Canada is a strong and responsitle member cf the
international community. Our strength and our
responsibility make us all the more aware of the need for
cooperation with other countries, and especially with cur
friends and allies. Cooperation is necessary not only in
defence of our own interests but in defence of the cormon
interests cf the internaticnal community. Cocperaticn adds
to our strength and in no way diminishes our scvereianty.

The policy of this government is to offer its
cooperaticn to its friends and allies, and to seek their
cooperaticn in return. : -

V'e are prepared to explore with the United States
all neans of cocperation that miqht prcrote the respective
interests of toth countries, as Arctic friends, neightours, -
and allies, in the 2rctic waters of Canada and Alaska.

The United States has teen rmade aware that Canada wishes to
open talks on this matter in the near future. Any
cocperation with the United States, or with other Arctic
nations, shall only e on the tasis of full respect for
Canada's sovereignty. That tco has been made clear.

In 1970, the covernment of the day barred-the
International Court of Justice from hearing disputes that
- night arise concerning the jurisdicticn exercised by Canada
fcr the prevention of pollution in Arctic waters.

This covernment will remove that tar. Incdeed, we
have today notified the Secretary General of the United
rYaticns that Canada is withdrawinc the 1970 reservation to
its acceptance of the campulsory jurisdiction of the VWorld
Court.

The Arctic is a heritage for the people of
Canada. They are determined to keep their heritage entire.

The policy of this covernment is to give full
expression to that determination.

¥We challenge no established rights, for none have
teen established except bky Canada. We set no precedent for
other areas, for no other area campares with the Canadian
Arctic archipelago. Ve are confident in our positicn. Ve
believe in the rule of law in international relations. Ve
shall act in accordance with our confidence and belief, as
we are doing today in withdrawing the 1970 reservation to
Canada's acceptance of the compulsory jurisdicticn of the
t'orld Court. We are prepared to uphold our position in that
Court, if necessary, and to have it freely and fullyv judged
there.




