias yct told us, and wliere the uine is f0 be
drawn befwecn reasonabie and unreason-
able protection we are lcft f0 surmise.
My lion. friend huniscîf simpiy ignored flic
difficulty and fold us not wliat his policy
wvas, but whaf hie policy would do. 'These
tire flie words of my hon. friend.

We therefore stand for a fiscal policy wvhich
will promote the production within Canada of
ail useful articles and commodifies that can lie
advantagconsiy mnanufactured. or produced
f rom or by means of our nafural resources,
lhaving due regard to the inferesfs of flic con-
sumer as weil as te flie jnst dlaims of our
wage-earning population.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. May I ask fthe riglit
hon, gentleman (Sir Wilfrid Laurier) f0
favour mie ? Would lie kindiy read the
plnnk of the Ottawa Liberal plafforni of
1898 on finit subjcct?

Sir WILFRID LAURIER. If 1 lad if
under miy liand I would wiilingly do so.

Mr. FOSTER. Oh, you'vc iosf if entireiy.

Sir WILFRID LAURIER. No. I eau
say fliaf there was la if an absolufe denun-
clation of protection. Sir, my hon. frlead
(Mr. R. L. Bordea) lias fold us wliat bis
protection policy wouid do, but lic lias not
fold us wliaf would lie flic legisiafive enaof-
ment flint weuid perform isu miracle, In-
deeà, flue le a secret of flic gods--aud
amoag fliese gode I do nof iaclude my hon.
fricnd himself, because lie doce flot himsef
knew. He couid flot define hie policy, but
lie lias managcd f0 give hope f0 hlmi w-ho
hopes f0 sec flic farlif raised as high as
Raman's gnllows, and also f0 hlm who hopes
fiaf flic tariff wli lie reduced f0 flic lowesf
possible level ; and liofl may live lu flic
saine delusion unt il fliey become victinis of
the saine deception.

Nexf fo fthc fiecal poiicy, flic mosf im-
portant plank, If I May say so, whichli as.
been infroduced iato flic plafforni by my
lion. friend Is fliaf deaiing with flic govera-
ment owncrship of public utilities. I snid
introduced by my lion. friend, but I miust
wmflidrnw flic word, because if does not cor-
rectly apply fo flic situation. If le not my
lion. friend who lias iafroduced that ilank
lato flic piatform. Ia flue motter lie is
not flic leader, but a follower-and a
reluctaf followcr. The gentleman wio lias
introduccd thaf piank ia flic piaf form is net
flic leader of flic parfy, but site a littic lie-
10w ftic leader, and wc sec hlm (Mr. W. F.
MacJean) smiling as I speak. I muet give
hlm hie due. He leaflic leader of flic parfy ln
fdis maffer as la some ofliers also. We wcre
fold laet session fliaf lic was no longer ad-
mlffed f0 flic caucue of flic parfy. Sir, flue,
la a matter of no consequence, for whethcr


