; tations and the slanders of the
Opposition. It is not oreditable to the

Opposition that it has been neoessary for.

the Leader of the Government to expend
time and energy in showing that the acousa-
tions brought

It is now clearly seen that the ' polioy to
be pursued by the Opposition is a ' policy of
slander. - It is evidently the intention of ite
members to deluge the “country with-lies or
with half truths, which are the wors of
lies. Its Leader has opened the campaign
by a speech, the staplefof *which was cal-
umny and slander in all their bad varieties.
His organ has promptly echoed his vile as-
persions - and illustrated his shameful
methods. The Opposition hope that the
poison which they are dispensing so freely
will have time to work before the antidote

' We believe that they have bl d
- ‘egregiously. - The people of this Province
are intelligent. They will 'paturally con-
-clude-that if the Opposition could reason-
ably find fault with the policy of the Goy-
ernment they - would not descend to
abuse and 'vilification. It is only
becanse they cannot find subjects for legiti-
mate censure and criticism that they resort
to detestable personalities. It might be char-
itably thought that they are not so base and
80 mindless as to prefer slander and per-
sonal - detraction to fair oriticism of the
public acts of public men, but the course
which the Opposition have been pursuing
since the meeting of the Legislature leads to
the conclusion that its members almost
without exception prefer falsehood to truth,
defamation to argument. They have made
it necessary for the Premier to defend him.
self and his colleagues from their mean as-
persions and their still meaner insinuations ;
and it will have to be admitted even. by his
enemies that- he has performed the un-
pleasant and unweloome task in the mostb
masterly manner. .
He shows in the course of his speech that
the scandals which the Leader of the Oppo-
&ion and his colleagnes have fabricated and
invented against the Hon, Mr, Pooley—
then whom & more honorable - and
more straightforward man does not’exist in
this Province or in any other—the Hon.
Col. Baker, Dr. Davie and himself are the
products of malignant ingenuity and.of un-
principled recklessness. He _exposed the
methods of the scandal-mongers and proved

vanoes. B-ddu.itwm _advatitageons
in many ways for the Corporation to have
& large influence in the management of

fatare exhibitions, and in any Juse that it|

may be propased %o make of the exhibition
building and grounds. The present depres-
sion Is not going to last for ever, When
good times come again exhibitions will no
doubt yield a handsome return, They do so

In other cities which do not possess s many |

attractions ae Victoria.  The Association
will, we: trust, be able to pay its debt,
but if it will not, the property is good

for more money than the City ia asked to in-|

vest in it.
The proposed transaction appears to be a
good one for all concerned. If it is oconsam-

mated, the members of] the Assosiation who |-

have become responsible for a debt con.
tracted for the benefit of the ‘city  will be
freed from a huvg respongibility, and the
Corporation, besides doing this aot of jus-

» will have made an investment for which
they get ample security, -We think that

_consider the m’ntﬁr;'ﬁ:oy will see that the |

City will be benefitted by their complying
with the requestof ‘the British Columbia
Agricultural Association. .

THE BYUNEFITS OF OON VERSION.

. The Leader of the Opposition and his
second-lientenant, Mr. Cotton, did what
they could during the debate on the Budget
Bpeech to “create the impression that the
conversion of the old-Joans is a losing trans-
action for the Province. They went so far
a8 to say that the'loss on the conversion of
the old 6 per cent, and 4% per ocent. loans
into one 50-year loan at 3 per tent. would
be more than the cost of the new Parliament
buildings. They contended that the Proy.
ince will haveto give $140 of the new loan
for $100 of the 6 per cent. loan, and $125
of the new loan for $100  of the
4} per cent. loan, and that as the
loans of 1877 and 1887 would have
been paid in thirteen and twenty-three
years respectively the- province would, if
the conversion were effected, have to pay
much move than if the old loans were
allowed to run their stipulated time, This
is quite true, but not all the truth. There
are conditions - which the Leader of
the Opposition and  his lieutenant,
have not considered and allowed for. They
conveniently omit to inform their hearers
that if the whole of the two loans were con-
verted there would be a saving annually of
about $25,000, and in addition to this sum
$450,000 sinking fund would be released for

]
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SALE--A 1388-ACRE FARM

About 1000 Acres of which is Ploughable Prairie of First-class Quality,

are well bret;; a much larger herd could be farm
The Gattle place. The bunch on the hills in
many thousands of acres, and is avaﬂabfe to

All buildinps and fences about the farm arel a good order, and farming ope~ tions
can be gone on with at once ; about 180 acres og

ploughing have been, so far, pro-

2 is not severe, the land being about 1,100 feet above sea
The Chmate level ; the station was for ’:Eny yem’the winter quarters

a weeklx express in and out. Goods and
delivered in 48 hours.

Crown, and Is free of all encumbrances,
can be given.
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ines have been run
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Accused Says
Be Righ

New York, Feb. 21,
formerly manager for R.
Mercantile Agency, build]
Island Rapid Transit rail
inent advocate of the anne
to the United States, was|
charged with forgeries amo
000. He was arraigned b
tine and committed to the
of $25,000 bail. The arrest
office of Mr. Wiman’s son
8. Miller, in the Washingtg
bench warrant, issued by
soon after the grand jury }
twoindictmente charging ¥V
gery in the second degree.

Mr. Wiman expressed so
his arrest, and then asked i
any opportunity to get bai
ought to have a lawyer and
represented by council.
made by friends to get bail,
noon, but without success, nj
Wiman have counsel when H
the General sessions by the
8oon as it was known that )
been arrested, Assistant Dis
Lindsay made known the
which the indictment was
opening it says :

‘I have taken great pains
these charges for the purpose
myself whether any success
or defense of them can K
think you will agree with n
cages, more easily proved by
nezses, have rarely, if ever, b
to the authorities,

¢ The association known ag
G. Dun & Co., with which
Wiman was connected durin
covering the act complained
on January 1, 1889, but Mr.
many years previous to that
nees relations with Mr. Dan,
was not a partner of Mr. Dy
sense, Under the articles of
bad no right, title or inte
perty or good-will of the bus
thereof, for, while it was s
should reserve a certain perce
profits, it was specially Pproy
should receive only such a sy
for faithful services rendered
amount of profits should be
determining the amount of sal

It was also provided in {
the association that he shoul]
the name of R. G. Dun & Co 5

.~ regular and proper business

Mercantile Agency, and that

use the name of said associati
making, drawing or endorsiy
bill of exchange, draft, or otk
except only in endorsements of
for the account of the associati
had a right to sign the firm’s ¢
firm’s purpose only. Mr,

. is within easy distance of many of the most important
that they were not to be deterred frem evil Srridiate This smount g ted ThlS Pr Opel t’ Gold, Silver and Obal lﬂixe-nzx West Kootenay, The
speaking, lying and slandering by con- o meang. dopost pulation of this district will incréase this year by at least 10,000; the area of farm

estions s sobeile; of Denetics ot anli. | ¢ 4 per cent.and compounded for fifty years, | fang 1o very limited, and from this it may be fairly amerted that beef and all olasscs
e e T B e e | g e, flie nawloan woukd, ab th end of | of farm produce will find a and Jucrative market. The soil is the best bottom
e Y o b the agouestions |, o tinfe, amountito over THREE iuLr¥ox |Hand; sud the locality is one of , in the Province whare 50 large a piece | wi :
which were not unreasonable and trivial, FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS, “{0f good farm land can be found in one biock, A rivet runs through the property, and
were false and malicious, He, too, demon. |

a salaried man for Mr. Dan
Powers as only the contract ga
additional power to draw ¢
property of R. G. Dan & Co.,
groserty in any sense. The m|

. Dan & Co., were not hi
any sense and the profits of
& Co., not his profits,
by various acts of embezzlemd

be wogked systematically, there
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But th ¢ ad of the are plentiful and afford capital sport. Deer abound in considerable
strated that the acousers of the members of of t:e-e :12“1‘“:. v:mo‘t:::n :::h:; numbers. Bear, Vydlf, Coyote and other large game are to be found in the hills,
the Government are bypocritioal and incon-

which will require beef and farm pro-

I nﬂux Of P OPUIatlon) duce in large quantities, The limited

sistent, that they set before the people; as
offences, acts which they and their friends
did as matters of course in the transaction
of ordinary public business.

The Premier’s speech should be in the
hands of every elector. A perusal of it
will show that the political capital on which
the Opposition. place the greatest depen-
dence, is for their purpose, worse than
worthless, for it proves to a demonstration
that they are as a party devoid of truth,
honor and manly feeling.

THE ASSOCIATION'S PROPOSITION.

It will be admitied that it is hardly fair
that gentlemen who are public-spirited
enough to undertake te do hard work for the
benefit of their fellow-vitizens should be
saddled with heavy pecuniary obligations
necessarily incurred in the performance of
that work. This is the position in which
some members of the British Columbia Agri-
cultural Association find themselves to-day.

It was generally admitted that Victoria
needed a good Agricultural and Industrial
Exhibition Building, and it was admitted,
too, that annual exhibitions of the products
of the various industries of the Pro-
‘Vince would be beneficlal to Victoria.
Ia order to supply what meny felt to be a
want, the Agricultural Association undertook.
to procure show grounds, to lay them out
properly, to build an Exhibition Hall, and:

“many sacrifices of time and money on the
part of the members of the Association to
- whom it was entrusted. = The building was
erected and the exhibitions were held just
as the hard times were coming on. The
structure is a fine ofie and worthy of Vie-
toris, and the exhibitions were better than
it was generally believed could be

this city. But owing to the
depression and to “other

been incurred could not be met, and a debt
‘was contraoted.” The members of the Asso-
-oiation became responsible for a debt which
- was contracted, not for their own

KT There are two creeks recorded and belo
interest arises from the fact that it round. Limestone and brick clay are to be had in the valley,

A BONANZA |

To any person or corpo_ratlém havingtthéy capii:al and knowledge necessary to develop and work this estate,

enables - the Province to borrew in
fature at the mest favorable rate
possible for any colony. As long as these
old loans bearing 6 per cent, and 41 per cent,
interest were standing without any system-
atic attempt being made to consolidate
them, it was utterly impossible to attempt
to borrow st any rate under 4 per cent. or
4} per ocent., but as soon as a legitimate
and straightforward offer was made to
boy up these old loans very little
difficulty was found in borrowing at 3 per
oent.. This being the faot, and we are
assured that it is, the #hving made on the
last loan, which bears only 3 per cent., may
be fairly credited to the conversion scheme,
It may be seen from this that any loans

which may be required in future can |

be negotisted at 3 per cent., " and
even less. But if the old high interest
debts had not been consolidated at three
per cent. this could not be dome. The
Province wonld have to pay four per cent.
and over for the money it nseded. The
saving thus effected would unquestionably
be the result of the Government of the
Province having had “the intelligence to
see the benefits of conversion and ‘the
courage to face its difficulties. We wish to
call attention to the fact that several mem-
bers, both of the Opposition and Govern-
ment sides, had asked or suggested that the
Finance Minister should give some further
‘explanation on the cost of conversion, and
the statement made by Mr. Beaven that it

‘would cost more than the Government

building. An opportunity arose yesterday

and the Finance Minister got- up prepared

» bub the leader of the Oppo-

] party refused to hear him.

This says very little for the sincerity and

f‘ll_'mu of the Opposition leader and his
followers. :

Whgkbymﬂck,vogavaberm
When she was & Chifid, she cried for Castoria.
‘When she became Miss, she clung to Castorla,
mmmamm-.mpnmm

‘ut for the benefit of the City and the Pro. | .

given their time and their labor, and had | n

advantage of thelr fellow citi i
sy g g

-

and blacksmith shop could be run in connection with the farm.,

P. O. BOX 1s8s8.

nging to the. estate, one flows all the year J quantity hl:f really good farm land in the district to supply these requirements
makes this -

A store, hotel
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THE RESULTS OF DISOUSSION.

The Opposition has failed to show that the
Government has spent money improperly.
The strictest search, made in the most un.

single dollar has been'wrongfully expepded.
The figures which have been so cunningly
displayed to convey the impression that the
Government has been extravagant and ' that
it has lavished money on a favorite, repre-
sent the statutory allowanceafor official serv-
ices and & very mbdest and, as. we
believe, inadequate remuneration for pro-
fessional * work. The display - which
was expected to do the Govern.
ment such greal damage has dome it
much good, for it shows in the most con-
vincing manner possible that neither the
Premier nor Dr. Davie received a single
dollar of the public money that he ‘ was
not honestly entitled to. The enemies of
the Government made out the account,
They drew it up so as to place the Premier
in the worst possible light. Yet with all
 their malice, and with .all their ingennity,
they have failed to show that there is an
unfair or an improper item in that account,
In this way the Opposition have unwit-
tingly borne the very strongest testimony
to the Government’s - integrity. Though
they have delved into the public accounts
most industriously they have been unable
to unearth anything that bears the

The Opposition has signally failed to show
that the men in power have expended money
improperly, and they have mnot even at-
tempted to prove that the Government have

construction of public works. The ﬂnun
4 | oiers of the Opposition have not asserted

‘that those public works were not needed,

neither do they contend. that the price paid

e o

wirn, iy i 1|

judges, the administration of the Public
Works Department has been honest,
economical and judicious.

It is ‘freely admitted that the policy of

charitable spirit, has not ved that s |the Government has not been economical as
% 5 the Leader of the Opposition and late Mayor-

of " Victoria understands economy,  They
have not starved the public services and
allowed the public works to be negleoted
and %o get out of repair in order that they,
by raking and soraping and skimping, may
ab the end of each year be able to boast of
an apparent surplus. Their policy has been
openly and frankly one of liberal expendi-
ture.. They have proceeded on the- as.
sumption that the Province needs more
and greater improvements than can be made
out of the revenue of each year. They have
borrowed money in order to enable them to
give the - people these improvements,
This has . been ' done with the hearty
sanction “of the - people  themselves,
They know that the money ‘expended on
the improvements which the Government
have made and are making is well invested,
and that it will bring in- & liberal return,
They are, therefore, not alarmed when they
learn that the money expended by the
Government in a given year is gréater than
the sum raised by taxation in that year.
They know that it would be s0; and that is
what they intended. What they ask of the
Government is to give them all the conveni-
enceq in their power, and to get them af a
moderate ocoat. They are not afraid of
going into debt if the money borrowed is
expended in such & way as to enable them
and their children éasily to pay the debt. In
‘this the people of British Columbia are wise,
They are acting on a sound business princi-
ple. They consider that a debt is really no
burden on a property or a country, if by
‘the expenditure of the money the property
is correspondingly increased in value. This
hag, beyond the shadow of a dox f

LA ;1  the sdvan.

tage of the Government’s policy is seen in
the great and rapid -increase of its revenue.
producing ‘power.

The income of the Province has in seven

tion increased from $537,385 to $1,012,257.
This is an excellent showing and it is no
wonder that the credit of British Columbia
stands high in the estimation of the men best
able to judge of the financial standing of the
countries of the world.

This then is the result of the discussion of
the Government’s policy. The Opposition
by their attempts to malign and misrepre-
sent the Government have been instramentsl
in showing that the Government have not
been extravagant or wasteful, bat have
spent the people’s money for the people’s
good, and that under their admiaistration
British Columbia has progressed more rap-
idly, both in population and wealth, than
any other province of the Dominion,

THE MANITOBA SCHOOL CASE.

men, no maticc what their private opinions
may be on the subjeet of religious teaching
in schools, and of denominational eduostion,
will see that the Go: ent aoted wisely
in getting an authoritative decision on the
subject. It is best to have importans con-
stitational questions, such as that lately de-
cided by the Supreme Court: of the
Dominion, settled once for all at the
earliest  possible moment. To leave
them open is'%o" perpetuate disagreement
and to promote strife. When the question
is settled by the proper authority the “par-
ties to_the dispute will soon adapt them-
selves to the new conditions. :
The question is now raised whether an
appeal to the Judicial Committee of the
Privy Counoil can be made. ‘We'trust that

this will speedily be deoided, for it is impor-

1:.{_’.‘_

years of liberal and enlightened administra- |

There are many who will be pleaged to
find that the Supreme Court has come to a |
decision in the Manitobs School case, There | ¢
were some who found fauls with the Gov- |
ernment for submitting that case to the g
decision of the highest legal tribunal in}|
Canada, but we think that all reagonable |

taken out of the arena of controversy as
quickly as possible.

H the question is eventually decided in
favor of the swpporters ot the Ppresent school
system, the decision will be very far from.
being like the Jaws of the Medes and Per-
sians—unalterable under any circumstances.
Eta effect will be simply to leave the mat-
ter of  education wholly in the hands
of the people of Manitoba, TFhey will be
competent to alter the law at aBy time that
& majority of them is in favor of a change,
There are indications just now that there
are very many both in Canada and the
United States who are opposed te: the ex-
clusion of religion from the public:schoole.
Admitting that these persons are in a min.
ority now, it is not uncommon in these days
for a minority to grow in a fow years inte a.
majority, and there is no knowing how soon
this may be the case in Manitoba.
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