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THE LABOR PROBLHM.
THE difficulties wvhich confront the lumber

manufacturer in respect to labor ire showing no
indications of relief. Lugging operators in
many instanccts are unable ta obtain a sufficient
number of men for work in the woods, and the
production af logs during the caming winter
promises ta be reduced on this account. Somne
dissatisfaction is albo reported as ta the class af
labor obtainable.

The demand for labor is such that emplayees
are ciften indifferent and do flot discharge their
dutie't as fa thfull> as %vhen employment %vas less
plentifual. These conditions must affect the cast
of praducing lumber.

The opinion tvas recently advanced in these
cnlumnç that current prices are nct out of pro.
poîrtion to the cost of producing lumrber. In a
recent issue the %tmerican Lumbermnan takes up
this question ar 1 gives sattie striking examples
ofîthe increas- - the n~ages of those engaged in
lumbering opera. - -q Taking the wages paid
hy a large limber manufacturer in Duluth, the
increase this year as compared wvith t896 is about
30 Per cent., alz the following table shows:-
Ct.AILÇ Ob L.auraî '9W . I1I.A%m
Piiers ........... 6 S2.0o 21 pe-r cent.
Gradcnb ............ 137 2.00 46 "

Sciterç 1.75 .9.0ci 14
Cicarinmg 94119,g-- . 1.75 2.12 g 21
Commion taborers. . 1. 25 3.02 3/2 30 '

The increase in the wages af tvoodsmen have

been mucli greater, andi show an increaso as
canupareci with four years ago of nenrly 85 per
cent. The comparison is as follows :
CLàtiEs or, LAptOR 846u agora twrtsz
Tcain!,tcrs ... 6.oo $3o.oo $40.aa 88 percent.
Swfttnpers. j.oo830 28-oo tu 32.00 t115
Choppers.. 34.00 28.0o to 32.00 800
SaîvYcrs .. 34.00 28.oo la 32.a300 10
Craders. .. ij.oo, -18-010 32.00 115
Lnying irots.. 33.28 28.00 ta 32.00 si0
Cioe boys ... 3 2.00 20.0010tc 26.00 76 '
Blsîcksmtiîlîs... 35.00 50.00 10 6o.00 43 'a
Caols........ 45.00 50.001tu 6o.aa i: i

We believe that in Canada there has been an
almost corresponding advance in the wages af
the employees of the lumber trîîde. This ad-
vance cannot be disregarded by manufacturers,
who, must of necessity socure for their product
a price sufficient tai caver the increased cast af
production. The consumer wvho believes that by
waiting he will be able ta purchaso his supply af
lumber at lower prices wvill probably find that ho
bas been labaring under a delusmon.

THE OLrrLOOK.
As the expaneont af the lumber industry, the

CANADA LuuntiaRAN bas felt an interest ini the
electian campaign which recently closed in the
United States, and we must confess ta a feeling
ai satisfaction with the result. No doubt the
prosperty wvbicb tl'e country bas enjoyed during
the past three yen s wvas a strong factor in de-
termining the result. The business interests are
now assured that there will be no change in the
palicy af the Government for four years at least.
The immediate resuit will be the carrying out of
plans which wvere temporarily deferred, while the
commercial industries wvil1 continue ta e.Apand.

Although a palitical campaign in Canada does
flot affect the business interests in the samedegree
as in the United States, yet it is a cause for con-
gratulation that in this country also wve are nov
reasonably certain ai a settled palicy for another
tour years. Tariff regulations are not likely ta
undergo material change, and manuifacturers
wvill be in a position ta plan their undertakings
accordingly.

TEE lumber trade bas perhaps felt a greater tn-
terest in the recent election across the border than
anyother branch af industry,as sanie Soa,ooo,ooo
feet of the lumnber praduct ot Canada is annually
marketed in the United States. A praspecti% e
giance shows the outlook for the lumber indus-
try ai this country ta be râather bright. Lumber
is stili a large factor in building operations.
These tvill selon be terminated for this year, but
we anticipate that the spring ai 1901 îill be the
heginoing ai an active building season. In the
city of Toronto the number af vacant houses bas
greatly dimiaished wîthin the past year, and the
derriand il, such that new residences nmust be
built ta acammiodaie the rapidly growiog popu-
lation. The holding of a Dominion Exhibition
in Toronto next year is likely ta cause the erec-
tion of buildings on the Exhibition grounds tai
cost in the neighborhood of $2ob0,oooa, while the
proposedl palace hotel an King street is expected
ta cali for an expetîditure of neerly $z,aoao,oao.
In Ottawa building aperations next year promise
ta be on an extensive scale, as, in addition ta the
regular building, many structures destroyed by
the Ottawa-Hull fire last spring are yet ta be re-
placed. A cansiderable volume of building is
likely ta be done in the city af Mantreal, not ta
speak of the extensive harbor impravements

,TEIM C-n-IVAM.& IITXMIBMiLISZL

%whicii are under way in titat City. el,
the conditions in these t hrce cii
situation ini the smraller , te n
the cauntry, and that %%.e aî
lîealthful revival af btstiIîng pn.
year.

THE cansuimptian Ofiumbe fol
purposes is likely to, incrvase. r.um;t,
plements are two af the tunbranM,
facture in wvhich lumber ki empoyeA.,,
these are itn a most Pto'.perou, 0j
addition ta a steadily increasing ho,~
the expar. af these articie , s
shotvn by the official rettirns issu 1d
partment of Trade nnd t..ommtrce.

Sa mucît for the home consumplîk
dition which will characterizt the W.
aire less certain. It is flot iniprobibt
United States will take froni this o.
ycar fully as much, if not more îr~
the, season now clositig. Su %wIth ùt
market. And it is probable tit othu
countries wvill increase their imlirs h.
ada, partly as a resuit or aur exhiutd
products at the Paris EIrosiion. ijk
African Republic will eventually be a
pat ter of luniber, but the country wU M
become sufficiently settled toapermitod
parts in 1901.

Lumber manufacturers may, %we i
into the future wvith soine degree ai
that, with a moderato output, ail îte
manufa«ct»ted will find ai nmarktet, ana
business wvi realize a fair margin-otprc
af the things tai be guarded againstis a
sîve production.

EDITORIAL NOTE.
TO TflB lumber fratcrnity the CA.wjqD

NiAN extends its greetings upon the a
festive season.

HERE is a trade barometer ;"h
of wood pulp exported fromn the D2
Canada ta Great Britain Juring the bil
year was almost twice as great as d-
preceding year." The Scandinavian
ers are gradually losing ground in tk
market, because of the bbupetrior quaffÎ2d
adian pulp.

NaEv blood from lumber t-ircles hastoi
duced into the Dominion pýtrliamentbyiý
tion af Mr. J. T. Schell, tif Alexanda 5 f
Mr. Gibson, jr., of Marybville, N. B. 1l
gentleman put into their parliamentarya
satie keen foresight and telling energy li
characterized their businessb operatiom a,
bermen, we nlay expec. tu bue themart d
impress upon the work ot the o:nth F
of Canada. Is it too mu. a ta predki6
position af the lang-loaked.Cor impod4
United States lumber ?

THE Great Northern Railway lias bts
pleted. The rond runs fromn Qtueb«ef
Hawkesbury, connecting wzîîu the BocIIH,
syssem, over which it has rtinning pm4
Parry Sound. It passes through tberUêi
bered country an the upper recaches of tttta
that flowv froin Quebec into the St. l1?,
and furnishes a continuous line bel!.~


