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House
: tha w
write t not less than 27 letters were

I'Sel:ll ;\0 me upon the subject by mem-
ters, b the other House. I say 27 let-
three ol‘t fSOme of them were signed by
Were ,inr 1our, or five members. and there
Cations all 27 signatures ; those communi-
same were all couched in much the
tion of :ﬁmﬂ, protesting against that asser-

is | e leader of the Government iu
had ng Ouse, and stating that the writers
that, 0ver expressed such a feeling, but
that thq the contrary, they were anxious

e 1o eir Provnpce and nationality should
rOvi[r)‘resented in this House. Now the
Memb e of Quebec being entitled to 65
12 ofel'S, and it being the fact that 1o or
hation 1t_hat nurhber belong to another
it wil} atl) 1ty,and speak the English language,
Memb € apparent, if you take away those
ers belpngmg to the Liberal party,
orWhO did nor sign those letters, that
aSSerti2 7 members protesting against that
Tepreson of the leader in t}us_ House,
Fl'encinmd a very large majority of the
Tepre speaking Conservative Members
th Hentmg the Province of Quebec in
Whett, ouse of Commons. I do not know

will €r the leader of the Government
Tecollect that ?

Hon
Tecolle
gentle
rOse)_

en?%’}' Mr. TRUDEL—It was at the
Minis, the Session that I went to the
letters er of Justice with this bundle of
“Of Y which I showed to him. He said,
letter Ourse I do not want to look at the
S and T perfectly take your word ;
l‘ighfgy there are 26 or 27, and it is all
on, do not recollect whether that
but ifgentleman looked at every signature,
o anyone should deny the existence of
Ctters or throw the slightest doubt
€m, they are still in my possession,
dollbtcsan be produced to satisfy such
we ml.ls.t' ur position therefore is this—
O, hay: In this House either remain silent,
reeq !;g vindicated our rights and then
Presen; O give a tacit consent to the
anOkedStatg of things, that consent will be
be ¢.: 4 28aI0st us in the future, und it will

St
Noy, that F:»,'e have a precedent ; you say

iven ¢ ‘ench representation should be
0 you on the Treasury Benches—

- SIR ALEX. CAMPBELL—I do
Ct having been told that by the hon.
man from Del.anaudiere (Mr. Belle-

why, my dear sirs, custom, habit and usage
are against you. You see that for 10, 12
or 15 years you thave not opened your
mouths to raise objection, and not having
done so you have, by your silence, in effect
said that you agreed to this state of
things—you have virtually confirmed it”
Such, I say, will be the consequence if we
remain silent, and in expressing our views
upon this or any other question the House
must remember that each of us can only
do so in his own way. My hon. friend
from DelLanaudiere has his own way of’
stating his opinions, and that may differ
widely fromthe manner of his neighbor, the
hon. Senator from Alma The majority in
this House should remember the position of
the poor minority here,—those who are
descendants of the men who 120 years ago.
fought, in the proportion of one against
twenty in this country, and for what ? Not
to save their money, but for a principle
which was dear to them,—to save the in-.
fluence of their race. It may be consider-
ed by many that they were wrong, and it
may be, urged that the great majority in
this country believe it would be more in
the interest of the Dominion if we could
bring about an assimilation of races, and
that the sooner we can succeed in abolish-
ing the use of the French language the
better for the country. But, on the other
side, if that minority, who by their bravery’
have obtained solemn treaties from the
Mother Country, that all those rights.
which we vindicated here should be forever
preserved,—if, I repeat, that majority be-
lieve that it is necessary not only for their
race, but in the interest of the whole
Dominion, that its nationality snould con-
tinue to exist and to exercise all those
rights guaranteed to it, their wish cannot
be set aside. When confederation took
place our French Canadian statesmen
took great care to have embodied in the
British North America Act the stipulation
thatall these privileges should be preserved,
and that the Province of Quebec should
have the same representation in the Senate
of the Dominion as the Province of
Ontario. The Constitution is there to
show that we are to have the same power
in this Chamber as the Province of Ontario
exercises, but we find that to-day Ontario
has three representatives in the Govern-
ment in this House while no representation
has been granted here to the Province of



