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A F'TER rending a hook likeý titis it is
of ono>s intrt i it. 0f oulrsethr
mnay be highi-brow persons, secure in
theI ir selfimginedý( supe)(riorityN, who

wolutread suelh a book; they- wouild
repuidiate it loftily-, mnavbe with a1
Frencvh shruig, and Pasa, oný. But mnost
ordiuary mnortals, do rend sueli books
as tis,, the tyethat Mr. W. A.
Fraser fias madeitt peuialis owni
in lits achievemnent through "Bull1 Dog
Carne %"*.

Th11 -Ridiri' Kid front Powder.
RiLvtr'* is at yartu about ak waif lad(
p>elked upl on the prairie, rescuied
front a rezirerdn master,
and taken to) live on a littie farm11 with
a mari who breomes as at fit ber to himi.
Whein the foster father is, killed, the
lad( deen ii hi, hecomes fihe id
in*' Kid', and bas adventure-(s of file
tyici(al Wetreevariety, eventulaill
miarrying the girl (if the story-.

What is it about suchl a yarn that,
leýads biisiniess mnen, teachers, preýacb-
eýrs, lawyers anid even professors to
read it? For such dIo read it. Many
Nluich have beeni caught with this kind
Of book on divin. [in a word, people-
re-ad these stories because they like
themn. And people like them beause
the imagination along one linre of its
exereise, tire eaisalong the lune of
pelWmiell phYsical even.rtfiliness, is
free as the prairie wind. People like
to be able to travel (in imagination)
with a good horseuian along lines of
prairie trait. They' like to be in the
roon (in imagination) where the
sinoke wisps writhe and twist and
where the guni play is quick-they like
tire pictuire of a mnan cowing a bunel
of other men "-by the sheer power of
luis personality, and o! his will". The
thrilling thing dwelt upon ia the
strength of thre one strong mai, and
sumehow (the story is always so play-
ed) tire debilitating aid unpleasant

thilig of the weakness: o! the teu cow-
ards is always eliminated from aliv
po.sition o! importance from whiceh it
outld distress the reader.

Suelu book-s justify themnselves. We
iloi't wanit always to watch Hardy or
Biennet or Conirad put the knife iii.
We even get tired of Wells's hilarious
brandishings, ever on the edge of oper-
ating uipon the body politÎe. Whern
we get tired we turn to "The Ridin'
Kid from, ?owder River" and ilis
mates,
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THIIS is a book of liglit, enter-.Ttaininig sketeis o! big imen in
Great Britain, beginning ithf Lloyd
George and including -Asquith, Bal-.
foinr, Earl Grey, Lord Milner, Cien-.
eral Smuits, Horatiû Bottomley, Lord
Nor-theliffe, Walter Long, L ord
Reaverhrook, Winston Churehl i, Sir
Edward Carson aid Bonar Law. lt
wvill be notieed that the list coritains
thre names o! two Canadians-.îord
Beavierbriook and Bonar Law. The
sketches are more in the natuire of
sidelighits titan searching studies, but
nevertheless they reveal the subjects
in the light of an informed observer
and are altogether unusually enter'~
taining appreeiations o! character
and avievement.

MARE NOSTRUM
By Bu,.SCO IBANEZ. Toronto. -J. M.

Dent and Sons.

B LASCO 1BANEZ drove into Cant
ada behind "The Four Hios

menl of the Apocalypse". It is jus
possible that lie nlay ride out again
on "Mare Nostrum" (Our Sea). Th
first is a speetaeular book. Its titJe
alone evoked ixterest. Its ea
physical. eveutfuiness fed aid man-
taixued tluat iuterest. As a hree
study it is negligible. The book i
not 'a novel of lite'. It sqse
neitluer subtle and revealing nls,
nor fiue gradations of insighut. u


