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The Miramichi has made another great sacrifice in this
budget: the loss of Canadian Forces Base Chatham. The closure
of this air base, which has been a part of our community for
over 50 years, means the loss of 240 civilian jobs, nearly 700
military ones and more than $50 million to our local economy.

We all recognize that the Department of National Defence is
being reduced and must be made more efficient. Unfortunately
for the Miramichi this cutback is at a time when our pulp and
paper industry is in recession and our mines at Heath Steele are
closed due to low base metal prices.

Therefore 1994 is a turning point in the future of our region.
Our people are ready.to meet the challenge of developing a new
economy. However we will need full co-operation and assis-
tance from both the federal and provincial governments.

The Premier of New Brunswick, the Hon. Frank McKenna, is
working hard to rebuild the Miramichi. As a member of the
government I too will devote my energies in this direction so as
to create a new future for our people.

Canada must be represented throughout our nation. I strongly
believe our government must be decentralized with the govern-
ment departments and agencies spread across this country. If
Canada is to survive all Canadians must be part of this great
enterprise.

Canada and the federal government must not be portrayed as a
great bureaucracy located in Ottawa and several major cities. It
must reach out to our nation and to all Canadians in every region
of the country. They all must enjoy the fruits of their participa-
tion.

Chatham, New Brunswick with its community college has
assumed leadership in the electronic highway with distance
education and multimedia learning. In this age of electronic
communication any government department, provincial or fed-
eral, could easily be located in our constituency.

In recent years the underground economy has been a major
loss of revenue for both the federal and provincial governments.
It is my belief that many Canadians have joined this economy
because they believe our governments have been guilty of two
serious offences: overtaxation and unwise and imprudent spend-
ing of their hard-earned dollars.

As members of the 35th Parliament we together have an
opportunity to correct the situation. It is important that each of
us work with our constituents and with the civil servants of this
country to see that moneys are not wasted and the people of
Canada receive good value for their expenditures.

Waste must be eliminated. Efficiency must be improved.
Above all fairness and equity must be the order of the day.

The Budget

Everyone must realize that avoidance of taxes and misuse of
funds is literally robbing one’s neighbour. It places a heavier
burden upon those honest people who support the government.

Civil service budgets must not be seen as an amount that must
be spent but rather as a guideline that should not be exceeded
and hopefully a measure that can offer savings. Those with
philosophies that budgetary amounts must be exhausted by
March 31 each year cannot be left in positions of responsibility.

In October the people of Canada told us they wanted a new
system, that they were tired, angry and frustrated by the meth-
ods, attitudes and behaviour of the former government.
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This budget begins a new agenda. Members on all sides of the
House have an opportunity to create a new type of government, a
new atmosphere. Let us hope we can work together to improve
our nation and everyone’s tomorrow. We must not lose sight of
our goals or we become waylaid by the bureaucracy that
surrounds us.

The challenge is great, but we can work together to achieve
our goals.

Mr. Philip Mayfield (Cariboo—Chilcotin): 1 am very
pleased to stand with my Reform colleagues and take part in this
debate and speak on behalf of the riding of Cariboo—Chilcotin.

The Cariboo—Chilcotin constituency rises from the south of
British Columbia to the high plateau of the central interior. Its
approximately 103,000 square kilometres lie between the crest
of the coast range mountains and Wells Gray Park.

Cariboo—Chilcotin has long had the reputation of being one
of the last frontiers. What newcomers today call highway 97 is
still remembered as the old Cariboo wagon road. This was the
route that was first designed in the last century by the Royal
Engineers to carry the wagons of the miners to the gold fields
and the ranchers and their families who opened up the country
for the people living there today.

Cariboo-Chilcotin is also home to the Chilcotin, Carrier and
Shuswap aboriginal people. They are an integral part of the
diverse cultural plurality found in this constituency today.

Every year communities throughout Cariboo—Chilcotin
celebrate their heritage. The city of Quesnel has its Billy Barker
days. Williams Lake holds the Williams Lake stampede. Lil-
looet has ““Only in Lillooet™ days. The town of Barkerville has
been restored to how it used to be in the old gold rush days. I
could go on but suffice it to say the entire riding remembers our
pioneers and celebrates the way of life these pioneers left for us
to continue.

Today the lumber industry has taken the economic lead.
However the independent attitude, self-reliance and earthy



