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The petitioners humbly pray and call upon Parliament to
ensure that the present provisions of the human rights code, the
Canadian Human Rights Act and the Charter of Rights and
Freedoms prohibiting amendments to indicate societal approval
of same sex relationships, homosexuality and the undefined
phrase sexual orientation remain in force.

EUTHANASIA

Mr. Ed Harper (Simcoe Centre): Mr. Speaker, pursuant to
Standing Order 36 I wish to present two petitions today on
behalf of the constituents of Simcoe Centre.

The first is on the issue of euthanasia. The petitioners request
that current laws regarding active euthanasia be enforced.

HUMAN RIGHTS

Mr. Ed Harper (Simcoe Centre): Mr. Speaker, the second
petition is requesting the Government of Canada not to amend
the Canadian Human Rights Act to include the phrase sexual
orientation. The petitioners are concerned about including the
phrase sexual orientation. Refusing to define the statement
leaves the interpretation open to the courts, a very dangerous
precedent to set.

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT

Mr. John Finlay (Oxford): Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Stand-
ing Order 36 I have the pleasure to present the attached petition.
It has been signed by 4,801 of my constituents.

These petitioners draw the attention of the House to the
following: that everyone has to be accountable for the mounting
debt burden; that members of Parliament should demonstrate
self-restraint to the citizens by cutting back on their lavish
pensions; that the qualifying time period for an MP’s pension is
far too short; that the eligible age to receive an MP’s pension is
much too young; that by MPs setting such an example of
restraint the tolerance of the citizens would be more forthcom-
ing.

Therefore your petitioners call upon Parliament to enact
legislation to change this pension plan.

GUN CONTROL

Mr. Paul DeVillers (Simcoe North): Mr. Speaker, I would
like to present two petitions from Simcoe North totalling 100
petitioners supporting the status quo with regard to firearms
ownership.

[Translation]

The petitioners ask the government not to impose any new
restriction regarding firearm acquisition certificates. They also
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ask Parliament to instruct the judicial system to implement
current laws more strictly.

[English]

I believe we should all focus our attention on the real root
causes of crime which are embedded in discrimination, poverty,
familial dysfunction, inadequate parental responsibility and a
myriad of other socioeconomic problems rather than focus on
firearm control, the effectiveness of which is very questionable
at best.

[Translation]

While the safety of our communities concerns us all, I think
that the problem is put out of proportion. The fact remains that
Canada is no more violent as a society than before and that
criminal acts against people are not increasing uncontrollably.
To instill fear in people’s mind without any regard for the facts is
despicable.

[English]
LEONARD PELTIER

Mr. Peter Adams (Peterborough): Mr. Speaker, I have a
petition from more than 400 persons from all over Ontario
collected by people in Peterborough riding which concermns the
extradition of Leonard Peltier from Canada to the United States.

These petitioners point out that the information provided at
the time in the mid-seventies with respect to Mr. Peltier’s case
was fabricated by the U.S. authorities and that since that time
new information has emerged that indicates that Leonard Peltier
was not guilty of the crime for which he has spent the last 18
years in prison.

Therefore these petitioners request that Parliament hold an
external review of the 1976 extradition hearings and that Mr.
Peltier be brought back to Canada for asylum.

I am pleased that in response to this and previous petitions the
Minister of Justice is conducting a review.

GUN CONTROL

Mr. Jim Hart (Okanagan—Similkameen—Merritt): Mr.
Speaker, today I rise in my place pursuant to Standing Order 36
to deliver two more petitions on the subject of gun control.

The petitioners are seriously concerned about the lack of
respect the government is showing for the integrity of law-abid-
ing responsible gun owners. They are opposing further legisla-
tion for firearms acquisition and possession and call for strict
guidelines and mandatory sentences for the use or possession of
a firearm in the commission of a violent crime.

I concur with my petitioners.



