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Works in Wuhan. NASIA Group of Toronto 
signed a letter of intent to undertake construc-
tion of the Jing-Huai Expressway project. And 
Reichmann Asia Company Ltd. established 
a joint venture with Beijing STRONG Hi-
Tech Development Corp. 

The list of deals signed is long, and encompasses 
some unusual and innovative undertaking. 
For example, Pacifie Entertainment Group 
Inc. of Toronto will be building two indoor 
ice sports facilities in Chongqing, Sichuan 
Province. Vickers & Benson Companies of 
Toronto will co-produce 26 English-as-a-
Foreign-Language television programs in 
association with China Central Television 
(CCTV). Maple Oil & Gas Inc. will operate 
gas stations in association with Ninhai United 
Petroleum Development in Guangdong 
Province and Davey Internafional of Stoney 
Creek, Ontario has secured a leadership posi-
tion with its pre-engineered metal buildings. 

Clearly, in the aftermath of the Team Canada 
visit, trade volumes are prepared to truly soar 
towards the goal of $20 billion in two-way 
trade by the year 2000 announced by Prime 
Minister Chrétien during the Beijing signing 
ceremony. 

But Canada-China trade is hardly an ovemight 
success story. The historical roots of Canada-
China trade are deep. In the early 17th centu-
ry, long before there was a People's Republic 
of China or a nation called Canada, settlers in 
New France were already exporting ginseng 
to China. But trade was mostly just the desul-
tory exchange of fur and lumber for textiles 
until the modem era of Canada China trade 
relations began in the 1960s. 

It was wheat that first truly brought Canada 
and China together. Since the 1960s, Canada 
has provided China with more than one hun-
dred million tons of wheat, worth billions of 
dollars. And Canada continues to be one of 
China's most reliable and consistent suppliers 
of high quality grains. But the dynamics of 
Canada's trading relationship with China have 
created whole new vistas of commercial 
exchange opportunities for both parties. Thus 
while Canadian cereals exports to China grew 
a solid 36 per cent in 1994, this amounted to 
only 30 percent of total exports, down from 
68 per cent in 1979. 

The face of the future of Canada-China rela-
tions is already taking shape—and will have 
very different features. For example, Canadian 
exports to China of telecommunications and 
electrical equipment grew by 48 per cent in 
1994. Meanwhile, China's exports to Canada 
also had a new look, with sales of sophisticat-
ed manufactured goods increasing dramati-
cally. Canada's imports of Chinese electrical 
equipment were up 50 per cent in 1994, and 
machinery was up 62 per cent. 

nouvelle tour de télécommunications à 
Chen-du dans la province du Szu-chuan. Un 
autre contrat de coentreprise a été conclu 
entre AGRA Industries Ltd. de Mississauga 
et Bridge Machinery Works de Wuhan. 
Le groupe NAS1A de Toronto a signé une 
lettre d'intention portant sur la construction 
de l'autoroute de 	Reichmann 
Asia Company Ltd. s'est, quant à elle, 
associée avec /a STRONG Hi-Tech 
Development Corp. de Beijing dans le 
cadre d'une coentreprise. 

La liste des contrats signés et des accords 
conclus est très longue. Ainsi, le Pacific 
Entertainment Group de Toronto compte 
construire deux patinoires couvertes à 
Chongqui dans la province du Szu-chuan. 
Vickers & Benson de Toronto produiront 
26 émissions de télévision d'anglais comme 
langue étrangère en association avec la 
Central China Television. Maple Oil & Gas 
Inc., de son côté, exploitera des stations-ser-
vice en association avec le Ninhai United 
Petroleum Development dans la province 
de Kuang-tung tandis que Davey 
International de Stoney Creek en Ontario 
s'est assuré une excellente position dans le 
secteur des structures en métal pré-étudiées. 

ne fait aucun doute que, suite à la visite de 
l'Équipe Canada, le volume des échanges a 
grimpe en flèche pour atteindre, en l'an 
2000, l'objectif de 20 milliards de dollars 
annoncé par le Premier ministre Jean Chrétien 
au cours de la cérémonie de signature des 
contrats de Beijing. 

11 est bon de remarquer que les échanges 
commerciaux entre le Canada et la Chine 
remontent loin dans le temps. Dès le Aille 
siècle, bien avant que n'existent la République 
populaire de Chine et le Canada en tant que 
pays, des colons de la Nouvelle-France expor-
taient déjà du ginseng en Chine. Le commerce 
a longtemps consisté à échanger de manière 
sporadique des fourrures et du bois contre 
des textiles avant que ne s'établissent, dans 
les années soixante, les relations commer-
ciales contemporaines entre nos deux pays. 

C'est le froment qui a rapproché le Canada et 
la Chine. Depuis les années soixante, le 
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