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CORFORATE SEALS.-CON;CERNING THE RIEADINGOF MANY Boorcs.

be held liable for the contract being held
invalid for want of a seai. The very
recent case of Beattie v. Lord Ebury
(Notes of the Weck, Aug. 10, 1872>,
before the Lords Justices of Appeal, is
entirely opposed to any sucli notion. The
case suggestod by Lord Hatherley, of a
contract without seal under whioh. an en-
tire railway was mnade, we thinir would be
almost certainly within the principle of
the South of Ircland Colliery Company
v. Waddle (L. Rep. 4 C. P. 617), where
Lord Chief Justice Cockburn, in deliver-
ing the judgment of the Court of Exche-
quer Chainher, spoke of the old rule "las
-a relie of barbarous antiquity," and ro-
fused to re-introduce it by disrogarding a
long series of decisions in which it had
been held net to apply to corpora-
tions or conipanies censtitutecl for the
,purpose of trading, and whore the contract
was necessary for the purpose of such
-corporations or comparuies.

Se in the court bolow (18 L. T. iRep.
N. S. 403 ; L. IRep. 3 C. P. 474), Mr.
Justice Montague Smith, says :-" The
modern doctrine, as 1l undertand it, is,
that a company which is established for
the purpese of trading nlay make ail sucli
,oontracts as are of ordinary occurrence in
that trade, without the formality of a seal,
snd that the seal is required enly in mat-
tors of unusual and extraordinary charac-
ter, which are net likely te arise in the
ordinary ceurse of business." It would
thus appear probable that ini the case put
by Lord llatherley, the contýa-ctor would
baye an adequate remedy at law, and on
that ground would be precluded frein me-
semting te equnty.

.Assuming, however, thiat frein the
special constitution of th-e dofendaut
company, or froin the genemal law, the
plaintiff is without legal remody, it ap-
pears te us that hoe is net entimely without
an equitable remedy-net indoed on the
contmact, but under the head of equity,
stated in paragrapli 22 of Mm. Shelfomd's
book on Joint Stock Cempanies, second
editien, viz, :-"l That companies which
have deived benefits fmomn de'alings on
their bohaif, beyond their pewems, or on
wbich they cannet bo sued at law, or
fer some other easen, are liable in e3quity
te recoup the persons from. whern they
have derived suchi benefits, te the extent
they have bonefited; "-a proposition
amply suppemted by recont autherities.-
The Law Times.

CONCERNINÛ TIHE READING 0F
MANY BOOKS.

Hoebbes, of Maimesbury, used te say
If I had read as inany books as other

persons I should, pmobably, know as
littie ;" and the saying had a sermon ini
it which we have, most of us, been very
slow to learn. We road tee many books,
and especially is this tmue of lawyems and
law students. We ememiber te have
seen a "course of law reading for stu-
dents," recommended in serne old book
which, it was reniamked, Ilcould ho accoas-
plished in about ten years," and te an
edition of Wynne's Eunomus there is
prefixed a "lplan of reading for special
pleaclers " that irakes one's head ache
simply te contemplate. Sucli a legal
ground plan is net unlike iRobinson
Cmusee's goat peu, se large as te give himt
as littie pmopemty in lis fieck as thougli
hoe had ne peu at ail.

And the worst of it is that most law
students pursue their studios, or rather
reading, fer it is net study, niucli on the
saine principle. One book aftom anether
is gene threugh hastily, rnechanically,
little romnembered and less undemstood,
and after a certain tirne they cerne te the
bar with ne clear, well-defined knewledge
of auy tbing. In thinking of the aver-
age law student's caroor, ene is eminded
of Swîft's witty momark, that the meason
a certain univemsity was a learned place
was, that semne persons took some learn-
ing there and few brought auy away with
them, se it accumulated.

A late loarnod professer in a law school
used te reniiark te his classes that any man
who, knev the contents of thmee books,
whicli ho nained, weuld ho a botter law-
yer than thore was in the State ; and we
de net doubt hoe was correct. The usual
rnethed of a law student is te read seriatim
iBlaclistene, and Kent, and Groonleaf, and
Washburiu on Real Propemty, and Parsons
on Ceutmacts, and works on Practice, Bilhls
and Notes, Partnorship, Easeinents,
I)emestic Relations, Pleadings, Commer-
cial Law, Agency and what net, until ho
lias a sufficiont srnattemîng te enable hîm.
te pass a nieagme exaiînation and taire his
place at the bar. But after ail this, how
mach does lio really kuow, as a mbl, on
any one of the subjoots named? Cetaiuly
netinach. New, had hodevoted all lis
tirne te carefuhly readiug aud me-reading-
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