IX Conclusion

Canada’s non-proliferation and safeguards policy has two objectives: 1)
to promote the emergence of a more effective and comprehensive inter-
national non-proliferation régime; and 2) to assure the Canadian people
and the international community that Canadian nuclear exports will not
be used for any nuclear explosive purpose. By emphasizing the key role
of the NPT, by promoting reliance upon and improvements in the IAEA
safeguards system, by treating nuclear weapon and non-nuclear
weapon states alike regarding Canadian nuclear exports, by working for
new approaches covering the sensitive phases (e.g. reprocessing) of the
nuclear fuel cycle, Canada’s policy promotes attainment of the first
objective. The latter objective is served through the network of bilateral
nuclear agreements that Canada has put into place with its nuclear
partners. Those agreements provide assurance that Canada’s nuclear
exports are used solely for legitimate, peaceful, nuclear energy produc-
tion purposes.

At the same time, Canada, having formulated its non-proliferation
and safeguards policy during the period 1945 to 1980, has recognized
that it has gone as far asit can on its own in this field and that from this
point on any further changes should made be on the basis of internatio-
nal agreement. The Canadian objective in post-INFCE forums such as
the Committee on Assurances of Supply is to exert Canada’s best efforts
to persuade the international community to devise a more effective and
comprehensive international non-proliferation régime into which Can-
ada and other suppliers might subsume their national requirements.
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