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SIR~ SAMUEL WHITE BAKER.

Wýhat Sir Samuel White Baker dici
ýOward furthering geographical exploration

1Africa and other countries and inthe
direction of increasing our knowledge of

teanimal kingdom was reproduced
diothicl by the news of bis death on

l'ede ech at, at bis entrancing country
reBb 0 t CG, Sandford Orleigli, near Newton
liVe in~ Devonshire, England. Hie liad
tied rrethan two years above the allot-

'Pan, for hie had attained hie seventy-
*icOfld birthday on June 8th, 1893.

In physique, as weIl as in indomitable
Pluck, Sir Sam1uel was a typical Englisb-

cl.e was born at Tborngrove, near
,ýc8eive on June 8th, 1821, and re-

.'vdan excellent education. After leav-
lîOg collage, lie joined bis brother, in 1845,
%t Nt3wara Eliya, in (ieyion, where hie re-
roa"ind for eight years. At this period lie
thde bis two books, "The Rifle and
W etOund in Oeylon' and IlEight Years'

r ueings in Ceylon," publisbed in Lon-
dý'ou inl 1854 and 1855 respectively. ln
0eylou bie gained a gond cieal of the experi-

"'eas a sportsman and lover of nature
*Whicb afterward stood bila opportunely

holi undertook extensive explora-

'1ýturning to Europe from Ceylon,
h We as appointed to a position on thetailro4d wbicb p now rune between Varna

eli'd lu8tchuk in Bulgaria. This empioy-
Illent .
veiutur as flot congenial to a man of sO ad-

dec O8a disposition, and withbhie pre-
10,for sport of the heavier sort; hie

f rivate nians enougIl to enabie bis
tresl 1 bi own bent, se hie resolved to

ri Utik nown wilds of Af rica. Speke
Ar anit, tose noted explorers, had de-

frr IV agomnoyo, in October, 1860,
led to find the true source of the River

to ree without more ado, deter-
fnsee to lee thera ; hie young wife re-

aPatt9d froni him, and made up
tSn tat elle would endure the bard-

thelp f dangers, .o on Api-il lStb, 1861,
left Caire. Mrs. Baker was froni

E tand did bonor to bier city witb
*ie braverY. Mrs. PEary, the dauntiese

ofthe American explorer of Green-laike bsnturpassed in beroieni Ladyfles totg their traveis lay in sucob
P Meatbugbiats By teway, Mre.

%''ick Wae another gallant lady who ac-
'tio'y'e "d bier bueband in African explora-

li8 ek n Grant were not expected on
1863 PPer Nule until the beginning of
tillle , 80 that Baker's Party bad plenty of
the~ t ake their îourney easily and with

I xmmOf comfort to be bad along
IIIIIIt rfoute. Tbis leisure Baker made the

p%4' 1 lavIng reacbed Berber, he de-
o e hiS bisne of marcb and explored

& Y eariq in the country watered by
)t~ Athara, and other nortbern

t àd'atributaries of the Nile. Here
1% great opportunity to purvey to bis
k4 or sport, to augment bis acquaint-

"i I a1 t uOra hbistory and to add to
ati 1" e rpical knowledge. While

IIIi adh acquired a famuliarity witli
VII l e~îai cliaracter whicb proved
9, uabt service to bum eubsequently.
il .w6 e bis entertaining work

the1;ie ribtaresof Abyssinia,
ý'*Or-f1unter of the llamranI.. 5 Puibliebled in 1867 at London, Eng-

t% b 4 e i att

Iigalier mnentioned book je enter-
'bly instructive. It reveals

the true sportsman in every page. Hie wae
flot a mere slaugbterer of wild beast8,
wliose sole aim je to add to bis list of butcb-
eries. Not once did lie kill a female of any
species unlees compelled to, do so in self-
defence, and bis noble nature deligbted to
study the habits of the members of tbe ani-
mal kingdom. Tlirough ail, lie spoke higli-
ly of the famous eword-hunters of the
Hamran Arabe in bis IlNule Tributaries of
Abyssinia," aIea in a mucli later work on
IlWild Beasts and Their Ways: Reminis-
cencee of Europe, Asia, Africa and Ameni-
ca," wbicb. was publisbed in'Londan and
New York by 1%acmillan & Company dur-
ing 1890. Taking up tbe strain of bis
work publisbed twenty-tbree yeare earlier,
lie says in bis IlWild Beaste and Their
Ways " that tbe greateet of ail bunters are
the fiamran Arabe of the Settite River on
the borders of Abyssinia, wbo use no other
weapon to kili elepliants but a heavy two-
edged eword. AIl these intrepid bunters
wbo accompanied Baker during bis stay in
Abyssinia. in 1861 eventually bad been
killed in deeperate close-quarter en-
counitere witb wild elepliants. Wonderful
Nimrods that they were, tbey led a lifo of
constant warfare witb savage heasts, so tbat
it may be said they fell upon their battle-
field. Their metliod was ta hamstring
their ponderaus quarry witb keen-edged
two-banded gwords.

In 1862, on June lltb, Baker arrived
at Khartoum. Heme lie waited until De-
cember for the nortlierly wîndé. Going
tbence, lie reached Gondokoro on February
2nd, 1863. Speke and Grant came in ta
this place a fortnigbt later. Speke bad
discovered the Victoria Nyanza to be the
true source of the Nule, but lie bad not been.
able to reacb a lake to the westward, wbicb
it was believed the River Nule crossed
whule flowing toward Gondokoro. Baker
at onze resolved to solve a probleni of s0
mucli geographical interest. Ignoring the
facte that bis own men were in a state of mu-
tiny and tbst the slave-traders liad intimated
tliat they would prevent bis progrese, defy.
ing bum to penetrate into the interior, Baker
started on Mardh 26tb. Hie remarkable
resolution and courage enabled him to over-
corne difficulties wbicli would bave -oni-
pletely bampered any les energetic man.
Neither did bis noble wîfe succumb.
Like Mrs. Petlierick, elle remained at lier
busband's side ta comfort and encourage
him, and no emaîl credit je due to Lady
Baker for the ultimate succese of tbe ex-
pedition.

Af ter spending samle time in the Latuka
cauntry, Baker crossed the River Nule at
Karuma, bad a conference witli King Kani-
rasi of Unyora at Mmnli, and on tbe l6tb
day of Marcb, 1864, lie and bis wife ex-
perienced the joy of gazing upon tbat lake
for wbich they bad been in queet. It
seemed a magnificently large body of water,
and upon it Baker bestowed the eupbonious
name of Albert Nyanza. Possibly baving
been, deceived by a heavy miet which en-
sbrouded a portion of the lake and by ex-
aggerated reports frim natives, Baker con-
ceived that thie inland sea extended far to
tbe southward, maybap even. as far as tbe
Tanganyika. Hie fol lowed its eastern shore
for tbirteen days, until lie bad gone as far
as the mouth of the Victoria or Somerset
Nile. Ascending this river, lie diecovered
the Murchison Falls.

Mardi, 1865, found Baker once more at
Gondokoro, wbence lie bastened back to
England. There a most entbusiastic wel-
corne was accomded bim, to which lis refers

madestly in hie book on IlThe Albýrt
Nyanza," publisbed at London in 1866. A
welI deserved eulogiuul appeamed in the
Journal of the Royal Geographical Society
sbartly after bis return, not to speak of tbe
numberlees other publications ail round the
world wbicb took up the glad refrain to do
honar to, the discoverer of the Albert
Nyanza. Congratulations and eulogy
sbowemed over Baker from every quarter.
iRecognizing bis important diecoveries and
astronomical observationg, tlie Royal Gea-
graphical Society conferred upon bim their
Patron's Medal ; the Parie Society did like-
wisee; and lie was elected a member of the
Royal Society. Already lie was a Fellow
of the Royal Astronoînical Society. To cap
hie honore, Queen Victoria dubbed buru a
knigit. For about five years tbereafter lie
mested on bis laurels, and devoted himself
principally to literary production.

During hie Albert Nyanzai travels Sir
Samuel became cognizant of the borrora
enacted in connection witb the slave traflic,
and made Up hie mind to do aIl in bis
power to abolieli or ameliorate the evil.
Wîtb this end in view lie offered bis ser-
vice 3 for the suppression of the slave trade,
advieing the Khedive of EKYPL to annex ail
the territory of tbe Upper Nute as far as
the lakes, and to establieli tbrougbout a
paternal government. In this way lie
pointed out to the Kbedive that lie could
take measumes for the development of the
vaet natural resources of the regian and
turn trade inta legitimate channels. Ali
these propositions were favorably enter-
tained by the Khedive, and, as ahl wilI re-
member, lie made Sir Samuel W. Baker a
pasha, bestowing extensive powers upon
him. Jealousy and ill-feeling weme by this
action engendered among ail the other
Egyptian authorities, especially among
those in the Soudan, and Sir Samuel Baker
neyer had a fair opportunity to accomplieli
the bard but praisewartby task which lie
bad undertaken.

Witb a emaîl flotilla of two steamers
and thirty-one sailing vessele, lie departed
froni Khartoum in February, 1870, baving
a force of only eight bundmed soldiers, over
hall of wliom were diecbamged convicts.
Obstacles beset the expedition f roui the
outeet, but Baker was determined. Above
the Sobat mouth the Nule was choked with
matted vegetation, probably the saine that
bad barred the passage of Nero's centurions.
Baker but cbanged bis route, and went by
way of the Bahir Zaraf to the upper reaches.
This course was more formidable to follow
than lie bad surmised, sn lie did not meach
Gondokora until April lStb, 1871. Stick-
ing to his undertaking, like the caurageous
man that lie was, lie consumed two yeare
fighting slave dealers and native tribes. Ail
the time Lady Baker wag at bis side, and
elle carefully compiled a meteorological
journal. In this warfare perbape the most
stimring episode was the metreat froni
Mzindi. Gondokoro was evcuated by Baker
in April, 1873, and at that time peace had
beeu. eetablisbed in the territory ta the soutli
of Gondokoro, the slave traders baving beaun
compelled to retire. No new geographical
discovenies were made by Sir Samuel's party
during these martial travels, but Lieuten-
ant Julian Baker lunch improved the mape
of the regions visited, and Lady Baker'a
meteorological journal was of service ta
science.

SSir Samuel W. Baker was grieved at
the policy whicli Britiin pumsuad in the
Soudan. fie lias spoken feelingly in mare
than one of bis b)ake of the deplorable ini-,
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