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pies to-day. This war will go down in his- sections and parties in the face of a coin-
tory as one in which. the overseas dominions mon danger. Few things have 'been more

recognized without discussion or hesitation gratifying than the common front pre-

that when Great Britain was at war those sented by political parties in Great

dominions likewise were at war; that Britain, who a few days ago seenied to

Great Britain's obligations were their obli- be on the borders of civil war, but who

gations whether offensive or defensive; and within twenty-four hours forgot ail their

that the duty was theirs to march in7 step differences and stood shoulder to Bhoulder

with the armies of the empire whithersoever ready both to attack and repel the common

that march might lead. enemy. It is likewise gratifying that

The present situation is unique not onîy within our own boundaries political

in our actual relations tu the empire but divisions have been forgotten, party strife

evenmoreso in thus settling for some has heen silenced and a united people

tieven nioeatte uue elis f seek to outrival eaoh other in responding

timed etlas th me. Èfuui soulte ns of to the cails of empire. In view of what

past the future of Canada proved a pro- Governmen po the delaamutiont of the

lifte theme for discussion and thouglit. Gvrmn pntedcaaino a

Conatitutional students have worked out was to respond to the sentiment and will

time .and again the national destiny that of the people so irresistibly expressed

would .be most advantageous for the future throughout the whole of Canada. This we

of Canada. Much has been said and writ- have done.
ten pontheinexedincyof Cnad in While the situation whieh faces the

eny upon te inxpedin ofe Canada*in empire has been brought about without

tian way heig inove iuon he complexi- Canada having had a constitutional voice

tuies havd oniicsofeurpea dhiplombjcas therein, yet we accept the situation as

iliitsr havel oinue d h ssot ase freely and as loyally as if the reaponsi-

if wit h Canere pueyoeofld reason, ne bility had been entirely our own. We,

itsell from the -sentiments and traditions thereGove roen inhmetn dthi ation

of the -empire and map out for itself a the hi state of a in tnwhih nteoea-

constitution and a national career entirely ciisis plce s a dutyf porintwhed t not

apart and distinct front the ties that piei lcd sadt one u o

to he reenttie *avebond t o th by the Governinent itaelf nor by any
oempre en t-have isusa d t ngthen political party, but by the people thein-
eryprer n have seruseaa, wethean selves. Canada finda itself as a part of
Canad sopeld invlv eritse in he con- the empire in a state of war with Ger-

Canadasho of noei inthe contie -u many and Austria-Hungary. sWe, accept
fluets and wars o ntecnietbtthe situation with equanimity. While we
suddenly as a boît fron the blue Eng- make no comment that we had not a voice
land's declaration of war has aroused the i rnigi bu e eve h

whol ofCanaa t acton nd freditssituation with precisely the same sati-s-
patriotism as if we were part and parcel faction as do the people of Great Britain.
of 'the United Kingdom. The reaponse This is another manifestation of the same
which has been made front the Atlantic national sentiment that is found in the
to the Pacifie is not the response of the very heart of the empire.
Government of Canada nor of any politi- Probably no good purpose is to be served
cal party, but the irresistible sentiment byattempting to discuss the causes which
and will and voice of a united people. It have lead to the present war, owing to
is in an swer to this sentiment that this the complexities of the European situa-
special meeting of Parliament has been tion which for some years past have placed
called; it is in response to, tii spontan- the most extraordinary strain upon the
eous outburst of loyalty and patriotism getpwr nbidn.u hs ai
to the empire that we are about to pro-grapoesibulngpthettnc
ceed to consider the measures to be sub- armaments which daily threatened to con-

mitted to Parliament. vert Europe into, a shamblea. It has been

When war's alarms resound through- apparent for some time that the strain

out the nation it is surprising hoffl had about reached its «lnit. The abso-

seemingly petty becomte mani? aubjeots lute refus-al of Germany to caîl a hait in

and concerna of party warfare. It la grati- its armaments, notwithstanding the pacific

fying to note how trivial and auperficial approaches made fromt time to time by the

are the differenees that have divided great other powera to secure its consent te, dis-
parties and how easily united are ail armament, constituted auch a menace as


