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- strengthening the international economic
negotiating machinery of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD); and

- improving the definition of international
agricultural policies and seeking to make the
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the
World Food Programme work better.

Canada also helps to protect human rights through our
participation in the Commission on Human Rights (currently in
session in Geneva), the Economic and Social Council and the
General Assembly's Third Committee. Work is proceeding to allow
Canada to ratify the international Convention against Torture.

We have been especially heartened by recent political
developments in Guatemala, Haiti and the Philippines, which point
to new policies and better respect for the human rights of the
peoples of those countries. :

Canada has long striven to persuade the South African
authorities of the injustice and short-sightedness of the system
of apartheid. TULast July, the Government announced a series of
measures designed to stiffen the pressure on South Africa and to
signal our profound dissatisfaction with its failure to put an
end to institutionalised racial discrimination. Prime Minister
Mulroney played a key role at the most recent meeting of
Commonwealth Heads of Government in developing a Commonwealth
plan of action. We are using every avenue to urge the South
African Government to summon up the courage to dispense with this
unjust and backward system. The Anglican Primate of Canada,
Reverend Edward Scott, is a member of the Group of Eminent
Persons now seeking a more open dialogue with South Africa in an
effort to avert a major tragedy.

For more than a decade, Canada has been in the vanguard
of international efforts to improve the management of the world's
natural environment, but mankind is still witnessing the
disastrous results of careless neglect. Acid rain is damaging
our forests and the aquatic life in our lakes, the Sahara
advances perceptibly into the hitherto fertile lands of the
Sahel; cities are defiled by smog and undrinkable water. Efforts
to combat environment damage must be based on the realistic
premise that, though this is a long-term problem, action must
start now. '

Progress has been registered recently through
international collaboration to reduce pollution in the
Mediterranean and the signing last July of an international
protocol on sulfur dioxide emissions. 1In- 1986, we will continue
to combat acid rain and Great Lakes pollution; in the Economic
Commission for Europe, discussions are continuing to reduce



