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WORLD WAR I, 1914-1918

The month of August, 1914, found the Royal Cenadian Navy with
the following personnel:

officers Navel Cadets Ratings TOTAL
R.C.N. Al 21 203 295
R.N. 21 20 41
9z 21 P28 356

This is not a very impressive total, but immediately after
the declaration of war the men of the naval service swung into action
to do what they could.

The chief work of %the Canadian navy in the First Great War,
as in the present conflict, was in convoy duty. Every vessel that
could be of use was pressed into servioce. The Niobe and Rainbow, which
had been inactive, were made ready for the fight again. And they
acquitted themselves very welle

The Niobe, in 30,000 miles of steaming during the first two
years of war, captured numerous prize vessels, and the Rainbow, in
50,000 miles of patrolling took as prizes several German supply vessels.

Two submarines built for Chile were bought from a Seattle firm
and spirited out of the United States past a blockade of U.S. warships,
for the United States was still neutrals The submarines were inspected
and paid for at sea, then put in service with the Royal Canadian Navy
on the west coast.

Every type of fast motor launch, tug or yaeht that could be
secured was fitted up for war, and put on patrol duty. Halifax became
an important naval centre for the allies.

Men in the Navy

As fast as the ships could be found and outfitted, the men
were there to man them: 1,700 Canadian reservists were sent overseas
for service in the Royal Navy; 580 Probationary Flight-Lieutenants
were enrolled in the Royal Naval Air Services; 43 Surgeon-Lieutenants
took service in the Royal Navy. :

The strength of the Royal Canadian Navy soon increased to 6,000.

But when the war was over the Canadian people wanted nothing
but to forget it - to get back to civilian life and to dismantle the
machines of war. Immediately after the Armistice the Royal Canadian
Navy was demobilized, In 1918 there were 5,978 officers and men in
the R.C.N.; by 1920 there were ohly 1,048, ~
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Sir Charles Kingsmill retired in 1920, and was succeeded by
Commodore (later Rear-Admiral) Walter Hose, who as commander of the
Rainbow, had been with the Royal Canadian Navy from the beginning. He
had retired from the Royal Navy in 1912 in order to allow him to become
a Royal Canadian Navy man.



