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ences mi ght have excited a deep and sympathetic interf st iii
n"I&ly hearts. One or two facts which hie told incidentally
in bis graphie description of the home of bis childhood were
significant and suggestive enough. One was-that bis sister

18 Ilever allowed to go outside the walls of bis fatber's
courtyard without a maie escort, and that wben she under-
StOod Amierican wumen could go where tbey pleased without
fear or peril she could scarcely realize a state of affairs s0
COIpIetely different frein that reign of terror under which.
the Unbappy Armenians hiabitually live. Tire other was-
that bis fatber, a peaceful teacher in a Christian school,
Woluld, on tbree ditrerent occasions, have inevitably been
assaNsinated hy brutal rohbers bad hie not, contrary to Turk-
isb iaw, possessed a smiall revolver secreted on bis person,
"ith wbich. be was able to defend himseif. Tbis prohibition
to Carry arms, of course, makes the Armenian people helpiess
Victinms wbenever the marauding Kurds choose to descend
uýPo1 their t'illages and farms, carry off their cattie and other
huossessis and flot infrequently, out of sheer mialignity,

hm down their outstanding corn in the fieldsý. ihen,
when the poor people are suffering from the spoliation, antd
a're, of Course, destitute of means , Jby a refinemnent of cruelty,
the Turkislb taxgatberers come down upon them n and as
flOnPayment of taxes is a capital crime, the excuse is ready
for a Cold-blooded massacre This is wbat bappenied so
recexitly at Sassoun.

The younig lecturer, to show tire unchanged and appar-
en'tîy unchangeable cruelty of Moslem rule, took a retrospec-
tive glance over its record in the present century, noting the
bloody footprints she bas left on the page even of sucb very
Illodern bistory over and above the never-ceasing oppression,
the niany unnoted imprisonments, judicial imurderî and
secret assassinatioiîs whicb go on for ever. Each time sire
leets with a reverse in one part of hier empire she wrecks ber
'enlgeance in anothelr, no Inatter how peaceful and inoffensive
't ""ly be !Tire first great massacre of the century occurred
Wben, SMarting at tire success of the Greek cause of Inde-
Pendence, she sent bier fleet to the peaceful and loyal island
Oe ChiO5, wbere the unsuspecting Christian Greeks turnedout to give it a loyal welcome, and thirty thousand of thein
Were ruthlessl3 . slaugbtered in cold biood. In the island of10yPrus, the following year, a massacre of tire Christian in

0& lits, lasted througb thirty days of blood and borror.
Coin. riearer to our own time, in I 850, eleven tbousand

Arlre1nian and Nestonian Christians were foully mnassacred
lthe beautiful district of Ilebanon. The Bulgarian mias

Sacre Of sorte ton tbousand merl, women, and ebjîdren is
't'il frosb ini the minds of many, and bas, happily, helped to
W'fl indopendence foir the Bulgarian principality Since

ýelthe massacre of ten tbousand Armienians north-east of
Van, and that of two or three thousand Yezidis in S. W.
e08111 bave occurred at briefer intervals. Only a few înonthis90asit seetis, the borrors of Sassoun sbocked tbe wbole

izoU2d world. and for the Iast few woeks nearly everydaiy Paper bas "been stained witb tire atrocities of tire new
lei91 Of trror which bas laid iii asiles su many peaceful vil-

"eland slaugbtored so many tbousands of inoffensive peas-
""',like sheev in their pens. It is not too mucb to say

t'' ai has lain 7iea nightmare on thebhearts of ail thouglit-
b l'beYond ineffective representations in diplomatic circles,
t ra acion bas beon taken ? A second guardship,afer Inucb negotiation, bas passed into the Bosphorus and

?Oe thapîoss seems to stand, wbile we know that at least
îýtOieal Arînonian city where tbe people, wearied with

eîî oppression, have made a desperate stand, is virtu-
shYlng at the mercy of these nierciless foends in Ituman
ape, anld that a repetition of past horrors niay at any

bcotln ho xpected.

bt Ad thon came the nine-days' sensation of a war scare
ligween the twogetCrsinntosi hm uey
Agle S eias onl hpe - an innatonsn oftee r

, - aro pooples, the blood wbicb apparently cüuld not
of h0t action hy the unspeakable sufforings and perils

"Poin fello w-Christians, bas been agitated to boiling
col ) 0119 our noighbours, at ieast, over a petty question
ipa ellnth, precise boundary line of a small South Amner-In reS li!And over sucb a remoto question as this, if
W&Y ay and reckloss spirits could bave bad tbeir wicked

%îte t wo Sister nations to whom is entrustod the leader-hofthe world's prolgross would have spent in tire Ilpatri-
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otie "task of devastating ecdi other's territory, and crippi-
ing each other's resources, the power and energy whicb were
suroly given them for very difforent issues !Happily for
once the wild and reckless spirits bave not liad it ail tbeir
own way. These two nations are bound together by se
inany ties tbat a rupture is not, after ail, so easy and is
attended by consequences of a kind titat the American peo-
ple very readily appreciate. And the dignified attitude and
sul)or good sense, wbicb bas, on the wbole, cbaracterized tire
attitude of hotb Britain and oui' own country, bias met withi
a deeponing response front tire real beart and brain of tire
American nation, su that even those who at firsi talked
inost wîldly would now probahly be glad tu bave tireir utter-
ances forgotten. But let us think for a mroment of tire
Ilinsanity " wbicb could uriginate such a war-bubble,
with ail its lui-id possihilities, and with su ligbt a heart, su
little counting of tbe cost! Britain and America have hoth
grave cause of offence against Turkey ; not even tire slîadow
of offence against one another 'Ever since the period of tire
Crimean War Turkey's record bias heen une lonig tissue of
infamous broacbi of faith witb tire Power to which, înainly,
sire uwos bier prescrnt existence. As far hack as 1844 we
find Britain's foreign Mýinister, the then Lord Aber'deen,
grandfather of our Governor-Cenerai, informing tire Sultan
that Iltire Cbristian powers wilI not endure that the Porte
sbould trample on tbeir faithbhy treating as a crimninai any
person wbo embraces it." Yet this bias heon Ilendured "
for fifty years, and is being endured stili. Surely tbre time
bas coule for action, instoad of vain prutest !Di.i tire Brit-
islb nation possess tu-day haif uf the fire and H/an of the
FÂizahotban period, baîf tire simple faith of the time of Coeur-
de Lion, sire would havc found a way to 8ave tbe unbappy
Armenian peuple from the borrors they have been enduring.
One of bier own sublects, a Canadian mnissionary, bas been
hrutaliy mnaltreated by tue Poî'te's fanatical murderers and
as yet we hear of nu decisive step taken to punisbi titat ini-
suit. Our own peuple should insist un the matter heing
taken up at once. We would nut be unjust to our own
Mother Country, whicb bias long been called the "lpolicenian
of the Mediterraniean," and lias, fought su many bard blows
for the lihertios of oppressed nationalities. But at prescrnt
she certainly is not manifesting the firm and chivairous spirit
wbicb shie bas often shown at far iess urgent crises. Let us
bope tiat some of the appeals whicb are being addressod tu lier
by the leadiîtg periodicals of the day may bave tbeir effect and
that site will follow soîne une of the alternative courses whicb
bave been suggested to render barmless, in the oniy possible
way, a power wbose bitter and reientiess fànaticisin towards
our Christian faith wili neyer be otteî'wise repressed.

.As foi' Ainerica she too bas suffered destruction of her
proporty and injury to bier citizens in tire recent atrocities.
lier înission-property, in which a large portion of bier peuple
are deeply interosted, bas been recklessly destroyed, and sie
is nuw demanding an indemnity of baîf a million ; but bad
Great Britain heen tbe aggrossor in tbis instance would sire
have been satisfied witb this cairn and business-like pro.
ceduro ? Would not certain newspapers bave been breatb-
ing fire and fury and sounding the cali "lto arms " in short
order? Perbaps this is merely in accordance witb tbe tend-
ency of human nature to r'osenit an injury or an offence more
bitterly in proportion to the nearness of the biood-relation-
siîip. Yet, witb ail ailowances, the contrast is suggestive.
Professor Bryce, in a tinieiy article ini the Century for No-
veniber, bas pointed out tire stake Amorica lîolds in Turkey
in connection with lier long estabiisbod missions and tire
eminent propriety of lier joining witlî the European powers
to close the present chapter of borrors. Ho suggested sev-
oral alternative courses for stopping the fury of tire oppressor
and restoring something like good government to tire dis-
tracted country. One of these would ho the ontire detach-
nient of Armenia from Turkov and its orection into an inde-
pendient principaiity, as lias hoon successfuiiy accompiisbed in
the case of the other Soutiî-eastern Provinces. This is wbat
the Armenians themselves ardontly desire, the hope of ail
their patriotic and tbouglîtfui citizens. But to this hoe tbinks
Turkey -would nover agreo, except under the strongest pros-
sure, hecause an indepenient Armenia on bier horders
wouid inevitabiy ahsorb into itpelf, in time, ail bier Armen-
ian suhjects, wbom, dospite ber iatred of tlîem, slie finds su
valuable, that, Phiaroalb-like, she will not lot tbem go, but
forbids thenri to beave bier reaini under the sevorest penalties.
Another plan is that of placing everywhore, on bflbalf of tbe
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