
Oral Questions

introducing last week a bill that included literally 100 amend- [English]
ments toi the Criminal Code to improve and modernize it. Hn ly xoty(iitro ua

The hon. member raises the question of capital punishment. Development and Minister of Western Economic]1
We ran for election hast year on a very specific platform in cation): Mr. Speaker, one thing of which the hon.justice matters. This government, instead of Iooking at poils as should be aware is that the speciflc program for o1der Nsuggested by the hon. member, is concentrating on fulfilling a joint federal-provincial program mun by both hevels c
those comniitments. ment.

Mr. Jack Ramsay (Crowfoot): Mr. Speaker, the former Any changes we would want to contemplate would 1
governiment that refused to listen to the people is now sitting done in close consultation and co-operation with the p
with two people in behind us. 1 suggest that he should be It certainly would be one of the major agenda itemsi
listening to the people. pin-sue during our discussion of social security reforr

My supphementary question is this. In light of the shooting [Translauion]
death of Toronto police constable, Todd Baylis, and in view of Mr. Michel Daviault (Ahuntsic): Mrn Speaker,the consistent public deniand for the return of capital punish- minister tell us if he agrees with his colleague, the niement, would the minister be willing to support a binding Saint-Lonard and government whip, that POWA s'referendum on capital punishinent, tying it in with the next universal and have no eligibility criteria for laid offfederal election to elimiùnate the cost?

[Englishl

0(1440)Hon. Lloyd Axworthy (Minister of Human Ri
Hon. Alian Rock (Minister of Justice and Attorney Gener- Development and Minister of Western Economic Il

al of Canada): Mrn Speaker, let me say two things. First of ail cation): Mr. Speaker, as the hon. member points out, thi
we were elected last year on a platform which diti fot include the member's coninents came froni our chief whip. 1 havi
restoration of capital punishment. over my 22 years of parliamentary experience neyer tO

with the chief whip.
As recently as seven years ago the House debated capital

punishment at length and on a free vote decided it should not bec *
restored. That is the first observation.

GREAT LAKES SPORT FISHERYSecond, the hon. member speaks of consistency. 1 would ask
hum to be consistent. He has referred to the tragic case of last Mr. Roger Galiaway (Sarnia-Lambton>: Mr. SMO
Thursday ini which a police officier was shot to death. Prelimi- question is for the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans.
nary indications are that the weapon used in that inurder was a The fishing industry on the Great Lalces is usedhand gun thnt was stolen froni someone who owned it lawfully milo nergeats$blinti$4ilonntuand had it registered. Now if that is flot further indication of the milliont nrseneae $200 ll ion job$ ilin.Jlneed for gun control, I would lilce to hear what is.suprsom7500fi nejb.
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