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Eaters, and possibly it is a natural reaction 
after the war.

Perhaps there is even a biological necessity 
for the aversion to old-fashioned work that is 
apparent under all flags. Possibly we might 
find analogies in nature that would cast a light 
on the subject. Let us consider the case of the 
bees — which moralists persist in pointing to 
for our emulation. Every bee-keeper knows 
that when a hive of bees takes to robbing 
other hives its usefulness is ended. Robber 
bees, that have once learned the ease and delight 
of plundering the accumulated stores of other 
hives, will never go back to the drudgery of 
gathering their food from the flowers. They 
will go on robbing until they are destroyed in 
battle by hives that are able to protect them­
selves or until they have starved in the midst 
of plenty because they refused to work. I do 
not know whether Fabre or Maeterlinck has 
studied the degeneracy and downfall of a hive 
of bees that has taken to robbing, but it would 
be worth their while.


