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In these progressive tumes we old fogies,
,who bave loft our school days a score or

two of years bebind us, are often humiliatcdl

by learning fromn sme juvenile mentor that

a fact or principle in grammar, or mathe-

matice, or science, which vas most carefully

impressed upan our minds, possibly by

means of well-remembered physical experi.

ence@, is not a fact or a principle at al], but

bas long since been discovered to be a stupid

mist ake or a grievaus fallacy. Discoveries

of this kind, though painful, are Fometinies

salutary, and we shall therefore leave snob

of aur readers as care ta recail a much of

their boyhood or girlhood arithmetic as may

be necessary ta enable them to appreciate

the foregoing, face to face witb the new

tbeary, without giving theni tbe candolâtion
of Dr. McLellon's refutation of it and de-

fence of the old-fashioned notions.
We refer to the niatter, not to take

part in the discussion hetween the professor

of niethods and bis redoubtable adversiary,
but ta cali attention in a tentative way to

the general subject of educational methoda

-a subject wbicb, in contrast with the in-

tense interest wbich it miglit naturally be

exi ected to posseas for every citizen, and

especially for every parent, receives an as-

tonisbingly small sbare of public attention.

We tbink iL is Herbeî t Spencer wbo soute-

where notes the strange fat that, while one

cannot be long in the company of almost

any man, fromt the squire ait bis country

seat ta the amateur dog-fancier at bis lesk,
or Hobbs in bis Sunday clothes, without

hearing sanie opinions in regard ta tbe

training of animaIs, you niay wait long

enougb befare you will bear any of tbem

ventilating their ideas toucbing the training

af cbildren. A singular fact, is it not,
wben we remember tbat tbe training of

cbuldren during tbe years of achool-life is

the pivot upon wbîcb tbe future bistory

and destiny of tbe world yull turn.

The few wbo do pay smre attention ta
educational matters bear a great deal in

these dayîs about tbe New Edu(ation. We

are not sure tbat we quite understand what
is 'meant by the terni. We are not very

sure that any tva persans of those wbo

niost frequently use it, mean the saine tbing

by it. We infer fromi sanie incidental
allusions to Col. Parker, who is regarded by
rnany as the apostie of the new education-

al gospel, that Dr. McLellan does not

believe in tbe New Education, and that he

bolds it primaruly responsible far sucli

absurdities as those whicb bo bandles so

severely in the article hefore us. Now we

confees thatý, as we understand it, we do

believe in the New Education. IL rnay yet

fall far short in iLs principles and niethods

af sn ideal standard, but it cettainly is

bt tter tban the old. We understand, for

instance, that iL aime ta substitute intellec-

tuaI for mechanical processes in the schaol;

ta appeal ta tbe natural love of discovery

anddelight in mental activity, rather bilan

ta tbe fear of the rod, or even the bope of

revard, as incentives ta effort ; ta replace
dagniatisrn vith induction. For instance,
in the aid achoal bouse wbicb fille so large a

place in the memaries of moat of us, the

text-baok in aritbmetic was put inta aur

bauds aud we were told ta tirst ilearn the

miles, and tben follow them in tbe solution

of tbe exaniples. If any principles vere

enunciated we were expected ta accept
them on authority. In no case, sa far as

wt, can remeniber, were we permitted ta

taste the deligbt of discovery. The New

Education, as we understaud iL, rcquires

tbe teacher ta throw saille tbe text-book at

the autset upon a new voyage of discovery;

ta state tbe problern in a fanm suited ta the-

capacity of the learner ; and ta leave bm ta

reason out the solution with just the mini-

mum of help necessary to save bim froni

failure. Hie stimulus is bis inuate love of

discovery and bis natural delight in the

exorcise of mental pov(r. is reward is the

consciausuese of power successfully applikd.

A further educational gain is tbe certainty

that vbat ho bas once doue be can do again),

tbat he bas acquired a knowledge as weil as

developed a strength whicb lie cannat lose

Lbrougb any failure of rnemory. Tb(n hie

is led on stepby stop from the particular to the

general. The essential element in the

variety of individual cases is discovered and

a broad principle eFtablibed. By a simi-

lar nietbod appiied ta the analysis of a few

familiar sentences,tbe general laws of grain-

mar-that bete noir of tbe old-time sebool

boy-are deduced, and the pupil is deligbt-

ed to find that tbe structure of language is

not only intelligible sud comparatively

simple,but thatgivebim time euougb becould

by the sanie analytic proces construat a

grammar for himself. No ane who knows

tbe joy which the youtbful mind feels in

independent discovery and in the sense ùf

power successfully applied, can doubt which

is the naturai and true nietbod in educa-

tian. The New Education, thus understood,

bas sbared the common fate of successful

innovation@. Lt bas been, ta nse a current

expression, «"mrn inta the grouud." It bas

been made tbe pack-borse far a thausand

trivialities, the sponsor for ail kinde of

absurdities. Even now it is daily aseociat-

ed in educational papers and echool-rooni

exercises with needless simplifications, and

endless repetitions, and vearisome maniner-

isms, until it is no wander tbat educatore

bccome disgusted witb the wbole business,

and are teuxpted ta commit tbe injustice of

fatbering tbe wbale brood of absurdities
upon the grand educational metbod in

whose naine these absurdities flourish. We

could easily 611l a page witb amusing illus-
trations, but the lengtb ta which ve have
already run compels us ta spare tbe reader.

It is better to bu of ne cimurclu t han
tu bc bitter for any.-Penn.

The shortest wvny tu do many thlugs
is to do oîuly one thiing lit once.-Cecith

A great thlng is a great hook. boit
greater than ail ie the talk of a great
man,-Disraeli.

NOTES ON DÂANTE.-IV.

INFERNO.

We left Virgil aud Dante at the gate

Hell. This is what they found writtel UP""

IlThrougli nie you pass iinto the City ofW0
Through me you pass into eternfal pain'
Theoughi me amiong the people lest for aye.
Justice the founder of ixny fabric iinoved:
To rear nie was the task of power Divine.
Supremcest Nvisdom and priieval love,
Before me things create were .ne

things
Eternal, and eternal I endure.
All hope abandon ye who enter heve.
Such characters in colour dimi 1 mnark,
Over a portai's lofty arch inscribed."tthen

These lines tell us that we are 3 t tuel
t rance of bell, the abode of the lost, the l
ing place of the impenitent, whereO men fin 11

reap what they have sown. The Infer' l
the first of the tlhree great pocînet 'l

because Dante would have us conteiiîplte the~
varous conditions of uien froîn the lO'4

depthis of misery to the hieights of blisi ut

alio îceause lie writes for the spiit51
1 .,1 .ý,

ti(>f 0f mankind. The effectuai w0r '. '

inust l)ogin in ail meni with the COfvlVtf h

Bill, ît nust go oui to the purificatloî' . 00io
heart and su onwards to spiritual JIU lu i

anid Union and communtnion with. Go d th

says that bell was the work, of JusticO '~f t e

creation of the Holy Trinity, not 0111 of

Father Ilwho is pow'er divine, but ai
the Soni wlio is 1,supremlest wisdOillg

of the Holy (Glost who is priolevîl love.
coeval with tie existence of n'oral ci.efht 1

atîîd it exi8ts forever. Anothcr thiflg itf

bc iioted, that the Iunferno is itot on1Y g of~ si,
of future woe, but also a representt0lî wota

fui bumaxi life as it is 110w lived in the '10

So mucli for the meaning of heul let "0sh

examine its structure. Accordiiîîg tO l~

scboolmen holl and purgafory lay bli 1 he

earth and consists of four departîncîrgs

Hll, the abode of devils and lest. oi

tory, the place of penance an urnud h

adjacent to> bell, l)ut different, beiflg 01l

place of hope. 3. Linbiis IetjaIltl&»l Fat.

abodc of unbaptized children. 4. i11ýi1400o

rnor Abrahani's bosom, the dwelling~ P e

the rigbhteouis who lived before Christ Pt

heavenis wereii1videcd inito three parts 't

visible beavenis or firmament. 2. The SP' l

heaven, the abode of angels and 1"

The initellectual beaveil, where the P

enjoy the vision of (od. 4l

Dante considerahly înoditied tl' If o

According to bimi bell was a coI1ical 91

by Lucifer when lie was precipîtetel

hieaven. Withuin the gate, but on1 thiS d

Acheroii, was a vestibule inhlabitui (î. e

cowards aund uîîdecided. Beside thi.0  p

were nine circles iii aIl. Danîte divlilj'

sis into two great classes, sins ofil.
and sins of malice, the latter the miore
as being perversions'of the higher Powa. 

The distinction is truceand preîoli #

was clearly indicated by our Lor d 0ud 140

adoptcd hy ail deeper theologians l' erqý

it bas been ignored and somnetiles r,3700

superficial thought and even by Ole-;o

ion, whicb bas substituted for it the d1eé

of sins into respectable and not reipe 0'I

Dante dues nlot excuse sins of Nek'0ýt

lamients over thoem and punishes theflb' tD
distinguishes and rightly. It is ba

that mnen shouild be bests ; it 10

they should be devils.
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