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THE FAJLUIE 0F EDU(L4TION.

ST may be assumed that every normally endowed person i
I born into the world bas a mind which je as capable of]

developmnent as his body. Every one bas not the stuff in 1
him of a great athiete or of an Apollo Belvidere ; but,i
given an ordinary huian frame, and the strencîtb agilty
and grace that can be communicated to it by proper train-
ing are very considerable. So should it, on general pria-
cipies, be with the mind. A man might flot have suffici-i
ent brain power to become a Bacon, a Newton or a Macau-i
lay under any system of training whatever; but it is bard
to see why, if justice were done to average mental facul-1
ties, they should not develop into sometbing very respect-1
able toe ay the least.1

Now consider. very few persons comparatively get1
any systematic physical training ; nearly ail on the con-
trary get what professes to be systenîatic mental training,
genrerally prolonged for several years. One would sup-q
pose therefore that, upon the whole, minde wouid be mucli
better developed than bodies. le it the case Or is it
the case that, in general, physical development is more
satisfactory than mental development 4 We incline te
answer the tirst question in the negative and the second in
the affirmative. Without insisting on this, however, let
us consider for a moment how certain, comparatively
speaking, the methods of the physical instructor are. Tak-
ing a summary view of your physique, he can promise you
witb tolerable confidence certain definite resuits within a
liniited time, if you will but put yourself into his hands.
(Jontrast with this the uncertainty of the methods of in-
tellectual education. How empty of ail valuable resuits a
five or six years' course of schooling may be, bundrede of
parents are daily forced to recognize.

The conclusion that we draw is that in general the
physical tramner knows what he is about, and tbat the in-
tellectual tramner does not. 0f course the training of tbe
body is a simpler thing than thc training of the mind
but we are stili forced to ask the question whether the art of
mind-training is in as forward a condition as it ougbt to be
considering for how many centuries it bas constituted
a separate and recognized profession. The answer to this
we are persuaded will be a negative from ail who have
thougbt seriously on the suliject. But many will go fur-
ther, as we do ourselves, and assert that, in a large num-
ber of cases, so-callcd intellectual training defeats and frus-
trates its own main object, so tliat the last state of the in-
dividual subjected to it is worse than the first. The idea.
of induced electricity bas become familiar of late years
oven to the non-scientific, but the idea,representing an equally
real fact, of induced stupidity is, we fear, familier to very
few. We need to, tbink about it. If we cuuld only bring
home to our minds how many primary circuits, so to speak,
of stupidity are in full and paid operation throughout the
country, and by wbat a fatal law they are inducing stu-
pidity in other currents of thought, we shouId recognize
the seriousnese of the situation. Every teacher in the
land who divorces words froma realities and thoughts from
things, who pute meaningleas or evasive reasons into the
mouth of pupils, who fille the mind with abstract'ons be-
fore the perceptive and apprebensive faculties have had any
proper exercise, every teacher, we might almost say, who
foilows the ordinary metbods of the schools is inducing
stupidity, more or lees, in the minde of bis or her pupils.
The worse than nullity of the intellectual discipline in such
cases is masked by the fact that a certain amount of
positive knowledge bas been communicated ; and parents,
wbo unfortunately judge of ecbooling by wbat their child-
ren seeîn to have learnt in certain rocognized 'Ibranches of
study," are sometimes satisfled, thougb more often not.
IlMy child seems to be learning absolutely nothing at
school 1!" is an exclamation not unfrequently heard. We
sbould not advise the parents of sucb children, however,
to despair. Barring cases of vicious obstinacy, the child
who eeems to be learning notbing at school may perbaps
at least be keeping bis faculties unimpaired for future use;
wbile the boy who is the teacher's pride may be surrendering
up his own individuality, in a most hurtful degree, to tbe
will of another and taking an imprese <f artificiality and
intellectual dependence that be will nlot free himself from
for tbe remainder of bis days. Not often is the winner of
many prizes at school the winner of tbe great prizes of
active hf e.

The question therefore wbicb a parent interested in bis
child's welfare should ask is not, Wbat does my cbild
know I but, Wbat can my cbild dot or, What use can he
make of bis faculties, physical and mental ? As far as
Ilknowing " is concerned, tbe child may know too înucb ;
and, if he is docile and attentive, probably does-knows
things the knowledge of which migbt much better come
later and for whicb at present there is ne proper place in
bis mind. The thing to enquire about and to be
anxious about is growtb of faculty and balance of funet-
jonal activity. If tbere were any means of graphically
delinesting wbat takres place in the case of children under-
going what is called education we sbould see some queer
things. We do see queer things now and again when
some one sets to work to collect some of the more striking
answers given by young people under examination ; but
what we ought to recognize in these often mirtb-compell-
ing absurdities je the intellectual distortion that rendered
them possible ; and that is not a thing te be merry over.
As regards Ilinduced stupidity"I many parents, unfertu-
nately, could not recegnize it, even when plainly indi-
cated; but otbers migbt, and it je a tbing to watcb for.
The great an<I almost unfailing sign of it is where thea

child begins to use words witbout attaching any definite
meaning to them and te put forward explanations that do
neot explain. These tbings are net cbaracteristic of unse-
pbisticated childbood ; they belong to the muddled intel-
lectual condition of a child in process of education, whose
attention is being withdrawn from the world of simple
realities and cbained to formulas, to abstractions, te com-
plex ideas having little or no relation to the child's ewn
experience. What, it may be asked, ie the parent to do
at sncb a juncture. There may be, probably is, no better
education available than that which bis cbild is receiving.
AUl he can do, in sucb a case, is to check, as far as he can,
by bis personal influence the growing habit of subjection
to words, and bring back the mind of bis child as often as
possible to tbe great source of vivid impressions and real
knowledge-nature. The question, however, is, Cannot
we have somewbere, as a beginning, a system of educa-
tion not only founded on nature, but that will at no point
depart from nature-one that shahl apply îtself te the
development of faculty and that shaîl regulate the supply
of knowledge, botb in quality and quantity, to that
supreme end I We need not look to the State to give us
sucb an education, for it can neyer do it. State educa-
tien je and always will be book-education, if only on
account of the uniformity tbat muet necessarily char-
acterize it. What je wanted at the head of an educational
establishment is a strong and original pereonality ; and
when you bave tbat you muet allow it ecope-more scope
than it can have under tbe regulations of any department
of education. A really rational system of education, more-
over, would necessarily be much in advance of average
opinion, and could, therefore, net be administered by tbe
State which in ail thinge can only go as far as average pub-
lic opinion permits. The thing must be started and main-
tained by private enterprise, and be allowed an oppertu-
nity of vindicating itself by its reenîts. Wben we come
to think of it there ie no more important question than this,
as to whether tbe rising generation je getting the benefit
of the best educational methode, or wbether its intellect-
ual interests are being sacrificed to tbe duli routine of a
State-directed educational machinery. The desideratum
of the age is a system of mental training that shall do as
mnch for the mind as judicions pbysical training does for
the body. Tbe problem is not incapable of solution. H1e
who fully solves it, tbeoretically and practically, will stand
bigh on tbe roll of the world's benefactors.

W. D. 1,ESuEuR.

GONSECRA TION.

1. HUARD, in wondermont, that they had made
T[le sunny bill, the softly shaded glade
Into a graveyard: blessed the blossorning sod
And eanctified tbose acres unte God.

They knew net summer suns and winter fines
Had lamned and died since many dear desires,
There resting 'neath that toan-bewaterod sod,
Had hallowed it by uns3aid prayer te Ced.

Sherbrooke. MA AUSTIN.

PARIS LETTER.

"U1IC JACET 1" The doath of Boulangism is new officiai.
IlThe Cenoral's Committee went te Jersey, and, with

taper in band, announced that the inelodrama was played
eut, and that the cuntain should drop.11e entertained them
at a funeral breakfast, and a few days ago formally accept-
ed the notice sorved on himu te quit the political stage.
Boulangism oxisted exactly four yeane, four menthe and
nine days-just a little longen-lived than a nine days'
wondor. As many persone stili believe tbat the Emperor
Frederick Barbarossa je net dead, se a few inay romain in-
credulone as te the dissolution of Boulangism.

Shakespeare alludes te Ilman's acte being sovon ages."
Boulanger bas in hie time played fourteen parte, since he
made hie entrance on tbe stage in January, 1886, as Min-
ister of Wan. It was said, that since Louis XIII. ne
French snvereign even wore a heard, tili Boulanger. No
French War Ministor ever wore whiskers, and tbey were
as petent as the black eteed in the manufacture of bis pepu-
larity. The l4tb July, 1887, the brav' général at the
military review, intoxicated the multitude with bis black
herse and brilliant eecrt ; Paulus, the cemic singer,
apotheosised the event in a ballad of bis beet. Thon came
the Duc d'Aumale incident, where the genoral displayed
sncb an oconomy of truth , next followed the De Laremnty
duel, succeeded by the League of Patriote beceming bis
hedyguard.

The SchnSbelèý affair led France te believe that Boul-
anger was a bug -bear for Germany. The IlRevenge Cen-
oral" was ondened net the lees te Clermont-lFerrand and
'200,000 Parisians at the Lyone terminus objected te hie de-
pantune. That wae Boulanger's psychologic moment; ho
had only te head the multitude and he bad Paris and
France at bis fot-plus Germans massed on the f rontier.

From Clermont-Ferrand bis serrews, hie down-hill,
began. He came te Paris clandestinely-sometimee in
blue spectacles and on crutches. This onded in the gon-
oral bemng placod on the half-pay liet. He netorted by
tbrowing himself into the maelstrom of politice, reaping
electoral trinmpbs wherever ho offened himaeolf as deputy.
The monarchis of al ehades took him up ; the "lpink" be-
came the flowen badge of bis Il im " ; grand duchesses

wore it in their bodices, and gave dinners in bis honour.
This was psycbologic moment number two. But Home
Minister Constans was in the meantime setting hie snares
and weaving bis net to catch the general. One night tbe
latter bolted with a lady for Belgium ; M. Constans had
started bis game ; it was necessary to run it to eartb ; the
High Court of the Senate did that on l4th Auguet, 1889,
and Paris viewed the bunting down witb indifference. The
exhibition bad taught tbemn in the interim to cry Vive
Carnot ! and Paulus had composed a connter-blast ballad,
this time ini honour of the President's grandfatber, the Père
de ictoire.

The"I people will alone be my judge " wrote Boulanger.
Well, the Cantonal, the Legielative, and the Paris Muni-
cipal elections successively condemned bim. It was the
"Bonsoir, Monsieur Pantalon !" The Il reed of fortune"
can devote tbe remainder of bis life to writing bis
"Memoirs-of Jersey," but, unlike the hero of the
"Memorials of St. Helena," be will have no Hudson Lowe

to guard bim, and will have no necessity to pase hie timo
disputing "lo'er curtail'd dishes, and o'er stinted wines."

Wbat was the object of Prince Bismarck taking to
bis home and to bis bosom a French journaliet-M. des
Houx-to be interviewed 1 Wby this lying down of
the lion with the lamb I M. des Houx bas bad the ear
of the late Comte de Chambord, and he is a pet with
Hie Holinees. During dinner at Friedrichsrube, Bismarck
had the French journalist on bis left-nearer the beart;
Marebal Niel roses faced him on the table, and only French
wines circulated during tbe repast. If M. des Houx
foît like Orestes, wbo, having solicited an audience with
Pyrrbus, said, I wisb an interview and fear to obtain
it," what muet have been bis state of mmnd, when the
great man ponrod ont hie soul in confidence to the re-
presentative of the fftb-for the labour world bas appre-
priated the fourth - estate ?t Naturally, the Gaul cen-
cludes that the Prince je not an ogre ; bas not delenda
Francioe on the brain, but je a real friend of bumanity.
The French rank tbe interview as the best joke of the
season. Tbey positiveiy go into fits at Bismarck asking,
IWhat is the name of that Minister-the one witb tbe

long wbiskers, you knowt" 1He alluded to M. Jules
Ferry-tbat most Bisinarckian of French premiers and the
most unpopular. The satire je next to a compensation for
being saddled witb Tonkin.

Another source of fun with the French-for one is
always pleaeed a little witb the miefortunes of dear
friend-is the manner Gormany is wbeedling England
out of East and Central Africa. After playing out
Bismarck, Emperor William je amusing bimself making
a colonial sbuttlecock of John Bull. The latter muet
get up earlier, if he intends to secure the early worm
before the mild-eyed and straight-haired Teuton. Gor-
many's programmne for civilizing Africa is admitted to
be after ail the most expeditious ; bullets without Englisb
bibles or De Brazza cotton handkercbiefe.

Paris consumes daily muebroome te the value of 1000
francs. Only those approvo<l by the inspectera at tbe
Central Market are allowed te be offered fer sale.

It was the influence of Madame de Staëil, in 1795,
that permittod Talleyrand te re-entor France. He had
then neither influence nor meney. Owing te a short
leg, he could net walk mucb. One day he called on
Madame de Staëli and said te ber: 11I have enly 500
francs in the world ; that will allew me te live ene
month; yen know I cannet walk and I muet have a carniaRe.
If yeu do net arrange te secure me a suitable position,
I will blow eut my brames; se if yen love me, yen knew
wbat te do." Madame de Staël called on Barras, and,
by force of wit and insisting, forced him te make Talley-
rand Minister of Foreign Affaire.

How te write bistory! M. Dobidour relates, tbat the
Duke of Wellington did nothing-tbo centrary is the
fact-to save Marehal Ney from being ebot, but urgod
that the execution be at once carried eut. 11e "hints "
that the Duke of Wellington, in grand uniforni, was
present on herseback, at the execution, and that the
Marebal lbad scarcoly fallen from the balle, than tbe
Iron Dulce caused bis herse te jump ovor the quivoning
corpse of the IIbraveet of the brave."

In Novemiber, 1815, denunciations wr sogeneral-the
terreur blanche reigned-that tbere more than 100,000
Bonapartiste and Republicans in prison. Tit for tat is
tbe law of political victery in France. Z.

A MODERN MYbSTIG.

1COULD neyer bring myseif te believe in phrenolegy;
Iyet, since that man Fowler exatnined my bead and

revoaled te mie a great many mysterions truthe about myself,
as for instance, that I bave literary tastes ; hîfe a walk on a
bright breezy day with a pleasant cempanien, and amn
naturally, ospecially wben bungry, fend of a good dinnor,
I find myseif when introducod te anyone, or empleying
a new workman, inetinctively looking at hie hoad. I bave
battled againet tbe weakness, but it seeme like that nature
of wbich Horace saye, if yeu kick ber eut of tbe hall door,
befoe yen have closed your portal sho wilI be in at the
window and eeatod very comfortably in your beet arm-chair.
I don't know that Horace, mentions the armi-chair, ner, at
this moment, if my lifo depended on it, ceuld I translate in to
unexceptionable Latin the word for that cenvenient piece
ef furniture. I have been carefully grounded in tbe Christ.
ian system ; am a thcrough boiever ; have read, but neyer
been captured by Colonso ; have studied the "lEssaye and
Reviews," and remained unehaken; nay, what je more,
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