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TORON TO, DECEMBER 91k, 19o?

WV E learned with the deepest regret of the serions
Wloss by fire sustained by the University of Otta-

wa an Wednesday last. The fine main building,
'including a veîy vaînable iihrary, was destroyed, entail-
ing a loss of $500,000, on whiclî there was only $150. 000
insiirancc. T[le friends of the University Toronto know
how toi syipathize with our sister institution, having
sustained a serions loss by fire theinselves some years
aigo.. 1The undergradluates of "Toronto" Iîeartily co-
opçrate with I>resident Loud6n in. his. message af sym-
pathy to "Ottawa" in her loss. The Uniiver'sity 6f Otia-
loi% Review is one of our brightest exehanges, and we feel
even more closely allied, with "'Ottawa" since lier entry

Sthe Inter-University Debating League. We hope
th;j:at friemuds may corne willingly to, the rescue and
restore the loss sustained.

J.N the 1)ecemnber number uf the (Janadian Magazinü
"Norman Patterson" contributes an article on

.,,Toronto, entitled, "A Typical Canadian City."
'tÂmong other features noted is the University uf To
roio True, the wrîter dues not display a too intimatu
:knàbwledge' of the constitution of the University, espe-
e11 q iy. since 1853, but as this is merely a matter of in-
fermation and of judgment, we pass it by. We wish,
.however, to take exception to the sentence, "The Un i
versity has since become a first-class institution, but ai
present is suffering fromn a plethora of mediocre pro-
fessors," in which the writer evidently aims at giviîîg
in a wox'd a truc estimîation of the University. Whetheî
there is any truth in the statement ils not the question ai,
issue. We do dlaim. tha-t it is unfair. To give a con-
cretpexample we niight sav that the Canadian Magazi)ln
in supported from a sense of duty and of loyalty t.o

Canadian institutions, rather than because of its in-
trinsic value as a ma-azine. This ils undoubtedly truc,
but its fairness iiay hie qiuestioned, inasnmucli as it dues
flot take into cunsideration conditions xm'hiclh iake a
realiy good ('anadiaii mnagaîzine very ilifficult, of produc-
tion, nor does il ci udit the editor with what w'e are wvill-
ing to admit aie huonest attdntl)ts lu provide sucli a
magazine. ITheti even the editor of the Caiadio n Maga-
zine woulcl hardly claimi that ail the articles appearing
in its coluirins possess ii individual merit. So the
general criteisan of the University rcferred to dues nul.
take intu consideration the splendid xvork wvhichl the
University- always moure utl lcss liîanîp)iýcl by its pecu-
liar position as a State Llniveisity recciving oaly a pur-
tiori of the nieccssary siumirt, t'î'um tie Governmnent, and
yet because uf its peetîlia' reiat ion tu the Goverrument
being- depivcde( oi privai e hetiefaotions wvhih. iniglit
otherwise COuin ta il, li as donc. It does tiot tak-e inta
aceount the diffitiull and td elîcate wurk aceumiplished in.
endeavoring lu a.,ssiiiiilztce the vaisfaculties whiciî
frora tine lu t imet lia Vu beeii i ieuoinrnualed with the Uini-
versity, iind il iiîuîsl lic adiii itted ini t sacli ani undlei.tak--
mng ilocessaivy reuîires niiîieh of t he tillie .1titl energy
which inight oiiicwisclex uide iipuli I lle peifecting
of detaîls anda in Ille ordîniaiy wvauk uf itistruetion. Ag-aiL,
it ovet-loniks ti uiI Fil thaii i iaii of uthe hîighý,Itest men in
the Americaii iinivti es are unir a uimiii, and that otnr
gracluaites coeeupy the ~'î'besi positionis ini Canada to-
day. Nor it eredit giveilu to the very înnny excellent
nirmbers of the fauîilty, eveii ift, as is ilauite inevitable,
there înay 1be sutine amînî the mie ltuin(re(l and fifty or
mure up0ii otui staff whu arec tnotl te-viti iiiently (jualified
for their wurk. We (Iu 111) eain t' lu ave reached pet-
feetion, nur duo v oten ct lai tliere are nmo wealknesseài
in our institution. Yet we dIo cli iii that we have macle
tranch prugtess, duit wvî are duing- mîîth excellent work,
and that ini regar Io l eqiiiiinit. the effieien.ey of our
faculty anmd the ofxiin uuu guaduiates, we compare
very favorauly witli any itivei-sity un lthe continent. In
view uf titis. we (<iisidel' thtat, outi position has becn
gi'ossly inisteeeî)tcied. 'lit cî'itieisiit quoted is at once
subtie, uîmfair andilakî ini tiat fratikracaýs whicî wve

ailtîtîriyexpeet t'rîîi thînse inretemidig ta be out
frieîîds. 'Plie editut' ut t1 li (amiîdian JMagazinýe cannoý
cuisistetitly uiitiuizu lis as Io ouir abilîty ti) produce.
schluarship inien. sinut' lie dcvs ni b elieve ini themn, liav-
ing slated al unle of oui iicetîîigs thal after a carefu;
perusai, of tlie resituts lt Mcl ii, Q ueen's anid Toronto, hý
had colite lo the cie t h îat n iine-tenitlîs of the sehut -

ai'ship mnu aie failtires in after life.

And yvi lic is nut l ti xv iiiiîi whu ducs nat leain
f roui his ertt" t lias i)eeri weii said that only two,
classes, of pu jd in i , g e Xpiession lu their truc ap-
l)reeiatiun (if wil- the eh se f riend aund the enemy. The
saine iîiaY 4)e saiîl cf ain intstitution. Hmvever loyaj we
may be. we caiiînul afl'urd lu averlook criticism, however
subtie and'however incmj)tent its source. We ieboud


