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NOTES ON SCHOOL READERS.

BY THE EDITOR.

IxciDENT 0F THE FRENCg CAmp. Robert
Browning, N. S. Reader IV, p. 356. N. B. Reader

IIP. 5
The titie given above is the correct one. "An

Incident at Ratisbon " is the titie in'the New Bruns-
wick Reader.

As this is'a historical ballad the setting must be
known. If you have a map of Europe on the
board, mark the countnies conquered by Napoleon,
with the tricolour done in crayons; or, have them
pomnted out on a wall map. Show pictures of
Napoleon. Give a sketch of his life, einphasizing
the fact of his influence over his soldiers.

Napoleonwas one of the greatest soldiers and
leader that ever lived. Born in Corsica, he
entered the aimy while ver>' young, and rapidl>'
rose to power. After the French Revolution he
led the French armies against the other powers of
Euaope, and won victory after victorv., His
ambition was neyer satisfied, and he cared nothing
for the miser>' he worked. But his soldiers adored
him, and believed him to, be invincible. He was
made Emperor of France in 1804. After lie had'
conquered nearly ail Europe, he was defeated by
the Allies at Leipzig, and forced to abdicate. He
was aent to the island of Elba, but escaped, and his
old 8oldiers flocked to fight under hiru. For one
hundred days he was again Emperor, but he was
defeated at the battle of Waterloo, 1815, and sent
as la pisoner of the British to the island of St.
Helena, where lie died ini 1821.

Th'le stor>' told in the poem is true, but the hero'
was a man,,flot a boy. The incidepit'took place
when Napoléon was conquering Austria. Ratisbon
was taken in May, 1M,9

(Connect this with what the pupils already know,
c- g., this was while the English under Wellesley
were fighting against Napoleon in the Peninsular
War. The battle of Corunna was fouglit 1;y sir
John Moore,' four months earlier).

The teacher'reads, or, much better, recites the
Poem. The pupils then read it silently. Teacher

asks questions to be answered in the words of the
poem, e. g., Where was ýNapoleon? Descri)ý him
as he stood. What was he thinking?

Teacher asks questions to> be answered in
pupils' own words, e. g., who tells the story? Why
does he, put a-"ýperliapst i "Just as perhaps he

miused?" \Vhere is the teller supposed to bei' How
do you know? Descrih e Napoleon; the boy.
What l.elings does thei boy show?

Do you think thc boy was a hero? Why?
The teacher should *use ber discretion in dis-

cussing the Iast two lines of the'poemn from the
point of view taken by Owen Wister's Virginian:

"The Iast part dlrops. 'The soldier sbould not have told
the general he was killed,- stated the row-puncher. ',W'hat
should he have told hini, 1 'dlike to know?" uaid MolIy.
"Wh%,, just nothing. If the soldier coulci ride out of the
battie ail shot up, and tell this gencral about their taking the
town-that was being gritty, yu' qec. But that trucek
at the finish-----Wil yut' picase rcad it again.'

So MNolly rýad the last two limes.
'Nay, I'm killed, sire," drawlcd the Virginian. -Now a

mnan who was inan enatugh to act like he did, vu'Se., would
(ail dead without nientionini. it.-

Can you find in the poem any reason why
Napoleon's soldiers were so faithful to him.

Explain: Incident, stormed (a town), prone,
anon, vans, touched to the quick, to hearts' desire
("Vans" = wings, is an old use of the word ini
poetr y). What was. the "flag-bird?" la the
military titie "marshal1" stili usedi'

Name poems that tell a short, exciting star>' of
(a) war; (b) the sea; (c) love.

Pick out the words and expressions that seem to
you Most descriptive. Note: The motion inthe'
last haif of stanza 2; the number of short and
simple words. The poem has no ânes noticeable
for beauty of sound. Its menit lies in the direct-
ness and vigour with whieb the story is told.'

For composition. Tell the stor>' in about 120
words, beginning thus:. A boy soldier of the army
of Napoleon received bis death wound in planting
the imperial flag within the walls of Ratisbon.
Write out any other story of heroism in war that
you remember, using not more than 150 woids.

The Incident is, as has been said, founded on
f act; but. concerning How they brou gzt tdu Good
News from Ghent to Aix, N. S. Reader IV, p. 3561,
]Browning himself wrote: "There. is no sort
of historical fotundation. for the poem. I wrote
it under the bulwark of a vessel, off the Af ican
Coast, after I had been at sea long enough to'
appreciate even the fancy of a gallop on the back
of a certain good horse 'York,' then in my stable
at home." It is, however, thought that Browning
had in mind the Pacification of Ghent, which was
a union in 1576, of the southern Netherlands

136


