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ingratitude alone could wound his spirit; and he felt assured

that when the truth came to be known they would blush to

find how greatly they had wronged him. With this proud

assurance he bore all present indignities in silence.

Bobadilla, although he had the admiral and Don Diego

in his power, and had secured the venal populace, ielt

anxious and ill at ease. The adelantado, with an armed
force under his command, was still in the distant province of

Xaragua, in pursuit of the rebels. Knowing his soldier-Uke

and determined spirit, he feared he might take some violent

measure when he should hear of the ignominious treatment

and impri&onment of his brothers. He doubted whether any
order from himself would have any effect, except to exasper-

ate the stem Don Bartholomew. He sent a demand, there-

fore, to Columbus, to write to his brother, requesting him to

repair peaceably to San Domingo, and forbidding him to exe-

cute the persons he held in confinement; Columbus readily

complied. He exhorted his brother to submit quietly to the

authority of his sovereigns, and to endure all present wrongs
and indignities, under the confidence that when they arrived

at Castile everything would be explained and redressed.*

On receiving this letter, Don Bartholomew immediately

complied. Relinquishing his command, he hastened peace-

fully to San Domingo, and on arriving experienced the same
treatment with his brothers, being put in irons and confined

* P. Martyr mentioDS a vulgar rumor of the day, that the admiral,

not knowing^what might happen, wrote a letter in cipher to the adelan-

tado, urging him to come with arms in his hands to prevent any violence

that might be contrived against him; that the adelantado advanced, in

effect, with his armed force, but having the imprudence to proceed some
distance ahead of it, was surprised by the governor before his men could

come to his succor, and that the letter in cipher had been sent to Spain.

This must have been one of the groundless rumors of the day, circulated

to prejudice the public mind. Nothing of the kind appears among the

charges in the inquest made by Bobadilla, and which was seen, and
extracts made from it, by Las Cusas, for his history. It is, in fact, in

total contradiction to the statements of Las Casas, Herrera and Fer-

nando Columbus.


