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Tug CANADA LustsznrstAN is published in the interests of the lumber
trade and allied industries threughout the Dominion, being the ouly re-
presentative in Canada of this foremost branch of the commerce of this
country. Itaims at giving full and timely information on all subjets
touchin. these interests, discussing these topics editorially and inviting
fr e discu sion by others,

E«pecial paing are taken to secure the latest and most trustworthy mare
ket quotatiors fr m various 3 oints thioughout tte w rld, 30 asto affurd to
the traze in Canada {-formation un which it can rely in its operations.

Snecial correspondents in Incalities of importance p esent an accurato
teport n t only ol prices and 1be condition of th- m.tk t, but also of other
maigers speciully interesting 10 our readers. But corvespondence is not
only welcome, Lut i3 invited from  all who have any informatinn to com-
municate or subjects 10 discrssrelating to the t ade orin anyway aflecting
it.  Even when we may not be able 10 agree with the writers, we will pive
them a fair opportunity for free d on asthe best means of eliciting
the truth.  Any items of inter st are particnlarly requested, for even il not
of great importance individually they contribute to a fund of information
from which general results are obiained.

Advertisers will receive carcrul ateention and liberal treatment. We
need not point out that for many the CA{MDA- Luunxau./m, with jts spes

cial class of readers, is not only an excep y rood for securing
publicity, but is indispensable for those who would bring themselves before
thenotice of that class. S lat isd d t0 ““WaxTED"” and

“For Sarg™ advertisements, which will be inserted in a conspicuous posis
tion at the uniform priceof 15 cents gtt line foreach insertion. Announce-
weats of this character will be subject to a discount of 25 per cent. it
ordered for four successive issues or longer.

Subscnbers will find the small amourt they pay for the CanADA Lus¢-
BEKMAN quite insignificant &3 compared with 1ts value to them ere is
vot an individualin the trade, oru, 3cially interested in it, who should not
be on ourlist, thus obtaining the present benefit and aid‘xng and encours
aging usto render it even more complete.

THE LABOR PROBLEM,

Tue difficulties which confront the lumber
manufacturer in respect to labor are showing no
indications of relief.  Lugging operators in
many instances are unable to obtain a sufficient
number of men for work in the woods, and the
production of logs during the coming winter
promises to be reduced on this account. Some
dissatisfaction is also reported as to the class of
labor obtainable.

The demand for labor is such that employees
are often indifferent and do not discharge their
duties as fa thfully as when employment was less
plentiful. These conditions must affect the cost
of producing lumber.

The opinion was recently advanced in these
columns that current prices are nct out of pro-
portion to the cost of producing lumber. In a
recent issue the American Lumberman takes up
this question ar 1 gives some striking examples
of the increass ' the wages of those engaged in
lumbering opera. . -s. Taking the wages paid
by alarge lnmber manufacturer in Duluth, the
increase this year as compared with 1896 is about
30 per cent., a< the following table shows :

Cratsigs 0r Lanog *18oF 1900 INCREASB.
Pilers.............. $1.62 $2.00 22 per cent,
Gradess oovvvunnen 1.37 2,00 46 ¢ e
Setters .75 2,00 1yt o
Clearing gangs..... 1.7§ 2924 21 4w
Common laborers.. 1.25 1.02% 30 ¢«

The increase in the wages of woodsmen have

been much greater, and show an increase as
compared with four years ago ol nearly 8g per

{ cent. The comparison is as follows:

Crasses or Laror  18¢8 1900 INcRRASE
Tecamsters,....$16.00 $30.00 to $40.00 88 percent.
Swampers..... 13.00 a8.00t0 32.00 1315 *
Choppers.. 14.00 28.00to 32.00 100 **
Sawyers...... 14,00 28,00l0 32.00 100 ‘¢
Graders... .. 1300 28.00t0 32,00 11§ *
Laying iron... 13.28 28.00t0 32.00 110
Chore boys ... 12.00 20.00to 26,00 76 ¢
Blacksmiths... 35.00 go.00to 6Gao.co 43 ¢
Cooks$..c.vuvvt 45.00 so.0oto 6o.00 131 ¢

We believe that in Canada there has been an
almost corresponding advance in the wages ot
the employees of the lumber trnde. This ad-
vance cannot be disregarded by manufacturers,
who must of necessity secure for their product
a price sufficient to cover the increased cost of
production. The consumer who belicves that by
waiting he will be able to purchase his supply of
lumber at lower prices will probably find that he
has been laboring under a delusion.

THE OUTLOOK.

As the exponent of the lumber industry, the
CanApA LuMBERMAN has felt an interest in the
election campaign which recently closed in the
United States, and we must confess to a feeling
of satisfaction with the result. No doubt the
prosperty which tbe country has enjoyed during
the past three yea s was a strong factor in de-
termining the result. The business interests are
now assured that there will be no change in the
policy of the Government for four years at least.
The immediate result will be the carrying out of
plans which were temporarily deferred, while the
commercial industries will continue to e.pand.

Although a political campaign in Canada does
not affect the business interests in the samedegree
as in the United States, yet it is a cause for con-
gratulation that in this country also we are now
reasonably certain of a settled policy for another
tour years. Tariff regulations are not likely to
undergo material change, and manufacturers
will be in a position to plan their undertakings
accordingly.

THE lumber trade has perhaps felt a greater in-
terest in the recent election across the border than
anyother branch of industry,as some 500,000,000
feet of the lumber product ot Canada is annually
marketed in the United States. A prospectite
glance shows the outlook for the lumber indus-
try of this country to be rather bright. Lumber
is still a large factor in building operations,
These will soon be terminated for this year, but
we anticipate that the spring of 1go1 will be the
beginning ot an active building season. In the
city of Toronto the number of vacant houses has
greatly diminished within the past year, and the
demand is such that new residences must be
built to accommodaie the rapidly growing popu-
lation. The holding of a Dominion Exhibition
in Toronto next year is likely to cause the erec-
tion of buildings on the Exhibition grounds to
cost in the neighborhood of $200,000, while the
proposed palace hotel on King street is expected
to call for an expenditure of neariy $1,000,000.
In Ottawa building operations next year promise
to be on an extensive scale, as, in addition to the
regular building, many structures destroyed by
the Ottawa-Hull fire last spring are yet to be re-
placed. A considerable volume of building is
likely to be done in the city of Montreal, not to
speak of the extensive harbor improvements

which are under way in what sy,
the conditions in these three Cilisg :
situation in the smaller eg and iy,
the country, and that we gpy
healthful revival of buuding Pty
year.

Tug consumption of lu.uber for
purposes is likely to increase,
plemeants are two of the maig branc\“
facture in which lumber is employed, .
these are in @ most prosperovs o
addition to a steadily increasing hoe
the expor. of these articles js ;
shown by the official returns issued},
partment of Trade and Commerce,

So much for the home consumptiy
dition which will characterize the wy
are less certain. It is not impmh&
United States will take from ihs s
year fully as much, if not more lumba,:
the season now closing. Sp with
market. And it is probable that othy;,
countries will increase their impons be
ada, partiy as a result of oyr exhibit ¢
products at the Paris Exposition, 7,4
African Republic will eventually be , by
potter of lumber, but the country wy
become sufficiently settled to permit g,
ports in 1go1.

Lumber manufacturers may, we ity
into the future with some degree of i
that, with a moderate output, all 8
manufactured will ind a market, an) 4
business will realize a fair marginwofp §
of the things to be guarded againstis u,
sive production.
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ELITORIAL NOTES.
To THE lumber fratermty the Canniln
MAN extends its greetings upon the 2
festive season.

HERE is a trade barometer ; “Ti
of wood pulp exported from the Doogy
Canada to Great Britain during the g
year was almost twice as great as ¢ug
preceding year.” The Scandinavian mx}
ers are gradually losing ground in t}g@
market, because of the superior qualiyd:
adian pulp. j

NEew blood from lumber circles has il
duced into the Dominion parliament tyty
tion of Mr. J. T. Schell, of Alexandne,
Mr. Gibson, jr., of Marysville, N. B. {
gentleman put into their parliamentaryes
same keen foresight and telling energy &2
characterized their business operations a8
bermen, we may expect. to sce the mars i
impress upon the work ot the ninth Pedl
of Canada, Is it too much to predité
position of the long-looked-for impet&
United States lumber ?

THE Great Northern Railway has bud
pleted. The road runs from Queb (o}
Hawkesbury, connecting with the Bocta
sysiem, over which it has running prig
Parry Sound. It passes through the ridi}
bered country on the upper reaches of thes2
that flow from Quebec into the St Lu=S
and furnishes a continuous line betw2 ¥y



