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: On the:other hand, the Government and the Wheat igig
are taking-all measures within their power to maintaln.r?ar
for Canadian grain and to prevent demoralization of pricess
Let me indicate some of.the things that are being done.

; t

Members of the Wheat Board: and officials  of my Digiin |
ment are visiting all Canada's'major markets for grain. W d‘ |
the last few weeks the following countries have been.visite ;l,
Japan,-Switzerland, Germany, Belgium, Holland, Spains Portgg
Austrias  Italys the ' United Kingdom, - Syeden-and: Finland. =1 gdial
visits are intended to supplement the selling efforts-of Canur
Irade. Commissioners, who-are resident inceveryowheatiand 1o
market throughout the world.

As part of the sustained effort to build up and mai?tﬂﬁ
tain markets for Canadian grain, . the Wheat-Board has been %nnad&
representatives from grain.consuming‘interests to' come- to Laof
to see howigrain:is grown, inspected and handled, -The~eos?
these visits is borne out of 'unclaimed balances in’old pool ted
accounts:of the:Wheat Board., Since this scheme was inauguld ans
months agos visitors have come from: the United- Kingdoms Jigmbia

Germany, Venezuela, Ecuador, Ireland, Switzerland; Peru, UO
and Brazil. z

Although the Wheat Board sells only for cash, the ale
Canadian Government has in a 'few instances assisted in the iand'
of quantities of wheat on credit terms by insuring ‘the outs %
ing. credits. j4s a result, over the past two or three Ye??s’
million bushels have been sold to Yugoslaviaand 74 -million 7
bushels to Brazil.  This year negotiations were ‘completed fO
the insurance of a maximum of "9 million bushels “of number 2
wheat to Poland. To date, that country has taken up about -4
million bushels, Tthese transactions are .exceptional, to mee€
exceptional cases, Most countries, of ‘course, prefer to pay

cash, in order to avoiq the ‘insurance and interest ‘charges-

As far as prices are concerned, the Wheat Board'ha:
met_the competition. Qn the other hand, it has refiused tO bOcK,
banicked. It has. refused to put ‘its whesat' on the auction bld
to be knocked down to the highest bidder. If ‘the Wheat Boal
had gone in for that sort of selling, which it héds SOmetimestes
beenh urged to do, and which from time to' time the United Sta
seems to be doing, there woulg indeed have been chaos.

he Consequences, -

The Canadian Whéat Board: cannot, of e rse, 'ignore

the cggpetition. It cannot afford to mair’ﬂ:Q Bh : [
over,its competitorsy: and watch them walk aw ith Canada '? ced
?radltional markets, . It will not do SO, Buingit I am convi®
1t'sbogld dos-and what it -has been doing, 'is to'act as a
stabilizing influence on worigd markets, ! 4

An the last crop year, Canada export 5-'mil1ion
bushels of wheat, including wheat in the ?ggi»gg'ifour,.abOut
the same duantity as in the previous ¢rop year, I had hoped
for better results, because of the rather poor quality croP® |
in Europe in. 195k, In-fact, in the early part of1ast crob plé
YSBEONE (Webe selling.wheat inb a rate which indicated a Pfobén
fotal export dn the ovictnity cop 300 million bushels. Buts ?
the sprlng,.sales,began to taper off quickly, as the:Unitedts
States, by its "give-awagy" brogram, began to eat into marke Ss
which, on a price Pasis and under fair competitive conditlog
Canada would have Supplied. Nevertheless, we did export 25@
ich, together with domestic disappearanc bl@d

ted for an average crop and is
us to reduce our carryover of wheat on the fi%st of August - ‘

year by nearly 100 million bushels,



