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Laws were not a new Code, but a revision of the

old customary law of the nation. But since his

time much light has been thrown upon tliis sub-

ject by eminent writers on the philosophy of his-

tory and on the history of the Jews.

Many of the points here mentioned have been

mentioned before in various works ; but the au-

thor is not aware that the question has been

placed as a whole exactly in the light in which

he wished and has here endeavoured to place it.

In this discussion the authority of the Penta-

teuch is taken for granted on both sides. In

using, therefore, the common language on the

subject, the author is not presuming to pass any

opinion upon the questions respecting the date

and authorship of the Books which divide great

Hebraists and theologians, and which, he is per-

fectly aware, can be decided only by free in-

quiry, carried on by men learned in the subject,

with absolute faith in the God of Truth.
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