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SIR SAMUEL WHITE BAKER.

What Sir Samuel White Baker did
inwﬂrd__furthering geographical exploration
di Af}'lca and other countries and in the

rection of increasing our knowledge of
\® animal kingdom was reproduced
‘ramically by the news of his death on
fei?;i 30th Iast, at his entrancing country
Ablbenc?’ Sandford Orleigh, near Newton
iVedOt, In Devonshire, England. He had
o more than two years above the allot-
sece 0y for he had attained his seventy-
ond birthday on June Sth, 1893.
Pluckn Physique, as well as in indomitable
mag, Sir Samuel was a typical English-

on © was born at Thorngrove, near
ceiv;:f“er’ on June 8th, 1821, and re-
ing lan excellent education. After leav-

Sollege, he joined his brother, in 1845,
mainu;"'“‘a Eliya, in Ceylon, where he re-
Pl‘ode for eight years, “At this period he

Uced his two books, ““The Rifle and

i :(Iiou.nd in Ceylon” and “ Eight Years’
don : orings in Ceylon,” published in Lon-
on

eyl D 1854 and 1855 respectively. In
%8 he gained a good deal of the experi-
Whic & sportsman and lover of nature
afterward stood him opportunely

tion, ® undertook extensive explora-
B f!R: tarning to Europe from Ceylon,
Was appointed to a position on the

ich now runs between Varna
‘:“Chuk in Bulgaria, This employ-
venturo‘“ Dot congenial to a man of so ad-
ilectiq U8 a disposition, and with his pre-
hag R for sport of the heavier sort; he
‘follOv?invat? means enough to enable his
treag tzg his own bent, 8o he resolved to
anq Grae unknown wilds of Africa. Speke
Parteg f“ » those noted explorers, had de-
'%lvedrom agomoyo, in October, 1860,
Nil, % find the true source of the River
j t&ker, without more ado, deter-
Tugeq to% meet them ; his young wife re-
her Wing © parted from him, and made up
ship ang that she would endure the hard-
they lef dangers, 80 on April 15th, 1861,
Bud,, t Cairo. Mrs. Baker was from
hey br:st‘! and did honor to her city with
Wity of :e"Y- Mrs. Peary, the dauntless
he American explorer of Green-

lag, hag
Bag Dot surpassed in heroism Lady

'htier' nlth°ugh their travels lay in such

ethericin climates. By the way, Mrs.
"f’!npaniedwa’3 another gallant lady who ac-
tioy, er husband in African explora-

8
the [g;ke and Grant were not expected on
1.863, ager Nile until the beginning of
limg tot that Baker’s party had plenty of
the axi&ke their journey easily and with
theiy l‘ou[:mm of comfort to be had along
Nog op - This leisure Baker made the
?“foed iro &ving reached Berber, he de-
t:’ Over a.m his line of march and explored
o Sattis Jear in the country watered by
:‘bhainiae’ A'tbara, and other northern
de hag > tributaries of the Nile. Here
a“ire fogre“t opportunity to purvey to his
oy it SPort, to augment his acquaint-
;:&nkihd’s Datural history and to add to
ng it lay 8eographical knowledge. While
Q:t‘ve ang A, 3¢quired a familiarity with
*\aval“ﬁbl Al‘&bl.c character which proved
n &rea“]te Service to him subsequently.
N “The I(T,WG have his entertaining work
Ad the ile Tributaries of Abyssinia,
T by p“;)‘;"?"d*Hunt;ers of the Hamran
&nd]; lished in 1867 at London, Eng-
. Bajg
t‘""h e Iaftﬂ‘ mentioned book is enter-
ighly instructive. It reveals
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the true sportsman in every page. He was
not a mere slaughterer of wild beasts,
whose sole aim is to add to his list of butch.
eries. Not once did he kill a female of any
species unless compelled to do so in self-
defence, and his noble nature delighted to
study the habits of the members of the ani-
mal kingdom. Through all, he spoke high-
ly of the famous sword-hunters of the
Hamran Arabs in his ¢ Nile Tributaries of
Abyssinia,” also in a much later work on
“ Wild Beasts and Their Ways: Reminis-
cences of Europe, Asia, Africa and Ameri-
ca,” which was published in* London and
New York by Macmillan & Company dur-
ing 1890. Taking up the strain of his
work published twenty-three years earlier,
he says in his “ Wild Beasts and Their
Ways ” that the greatest of all hunters are
the Hamran Arabs of the Settite River on
the borders of Abyssinia, who use no other
weapon to kill elephants but a heavy two-
edged sword. All these intrepid hunters
who accompanied Baker during his stay in
Abyssinia in 1861 eventually had been
killed in desperate close-quarter en-
counters with wild elephants. Wonderful
Nimrods that they were, they led a lifo of
constant warfare with savage beasts, so that
it may be said they fell upon their battle-
field. Their method was to hamstring
their ponderous quarry with keen-edged
two-handed swords.

In 1862, on June 11th, Baker arrived
at Khartoum. Here he waited until De-
cember for the northerly winde. Going
thence, he reached Gondokoro on February
2nd, 1863. Speke and Grant came in to
this place a fortnight later. Speke had
discovered the Victoria Nyanza to be the
true source of the Nile, but he had not been
able to reach a lake to the westward, which
it was believed the River Nile crossed
while flowing toward Gondokoro. Baker
at once resolved to solve a problem of so
much geographical interest. Igunoring the
facts that his own men were in a state of mu-
tiny and that the slave-traders had intimated
that they would prevent his progress, defy-
ing him to penetrate into the interior, Baker
started on March 26th. His remarkable
resolution and courage enabled him to over-
come difficulties which would bave com-
pletely hampered any less energetic man.
Neither did his noble wife succumb.
Like Mrs. Petherick, she remained at her
husband’s side to comfort and encourage
him, and no small credit is due to Lady
Baker for the ultimate success of the ex-
pedition.

After spending some time in the Latuka
country, Baker crossed the River Nile at
Karuma, had a conference with King Kam-
rasi of Unyora at Mruli, and on the 16th
day of March, 1864, he and his wife ex-
perienced the joy of gazing upon that lake
for which they had been in quest. It
seemed a magnificently large body of water,
and upon it Baker bestowed the euphonious
nawme of Albert Nyanza. Possibly having
been deceived by a heavy mist which en-
shrouded a portion of the lake and by ex-
aggerated reports from natives, Baker con-
ceived that this inland sea extended far to
the southward, mayhap even as far as the
Tanganyika. He followed its eastern shore
for thirteen days, until he had gone as far
as the mouth of the Victoria or Somerset
Nile. Ascending this river, he discovered
the Murchison Falls.

March, 1865, found Baker once more at
Gondokoro, whence he hastened back to
England, There a most eathusiastic wel-
come wag accorded him, to which he refers
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modestly in his book on “The Albert
Nyanza,” published at London in 1866. A
well-deserved eulogiumi appeared in the
Journal of the Royal Geographical Society
shortly after his return, not to speak of the
numberless other publications all round the
world which took up the glad refrain to do
honor to the discoverer of the Albert
Nyanza, Congratulations and eulogy
showered over Baker from every quarter.
Recognizing his important discoveries and
astronomical observations, the Royal Geo-
graphical Society conferred upon him their
Patron’s Medal ; the Paris Society did like-
wise ; and he was elected a member of the
Royal Society. Already he was a Fellow
of the Royal Astronomical Society. To cap
his honors, Queen Victoria dubbed him a
knight. For about five years thereafter he
rested on his laurels, and devoted himself
principally to literary production.

During his Albert Nyanza travels Sir
Samuel became cognizant of the horrors
enacted in connection with the slave traflic,
and made up his mind to do all in his
power to abolish or ameliorate the evil.
With this end in view he offered his ser-
vice for the suppression of the slave trade,
advising the Khedive of Egypt to annex all
the territory of the Upper Nile as far as
the lakes, and to establish throughout a
paternal government. In this way he
pointed out to the Khedive that he could
take measures for the development of the
vast natural resources of the region and
turn trade into legitimate channels. All
these propositions were favorably enter-
tained by the Khedive, and, as all will re-
member, he made Sir Samuel W. Baker a
pasha, bestowing extensive powers upon
him, Jealousy and ill-feeling were by this
action engendered among all the other
Egyptian authorities, especially among
those in the Soudan, and Sir Samuel Baker
never had a fair opportunity to accomplish
the hard but praiseworthy task which he
had undertaken.

With a small flotilla of two steamers
and thirty-one sailing vessels, he departed
from Khartoum in February, 1870, having
a force of only eight hundred soldiers, over
half of whom were discharged convicts.
Obstacles beset the expedition from the
outset, but Baker was determined. Above
the Sobat mouth the Nile was choked with
matted vegetation, probably the same that
had barred the passage of Nero’s centurions.
Baker but changed his route, and went by
way of the Bahr Zaraf to the upper reaches.
This course was more formidable to follow
than he had surmised, so he did not reach
Gondokoro until April 15th, 1871, Stick-
ing to his undertaking, like the courageous
man that he was, he consumed two years
fighting slave dealers and native tribes. All
the time Lady Baker was at his side, and
she carefully compiled a meteorological
journal. In this warfare perhaps the most
stirring episode was the retreat from
Mzindi. Gondokoro was evacuated by Baker
in April, 1873, and at that time peace had
been established in the territory to the south
of Gondokoro, the slave traders having been
compelled to retire. No new geographical
discoveries were made by Sir Samuel’s party
during these martial travels, but Lieuten-
ant Julian Baker much improved the maps
of the regions visited, and Lady Baker's
meteorological journal was of service to
gcience,

. Sir Samuel W. Baker was grieved at
the policy which Britsin pursued in the
Soudan. He has spoken feelingly in more
than one of his baoks of the deplorable in-.




