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seeîu te be goiie, jii the assuniption tliat
the provinces are financially unanble to raise
-the iiioney necessary te do road-building.
There is certainlv ne evidence et tijat. Ili
auny even.t, whatever nIay be the case iii
souie et the othier provinces, I know- the
West well enough te say that they are able

«ke raise sufficient rnoney, te, meet the te-
'quirements; and I arn sure that Ontario
and Quebec are in an equally strong posi-
tion. Net only is this true, but -somne prov-
inces are in a position te obtain .non ey at
a better rate ef intere-st than the Dominion
Government proposes te pay.

I think there is a good deal in the argu-
nient of the honourable gentleman from
Mlicdleton ('Hon. W. B. Ross) -that while
wc have the constitutional authority per-
haps to build roads or to aid in the build-
ing et moade, that is a porwer which should
be very charily exercised. To rny mind
t'nere is ne analogy between this legisiation
andi that concerning aid te agriculture or
technical educatien. There are other con-
siderations that apply te both et those
public questions %vliich differentiate theni
entirely frei the question of building roads.
Surely nothing is more provincial or muni-
cipal in its chgracter than the construction
et roads.

It bas been assumed, I think very wrong-
Iy, by some et thos-e who are se ablv
advocating the expenditure et this money,
that those who are opposinga the Bill are
oppDsed te the construction et good roads.
I arn as strong an advocate et good roads
as anybody in tlîis House, and as long as
I have been in public li!e 1 have alwavs
advocated the inost generous appropria-
tions by the legisiature in which I liai1
the honour te sýt for the construction and
proper maintenance et good roada. If on
this occasion we hvld befere us absalute
proof of the inability et the provinces ta
raise the necessary maneys, wve would bave
one basis whicha might te sorne extent war-
rant us in advancing these meneys te the
provinces for the purpese et enablîng thein
te build roa<ls; but we have net had such
proof s.

Again, it is stated elsewhere that the pro-
vincial subsidies are net adequate. Ie niy
opinion they are net. I have perused ail thbe
eperts ef the varieus interprovincial con-

ferences that have been held for many years
pnast and in my opinion the provinces have
made eut a very geed case fer en increase cf
provincial subsidies.

Han. Mr. PRINGLE: Then why not assist
the provinces?

Hon. Mr. WILLOUGHBY.

Hon. '\r. WlLIOÙGHBY: If 1 want to
g ve aid, 1 xxiii -ive it direct. If I were in
favour of giving the provinc s larger
aniounts than they new roceive because of
their greater requiremients I w-ould advocate
gi .i n g themi in the proper censtitutional
way by increasing the provincial sub.3idies.
I do think that in consequence of the
growthi ef the Dominion revenues, as
conipared with the revenues of the provin-
ces, the time has perhaps arrived-in tact,
I arn satisfied that it has arrived-for a
reconsideration of the question of provincial
subsidies. If it is necessary to increase
thern, I would give the money to the prov-
inces to be expended in their own wvay.

So. as I have 'said, becausp we do not'
auprave of this nieatsure it is flot to be
inferred that we are nat ahaolutely in
favour of the maintenance of good rotds.
I quite concur in what bas beïn said in
the eloquent speeches of the Ministei ot
Labour (Hon. '.%r. Robertson) and the
honourable menib-?r for Pepl (Hon. Mr.
Blain) as te the ecen.omîc advantages to be
derived frem the building of goôd roads.
The M«\inistýer et Labour deait with the
emiljvment ef labeur, and I recagnize his
peculiar fitness te deal with that phase et
the question. I. de not wiah te place my
views in this respect dîrectly in opposition
ta those of the henriurable gentiemin. He
lias had much wider eppertunities ef study-
ing the requirements of labour. But we
aIl, at least we frorn the West, have had
some oppertunities et seeing what the re-
quirements of labour areatthe present tirne.
In the Prairie Provinces there is at present,
and there bas been for some time, a
-le rthi ef ag-ricultural labour. There is on
t1îe farms et Saskatchewan and Alberta
pienty ef employment for the class et per-
-. uIS %Vhe would work on the roads. Tliere

no need te find thern employnîent by a
rouiidahout way. As a inatter et fact, the
,1.-ersion et labour te the building- et roads
ionly robbing the farmers et the labeur

tîtev need. 1 have been urging upon thie
Goverrent, net lately, 'but betore their
r.îîlway policy for the present session was
forimed, and have aise been urging upon

oý' Canadian Pacifie Railway Comnpany, the
extension of branch lines et railway iii the
Prairie Provinces. 1 arn glad to say that
1roni the great Canadian Paciftic Railway
CL)nipany I had a very kindly audience
anîd found en tijeir part a willingness te
hujît any lines for which they could get
Q1ifficient iiaterial and labeur; but. the
oiit'standing objection made bv t1ieni. ie the


