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66 . A major difficulty facing the Commission arises

from the failure to hold consultations between the two parties
and free nationwide elections with a viéw to re-unification’of
Viet-Nam. The Co-Chairmen in their message of the 8th of May,
1956, to the parties had asked them to indicate the time required
for the opening of these gonsultations and, in their message of
the same date the Commission, had informed it that they attached
great importance to the maintenance of the cease-fire under the
continued supervision of the International Commission for Viet-
Nam. There has been no progress in the matter of the consultatiof
and the election to the knowledge of the Commission. The Commis-
sion is naturally anxious about the duration of its stay in Viet-
Nam which is conditioned by the political settlement in.this
country, as envisaged in the Final Declaration of the Geneva
Conference.,

67 . In the Sixth Interim Report the Commission expressed
great concern over cases where the parties gave their own
interpretations, which differed from those of the Commission,

on the provisions of the Agreement. The Commission notes with
regret that this tendency continued during the period under repoﬂ
The Commission must point out that for its effective functdonings
it is essential that all the provisions of the Agreement should
be strictly applied by the parties. : :

68. In spite of the difficulties described in previous
Chapters, the Commission, as directed by the Co-Chairmen, has
persevered and will continue to persevere in its efforts to
maintain and strengthen peace in Viet-Nam on the basis of the
fulfilment of the Geneva Agreements with a view to re-unificatio?
of the country through the holding of free nationwide elections
in Viet-Nam. The Commission is glad to report that there has be
no resumption of hostilities in Viet-Nam. The Commission woulds
however, request the Co-Chairmen, and through them, the Members
of the Geneva CGonference, to give their early consideration to
the difficulties mentioned in this Report and take such measures
as they may consider appropriate in order to facilitate the
effective fulfilmebht of the Geneva Agreements.
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