
would also supply for them the most exclusive market in the

world, without the intervention of a Custom House Officer.

Railways would forthwith be constructed by American
capital as feeders for the great lines now approaching our

frontier : and railway enterprise would doubtless be as

attractive and prosperous among us as among our neighbours.

The value of our agricultural implements and many of the

necessaries of life, such as tea, coffee and sugar, would be
greatly reduced in price.

The value of our timber would also be greatly enhanced
by free access to the American market, where it bears a high

price, but is subject to an onerous duty. At the same time

there is every reason to believe that our shipbuilders, as well

at Quebec as on the Great Lakes, would find an unlimited

market in all the ports of the American continent. It can-

not be doubted that the shipping trade of the United States

must greatly increase. It is equally manifest that, with

them, the principal material in the. construction of ships

rapidly diminishing, while we possess vast territories, covered

with timber of excellent quality, which would be equally

available as it is now, since under the free trade system our

vessels would sell as well in England after annexation as

before.

The simple and ecorromical State Government, in which
direct responsibility to the people is a distinguishing feature,

would be substituted for a system at once cumbrous and
expensive.

In place of war and the alarms of war with a neighbour,

there would be peace and amity between this country and
the United States, Disagreements between the United

States and her chief, if not only rival among nations, would
not make the soil of Canada the sanguinary arena of their

disputes, as, under our existing relations, must necessarily

be the case. That such is the unenviable condition of our

state of dependence upon Great Britain , is known to the

whole world, and how far it may conduce to keep prudent

capitalists from making investments in the country, or

wealthy settlers from selecting a foredoomed battle-field for

the home of themselves and their children, it needs no
reasoning on our part to elucidate.

But other advantages than those having a bearing on our
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