HOUSE OF
Admission of Tubercular Refugees

movement to this country of a third group of
tubercular refugees and their families.

Hon. members may recall that as a part of
Canada’s contribution to world refugee year,
a $600,000 special fund was set up for the
movement to Canada of these refugees and
their families. One hundred families—344
persons, of whom 100 were tubercular—
came to Canada in December of 1959 and in
January of this year. Because of the rapid
integration of that group, a second group of
39 families—209 persons, of whom 111 were
tubercular—was admitted in June,

The refugees who came to Canada in the
two previous movements have been so suc-
cessful in adjusting themselves to the Cana-
dian environment, and in becoming perma-
nently established in our communities, that
the majority of them are well on their way
to becoming self-supporting. Our representa-
tive in Geneva has been consulting with the
United Nations high commissioner for refugees
about the continuing problem of the tubercu-
lar refugees who still remain in refugee
camps in Europe and the difficulty of arrang-
ing emigration facilities for them.

Since a workable procedure has now been
developed here for rehabilitating these fami-
lies, and since the period of treatment and in-
tegration has proved to be shorter than was
originally estimated, the government has de-
cided in principle to admit a third group of
tubercular refugees, and is urgently under-
taking the necessary consultation with the
provincial governments, most of which have
co-operated generously in the two earlier
movements, Because of the rapid settlement
of the two previous groups, a balance of the
$600,000 special fund has not been spent and
would remain unspent at the end of this
fiscal year. It is out of this residue that the
expenses of the third group would be paid.

I am sure, Mr. Speaker, that hon. members
will agree that, as Canada has already made
so substantial a contribution to world refugee
year, it would have been unfortunate if full
advantage could not be taken under this pro-
gram to reduce still further the number of
handicapped refugees who remain in the
European camps.

Hon. L. B. Pearson (Leader of the
Opposition): It seems clear, Mr. Speaker, that
the humanitarian arrangements that have
been in effect for the reception of these
tubercular refugees have worked out very
well. We on this side of the chamber warmly
welcome the extension of this arrangement
for which, in fact, we need not as Canadians
take too much credit, because this is a debt
that we owe to these people. In addition, as
the minister has pointed out, this particular
extension does not cost us anything extra.

[Mr. Green.]

1026

COMMONS

Mr. Erhart Regier (Burnaby-Coquitlam): On
behalf of our group, Mr. Speaker, I should
like to express our pleasure at the announce-
ment we have just heard. We are happy indeed
to learn that the process of rehabilitation of
those admitted under this category has been
so rapid. I should like to assure the minister
that it is our opinion that anything being
done in this line and anything that may be
planned in addition to the measures he has
announced will be heartily welcomed by the
Canadian people.

THE SENATE

MEASURE TO PROVIDE FOR APPORTIONMENT OF
WORK OF PARLTAMENT

Mr. Frank Howard (Skeena) moved for
leave to introduce Bill No. C-56, for the
reformation of the Senate.

Some hon. Members: Explain.

Mr. Howard: This bill is complementary to
the one which was passed on December 16
this year, namely Bill C-11. Its purpose, along
with that of Bill No. C-11, is to apportion the
labours of the two chambers so that each
house may have an expanded opportunity to
be the more assiduous and attentive to its
especial legislative duties, public or private
as may be the case, and so promote and
expedite continuing improvement in parlia-
mentary efficiency. It seeks to put into effect
that portion of the Tory election promise
portfolio which dealt with the reform of the
Senate.

Motion agreed to and bill read the first
time.

STARRED QUESTIONS
UNEMPLOYMENT PERCENTAGES, 1949-59

Question No. 36—Mr. Mcllraith:

What was the number of unemployed for each
year 1949 to 1959 inclusive, measured as an annual
average percentage of the civilian labour force?

Hon. George H. Hees (Minister of Trade
and Commerce): Mr. Speaker, the unem-
ployed measured as a percentage of the civil-
ian labour force, annual averages 1949 to
1959 inclusive are as follows:

ROEY o vsasives sl voaa e niale v ki a s sae s 238
BTGB oo siurosloie sisiois sincert sts Ryl ore sk g s a s ane sl unnta 3.6
8 o s M SRR Rt s e e S e 24
1052\ .icievuiensiannsiesnsinosasnssesis 29
L A T e e R e s 3.0
1954 .l iaiBevidlainsesshonnsinneniis 46
P e e R R S R S R 4.4
b L IR S R SRS i e 34
L e R R R S T SST Rs 4.6
1968 .oviiiieviiiniiiiisnsncenssasisoenses 7.1
BOBG o Tiaih e ooia o oo .6 Sl e an & Simiasissle & s e 'einlote 6.0

Annual averages were calculated from the
results of four quarterly labour force surveys



