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women tho righit ta vote, my hon. friend
would not be bore.

.Mr. BUREAU: The wamen* prevented the
opposition of the friends of my right hou.
friend.

Sir ROBERT BQRDEN: My right hon.
friand, I believe, la distressed by lother
f eatuaes of 4ihart enaitment-afnore eoncerned
by them. than hoe ever was by any desire that
the mon éoverseas ehould vote. But I do not
intendta enter in-to sny discussion of what
took place et the lest session; we shall have
enough ta occupy ourselva with at the
priesent session. So, let thait past attend ta
itself. Let us go ahead and do our duty in
tihis Parliament as it lies before us.

My right hon. fri-end ventures ta aay ta
*me ithat partisan returning officers and
enumerators were appointed. I have been
in this House for nearly twenty-two years,
1 have passed tihrough six general electiona,
and I neyer passed through an election tihe
irethoda of which were net discusaed and
criticised, at the firet session of -the follow-
ing Parliament, i[by the party 'whloh loat.
But 1 have neyer h'eard any hon. gentleman
go so f ar as my right hon. f riend ýhek gene
to-day. I want to tell hian that I issueïd a
statement, which, was circu1-atedbth.rough the
press of Canada near and far, asking that
the returning officers should select enumera-
tors oS .both political parties, end th-at equal
representation shouid ba gîven te all
interesta ln the country; lu that »elebtion,
and in tihe selection of returnlag officers
thbemselves, I endeavoured so far as I was
"ble,' to have 'tbat principle carried
out. Tha~t Is tihe firsit time sueh a course
was evier pursued in Canada. The leader of
the Opposition would neyer have dreamed
of _doing it. Mon within the sound of iny
'voîie have came ta mie mole than
once sud complaine.1 tihat by reason of the
appointment of returning officers and enum-
oratoré opposed ta the Government ithey
h.ad lesýt hundreda of 'votaaýand their election
to this lieuse had been endangered. I ven-
ture ta gay tRihat alace the his1bory of this
Confederation there neyer was an election
in' Canada conducted more f airly and
decentiy thon the -recent one.

*Somielion. MEMBERS: Oh, oh.

*Sir ROBERT BORDEN: Posibly the
eubject whidh excites the mirthi of ny bon.
friande is -tho denial of free SPeeoh in mOme
p,&t- ciÂ bhe country. My right boin, friend
hai referrod ta ta .supposo& onspiracY ta
defet Mr. Oliiver. By whomn doos lie aflege
thattfhat gonaepiracy was made or os.rried on?
He .l1as said odtiher too littie or LOO muOh.

If ho dm a ey charge to bring agadait the
Goverament, oir aga.inat amy member of the
Goverumenit, Se agaistL any official et the
Governmenft, let liJ.x go furtther and make
his charge and we Ëlhall thave it invoatigaied.
TJbaI lithe way to deal wliff oucih rnatters,
if my rigiht lion. iriend bo-anything -,te
compla.ia of. Re regaTda the defeM ito
Mr. Oliver -as due tiô a com"airacy, because
in threee polling ci-vddsoins, I ehink, out of
about 150, eome .alieged irregu1arities m.ay
bave taken place. I have just beein in-
formied that ballots enougli for ail the
voters upon -the liet were plaeed at the
polis to wihich mty rigfht -hm. f rieind has
alluded, and thet those who came and de-
manded ballots 'wer, in niany insitainces
at least, persons who were nuit upoin the
liait. I kneiw nthing of this mnetter and
heerd nothing about it until my Taght hon.
fniend alluded ito dt. As I bave said, if xny
right hon. f ie'nd. wantte tany investigation
juto tne miatter, tthe courts acre open ti him,
or the prooed!ure of this -House Is open ta
hlmi.

My rigiht hon. friend, mse fit -ta suggest
that <there has ibeen sinte plot or conspiracy
in cosineotion, with Tho voting of esoldiere
in Canada, and he even ineauate%-and I
hope he willl permnt me ta sa y tihiat I think
the insinuation was unwoirthy of h.im-tha-t
meni were put i k-hak laii order that elec-
tie'ns might ha won. As I understand the
majteir, the sitemenît of the Miniister of
Militia, and Defeinie to wbh.ih my Tight hon.
friand alluded, did not include the men ini
hospitalis, the returned soldliers, the sol-
diers home on letave; àt included ocly thoe
ivlo, had been raised -ad rTeoruilted in Can-
ada in order tlhat they iiht proeetd over-
,seas, and therefore the supposed anomaly
ito whi-eh iny riglit ilon. friend alluded-
might easdly have. been cleared'up if, lie 'had
en fit ta make a littie Surther inquiry.

I do not lcnow ais ta tLhe cries wbîih lie
says were usold lu somie parts of the coun-
try. There xnay 'bave been cries haro ýand-
thorei thiat werie unwo-ntbly. llhere was no
quehl coey put ýforward on bohaîf cf the ýGov-
ernment, eo. far s I know, edther bore or
overiseas. I do not think nxy right hon.
friend will find it -iui Ii Ïheart ta eay, that
the overeeas men voted in ýfavour of the
Government and agiainst lm by reasosi of
any compulsion or pressura put uponxv them.-
Tihey are -mon who wo'uld kee'nly- reeont any
ariaînpt -ta place compuiston, uipon them. I
believe tibat tbey voted againt my riglit
honi. friend beeausqe -Vhey &ttr-ibuted to -hima
'some sudh spirit as tihat whiehý I founfd r-un-
ning throuh his speeeh,!a spirit wbieh ivt-


