
APRIL 9, 1937 2827
Supply-Labour-Farm Emploi/ment Plans

Labour bas not laid down sehedules of speciflo
wages with respect to any of these agree-
ments. The undertaking is that fair wages
shall be paid, and "fair wages" bas been inter-
preted as being the prevailing wage in the
province or Iocality where the work is being
done. In connection with the special supple
mentary works in British Columbia I believe
provision was made that single unemployed
men should be located on the work.

Mr. MASSEY: A few moments ago the
minister stated that Ontario had objected to
participating in this scheme. In view of the
experience of the past year I arn wondering
if the Ontario government had changed their
minds and if they would now like to corne into
the scheme.

Mr. ROGERS: I amn unable to answer that
question at this time.

Mr. MASSEY: In the opinion of the minister
this scheme is a success, particularly from the
point of view of permanently locating these
lads who have gone on the farm. When intro-
ducing the item -lie said hie feit that many of
these lads would regard their experience as an
apprenticeship. If these young men stay on
the farm, what steps are being taken to see,
that the farmer does flot take advantage of
tbe fact that tbey are content to remain?
A farmer might keep them on at the low wage
they are now paid when otherwise hie would
have to hire another man for the summer.

Mr. ROGERS: After consultation with the
provincial governments we have madle a spe-
cial arrangement whereby this plan bas been
extended through the inonth of April. Other-
wise, it would have ended on March 31, that
being the expiry date of the agreements.
Through the provincial governnients, the em-
ployment offioeu and the radio we have made a
special plea for farmers to keep these men on
at the going wage. We have asked the
farmers to increase their staffs of f arm Iabourers
wherever possible during the summer. Every
effort is b>eing made to ueo that these men are
given continued employmient. As I have said,
it hias been arranged that the men remain on
-the farms during the nxonth of April without
allowanoe to the farmer during 'that period.

Mr. MASSEY: Will the province of Ontario
again be consuited before the coming winter?
Most of the farms in Ontario are dairy farma
and thus there iu almost as much farmn labour
required during the winter as there is during
the summer. This is not the case witb the
vaut majority of the farmus on the prairies. It
seems to me tha-t if this plan 'bas worked out
sa-tisfactorily in the western part of the
dominion, it would work out even more satis-

factorily in Ontario. Will further representa-
tions be madle ta the Ontario government in
this connection?

Mr. ROGERS: I can assure my bon. friend
that the matter will receive further considera-
tion during the summer months.

Mr. DOUGLAS: Do I understand the min-
ister to say that unless these men are absorbed
by fairmers at the end of April they will then
be out of jobs? That is practically w'hat it
means. The minister says that every effort is
being macle to have these men absorbed by
the farmers, but tha-t is impossible as far as
the drought îvrea of Saskatchewan is con-
cerned. The sanie tbing will probably apply
to ýthe rest of the province. The farmers have
been able to talce on these men with the assist-
ance of the government, but the average
farmer will certainly flot be in a position to
pay for a hired man until bis crop is harvested,
whicb wilI not be until the fail. In many
instances the goverfiments are .fu'rnishing seed
and feed and fuel so that the farmers may put
in their crops, and it would be 'impossible for
theee men to ire labour.

Mr. ROGERS: I do not make the statement
in just ithe ternis suggested by my lhon. friend.
I did say that normally the agreements would
have terminated on March 31, but after con-
sultation with the provincial governments the
dominion government decided to renew the
agreements for the mon-th of April. In the
meanwhile a concerted effort is 'being madle to
seo that the men who came under this scheme
are given employment by the farmers during
the seeding season. We are in continuous
consultation with the provincial governments
with regard to this matter and hope to be
able to deal with the situation as it develops.

Mr. DOUGLAS: The minister says that
every effort is being 'made, but lie does not
tell us anytihing of the nature of the effort.
Would it not be possible to continue the saine
plan through the 6ummer months until harvest
time? Otherwise these boys will simply flock
to the citios.

Mr. BLACKMORE: Has there been much
demand for these boys? Can it be safely said
that a place can be found for any man who
wants to go on the farm? Have all farmers
who expressed a willingness to participate in
this scheme been furniuhed witb men?

Mr. ROGERS: I cannot answer that ques-
tion finally. I do know that when the plan
vas first put into operation the number of
applications went beyond the number of men
who coùld be plaoed. I would think that with
the hopes for good crops which exiat in west-


