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It Is with extreme regret we leam that he has recently been compelled to dispose
of his establlahment at Wappatoo Island to the Hudson's Bay Company, who, it is

but Justice to say, have, according to his own account, treated him throughout the
whole of his enterprise with great fairness, friendship, and liberality. That com-
pany, therefore, still maintains an unrivalled sway over the whole country washed #

by the Columbia and Its tributaries. It has, in fact, as far as its chartered powenv
pennit, followed out the splendid scheme contemplated by Mr. Astor when he^
founded his establishment at the mouth of the Columbia. From their emporium of
Vancouver, companies are sent forth in every direction, to supply the interior
posts, to trade with the natives and to trap upon the various streams. Thei
thread the rivers, traverse the plains, penetrate to the heart of the mountains,
extend their enterprises northward to the Russian possessions, and southward t

the confines of California. Their yearly supplies are received by sea at Vancouver,
and thence their furs and peltries are shipped to London. They likewise maim
a considerable commerce in wheat and lumber vdth the Pacific Islands, and to th(

north vrith the Russian settlements.

Though the company, by treaty, have a right to participation only in the trade of
these regions, and are in fact but tenants on sufferance, yet have they quietly
availed themselves of the original oversight and subsequent supineness of the
American government, tr establish a monopoly of the trade of the river and its

dependencies, and are adroitly proceeding to fortify themselves in their usurpa-
tion, by securing all the strong points of the coimtry.

Fort Qaorge^ originally Astor^ which was abandoned on the removal of the,

I factory to Vancouver^ was renewed in 1830. and is now kept ' up as a t8WH!881
p5!H MKI llliUittt|rKouiiie. All the places accessible to shipping nave Deen {SESI^^obR
session of, and posts recently established at them by the company. mJ
The great capital of this association, their long established system, their heredl-

tary influence over the Indian tribes, their internal organization, which makes
everything go on with the regularity of a machine, and the low wages of their

people, who are mostly Canadians, give them great advantages over the American
traders; nor is it likely the latter will ever be able to maintain any footing in the
land until the question of territorial right is adjusted between the two countries.

The sooner that takes place the better. It is a question too serious to national

pride, if not to national interest, to be slurred over, and every year is adding to the

difficulties which environ it.

The fur trade, which is now the main object of enterprise west of the Rocky
Mountains, forms but a part of the real resources of the country. Beside the

salmon fishery of the Columbia, which is capable of being rendered a considerable

source of profit, the great valleys of the lower country, below the elevated volcanic

plateau, are calculated to give sustenance to countless fiocks and herds, and to

sustain a great population of.graziers and agriculturists.

Such, for instance, is the beautiful valley of the Wallamut, from which the estab-

lishment at Vancouver draws most of its supplies. Here the company holds mills

and farms, and has provided for some of its superannuated officers and servants.

This valley, above the falls, is about fifty miles wide, and extends a great distance

to the south. The climate is mild, being sheltered by lateral ranges of mountains,

while the soil, for richness, has been equalled to the best of the Missouri lands.

The valley of the river Des Chutes is also admirably calculated for a great gracing

country. All the best horses used by the company for the mountains are raised

there. The valley is of such happy temperature that grass grows there throughout
the year, and cattle may be left out to pasture during the winter. These valleys

must form the grand points of commencement of the future settlement of the
country; but there must be many such enfolded in the embraces of these lower
ranges of mountains which, though at present they lie waste and uninhabited, and
to the eye of the trader and trapper present but barren wastes, would, in the hands
of skilful agriculturists and husbandmen, soon assume a different aspect, and teem
with waving crops or be covered with flocks and herds.


