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T W reentevnts ocurrngin Germany and Austri:

ruiers cf these two empires a spirit cf patience, justice and
even sympatby with the labouring masses that is probably
unprecedented in these quartera. ln the great minor'

strikes in Rhenish Westphalia, thougli the Emperor
William declarod in autocratie and threatening tones bis

determination te repress aIl disorders, ho yot evînced a

good deal of sympathy wîth the trikers in their demand

for bighor wages, and apparently net without effect. In

the case cf the strike cf thme street car conductors in

Vienna, Emperor Francis Josephi pursued a very sîmilar

course. Wbile reliuking the police for want cf energy in

putting down the obl, be did net hesitate te notify the

companios that, in bis epinion, the mon were right in

asking for shorter heurs. This, tee, produced the desired
resuit, and the conductors have ncw te werk but twelve

heurs instead cf fourteen. It is notewortby that in this

case the City Council cf Vienna took a somewhat, novel
course in ining the companies £5,000 fer breach cf con-

tract aud £1,000 for every day cf idienesa. If thia action

should lie followed as a precedent it~ would put a new and

powerful weapen inte the bande cf striking employees cf
contractera, whenever the fermer were able te carry with

themn the sympatby cf tbe public.

PRISON LABOUR.

T HEquesioncf prison labeur is eue which at present
atrcsagood deal cf attention frem politicians and

political eonomists. The good oid-fashioned idea was that
criminals, who bad forfeited their right te go at large, and
who had te lie eupported by the stato in our jails and
penitentiaries, should bo kept at bard labeur ; and an
eminently proper view cf the case it was and is. But with
the extension cf tho franchise and the organization cf
labour munions the workingmen's votes have become sncb an
important factor in election conteste that politicians have
yielded te the popular clameur that prison labeur shall net
bo allowed te compote with free labour, evon if the result
should bo te keep priseners in a state cf idienees. I would
bce the last te advocate anything detrimental te the bost
interesta cf tho workiîmg classes; at the sanme time it is
desirable that the criminal clase who will net work out cf
prison should bonmale te work in it; and, I think, I can
show that the ceupetitien with froc labour fromn witbin
prison walls is very insignificant, and that the working
classes would bce losers insead cf gainore were irmprison-
ment Ilwith bard labour " done away with.

There are twc aspects from wbicha the matter may bce
viewed-how it affects tho prisoers and how it affects
seciety. Witb reference te tho first it~ muet bc berne in
mind that the object cf punisbmont is two-fold.--to prctect
society and te reformn the criminal. The latter object will
fail if prisonore are te ho kept in idlenoss. Ncthing can
bce worse for their bodies and minde, te eay ncthing cf the
deirability cf teaching theni a trade by wbich (bey may
earn an honeet living wheu they are set froc. A rocent
report of a cemmitteeOon poiticai reform in the State of
New York shows the effect cf idlenoss ou the part cf
prisenere. Formcrly their labour waa farmod eut on tho
contract systoîn te manufacturera cf shees, hardware and
other goods; but te meet tho demanda cf the labour erga-
nizations the systemn was donc away with. The reenîts are
described by the wardene cf the prisons as horrible. De-
prived cf liberty and kept in idienesa, brooding ever their
condition, mind and body bave alike become affected, and
restlessnesa, disease and inaanity have ensued. The coin-
mitments te the insane asylume show a marked increase
since the change. The workers cf the country need pro-
tection at ne sncb cot.

The Quaker peet Whittier, who bas given see tudY

te the aspect cf the case just reforred te, recently wrote
the foloing letter on the occasion cf a public meeting ini
New York te preteet againet the enforced idlenes
cf prisonors:

])EAR MR. IROUNI), I aul glad that a p)ublic meeting im to be held
in your city ta protest in the name of Christianity anmd humanity
against the cnforced idleness in prisons, perilois alike toabbody and
njnd, which can only resit in filiug your prisons with maniaSe. MY
sympathies are with the labouring clas in al their just demnîds, and
1 would favour every legitinmate mîeasxrc which promises te beneit
them. But the suppression of labour in the prisonms is too suiall a gain
for tbem te bc purchased hy the transformation of prisons into înad-
houBes. 1 trust fîrther refiection and knowledge of the dreadful con,-

sequnce oftheslow torture cf brooding idienese will ere Ion,& induce
thon. teafoego what must ho a trifling benefit at the hat. wt î
heet wishes for the success cf your philanthropie endeavours I am
truly thy f riend, JOHN G. WHITTmV-R.

Dan rrs, Miass., April 5, 1889.

As te the effect on secie (y. Even if the resuit cf keep-
ing prisoners in idlenese was net that already indicated, an
idle life bas sncb an attraction for these whc constitute tho
criminal classes that tho prospect cf being sent where (bey
wonld lie weil warmed and fed and have nothing te <le
would have a tendency te increase crime for the more sake
cf being committed te prison ; aud our jails and peniten-
tiaries should certainly net ho made places which offer
any attraction

But the extent te which prison labour enters inte cein-
petition with free labour às groatly exaggerated. In the
State cf New York, assuming aIl the prisonèrs te b e en-
pioyed, their proportion te the total labour list is placed

at fifty-two cne-hundredths of eue per cent, and it is net
likely that in Cana-la the proportion is any greater. The
efficiency cf prison labour as compared with outside labeur
is reckcncd at only sixty per cent. Taking these twe
facts inte consideration the competîtion is reduced te three-
tenths cf ene per cent, an infini tesimal ainount. la it net
btter te stand this competition than teolbe heavily taxed
te maintain piseners ini idienes A mement's reflection
will show wbich is the cheapest and best.

As te the kind of work at which prisoners should lie
employed se as te enter as little as possible imte competi-
tien with free labeur, therc seemas te lie great difference cf
opinion. [t has licou suggested that they should lie
utilized in public works, er ini workimxg mines or forces.
In any ef these departmnents their labour weuld compote
with that cf outsiders, while a large force cf guards would
ho required te watch thcm if employed outside the prison
walls. It lias aiso been recommended, and the labeur
commission recently appointed by the l)ominion Govern-
ment teck thie view in their report, that prisouers should
make the articles required by the governmnent in the, public
institutions. 1 de net sec how that would do away with
competition, for if these articles werc net mnade liy prison
labeur they would ho prodnced by free labeur and purchased
by the governtmett as required. Oine suggestion may lic
good in its way, namoely, tîat the profits of prison labeur
should ge te the maintenance cf the prisoner or te bis
family, rather than into the pockets cf centractors.

If priseners are te lie made te work at ail they must
compote te some degree-after ail very limited as 1 have
sbown-with free labour. Criminals may stand living ini
idlencss, but ne woll ordered society can stand it. Wbat
kind cf work tbey shah hoc employed upon se as te coinpete
to as smaîl a degree as possible witb outaide labeur is the,
problemn te ho solved. Nor wili it do te keop them at un-
productive work sncb as 1 have beard cf in seine prisons
-wheeling sand, fer instance, froni ono part cf the yard
te anether. Such an occupation mnay fiurnish muecre physicai
exorcise ; but it can nover interest the mind, in fact the
spirit muet rebel againet such work. '['at prîseners should
ho empieyed muet lie conceded, in what manner is the
question wbich demiande an answer. J. J. BEFILL

THE WA IiL OF THE 8S'CEPTIC.

AN article signed F. J. Gould, and entitled "The Chris-Atian's Gcd," which defines the position cf the sceptic
concieely and clearly, appeare in ~Seiar Thbouglu, of May
4. If the article veices the sentiments of sceptîcs in gon-
oral, it shows us net only what tbey reject iii Religion,
but aise what they would fain accept - indeed, what tbey
long for, but ccnfossodly cannot lind.

Mr. Coud begies thus : IlIf an Almiighty and supremoly
good God were te reveal -Ifiuself te mnankind to-day, ail
scepticism would vanisb away by to-morrew. 'The world
stands in sere need cf Almigbty Justice and Alinighty
Love. Oppressed nati ons, tremhhing slaves, the fatherless,
and widow, the leper, the cripie, and the blind, tho un-
bappy Lazarus that lies at the gate cf society ; ail those
murmur a ceaseless prayer fer a God."

Again: I The Christian belioves in a God ;-fthc scoptic
yearns for oe."We are glad te hear this. We) know, indeed, that
there are seme.wbo do net want a (ie d at al-wbo soc ne
necessity for oe. But we are glad te know that Mr.
Gould and those ho represents (wbe are, wo suppose, the
readers cf Spcular Z'lought) al "yearn for a Ged "-a
God cf " Aimighity Justice and Almighty ljove." Thro is
scmetbing hert, te work upon.

Týo the question whicib is oliviously suggested by these
cravings cf the sceptic: WhY thon do Yeu net acccpt
the Christian's Ceod?" Mr. Geuld answers that the Cliris-
tian's (led dees net ceme np te bis ideal. Firat, bocause
the Christian's Ged is 01nly revealed Ilby a book.", cgi
should net bave te perc over the pages cf a book te
find Ged. Ile would meet me face te face in every nook
and cranny cf this broad world." Secendly, becanse the
Bible ideal cf God is se anthî.opemlorpbic. "The Chrisi
tian's God eats, Ile drinks, Re s meils, Ite laughs te scern,
He mnocksi," etc. 49'The Cbristian's Gcd is continually
hindered and thwarted by the devil." lu short, Il lo is
lacking in dignity, nobility, generosity, love, wisdont,
power."

Mr. (lould next gives a ?m'sitiub, souïewhat one-sided, cf
Bible History, and sys that 1, od clesed Rie Uevelation
with a bock ful cf fearful inîprecations, velcanie liorrors,
volumes cf emoke f rem the accurse(l abyse and the lurid
flames cf hall. if yen seek for the cause cf unlieliof,
study thie history cf the Clristian's Ced, fer the cause is
thore. The Bible is tho mother of scepticieni."

Bishop Butler's reply te these cld-time objections is
next taken up ; and te hie reasening on IlThe Analogy cf
Revealed Religion te tho Constitution and Course cf
Nature," Mr. Golcud aays, in effect, se mnch the wcrse for
botb. IlEvery drop of man's blood cries eut indignantly
that the constitution cf thinge is not right." IlIf thon
the God cf the Bible is the God of Nature, H1e is doubly
condemned. I, as a sceptic, refuse te bow the knee te
ither, because both are unmerciful and nnrighteoue."1

"0 f course, if yen read hie famens ' Analogy ' you will
see that bis grand aim is te excuse the blets on the Bible
by pointing out the bloodstaiiis wbich Nature bas lef t
on the eartb." And thon Mr. Gould w'inds up his article
with the curious appeal te us Chrîstians ; "In spite cf
Bishop Bntler'a frowns, I invite you te imagine a Ged

worthier of worship than the God lie worahipped and
whom hie was obliged te defend."

We have givent an outtine of this article; now, let un
sec what is its iniport.

The sceptic " yearns for " a God-- a God of IlAlmighty
Justice and Almighty Love." Il 'le world," hoe confesses,
"lstands in sure need " of such a God. Ail the victims of
wrong or suffering Ilmurmnur a ceaseless prayer " for snob
a (God. But the God that lie wants is not the God of the
Bible -because Ile "I is lacking ini dignity," etc. Nor
dees lie want for bis Cod the Creator of ail things. " If
the God of the Bible is th(, Cod of Nature, 11e is doubly
condeinned." That is Le say, If a God did create the
iUniverse, that (Jod nmust be a inalignant God-because
Naturb is so cruel. Yet hc Ilyearns " for a God - and
since the Author of Nature i8 bis aversion, hie invites us
Christians to gratify bis ilyearnings " by Il imagining"I
a Gofd superior to the Creator of ail things, Ilworthier
of being worshipped than the God lie [Bishop Butieri
worsbipped."

Well, we wjll tîy and acuninoiate Mr. (iould by
iiulagning " sucli a (God. This Cmod could neyer (by the

hypothesis) have itiade the world. Yet Ili ust be I"an
almighty and supremely good (Jod "-this (bod of wbern
"lthe world stands in such. sore iieed," and for whom al
distressed nature " miurmurs a ceaseless prayer."

Now, if this God for whonm the sceptic Ilyearns " is in
existence, how came it that 11le allowed some other G]od
to croate the universel and se become the Il Author of
Nature"?1 Wby, if lie is almighty (and that is insisted
upon), did Ile stand idly by, and net interpose when
"lcruel nature " thus began lier course? This God whom
the sceptic Ilyearnls for"I and i invites " us to "limagine'Il
mnust bce an otiose God, a God who Ilsleepeth, and must
be awaked," te adopt Mr. Gould's own quotation. This
God, whomn lie imagines ilwitbout passions, witliout ven-
geance, witheut, harshness, full of dignity, love, wisdoni
and power," miust have been en joying his olium c2t7n dig-
nitatc in soe"I Nirvana " when the Constitution of
Things caile inte being, whenever and by whonîeoevor it
camie to passe- and his Il love, wisdon ,and power"I must
have been at that titue in abeyance. If therc hoe sncb a
CIod-a God, mark yeu, who disclainis ail connoction wîtb
the Author of Nature, for the sceptic will have nothing to
dIo with Him-pray what is the use of tgyearning"Ilfor
him or Il murmnuring easeless prayers " te sucli a negli-
tgent Godl

If, on the other liand, such. a (God is non-existent (and
hoe iglit as weIl ho for ail the good lie is to us), what is
the use of il inviting " us teoi"imagine " bim '? The wail
of the sceptic is unavailing. '[ho Il murmurs of ceaseles
prayers " of ail lic sad worl(l are as inoflectual as the
Ilfanes of useless prayer," of which Tennyson sings-
unless, indeed, our author imagines Chat by-and-by,
in the Il course of nature," in spite of hier Ilunkind and
reluctant bands," sncb a.G od will somehow be Ilevolved."

I n ither case we Christians muet pity the septic who
"yearns"I and Ilmiurmurs ceaselees prayer " for a God

that shail comle up te his standard. And we can only try
to calm bis agitation and silence biis wail by eaying: Thore
is a God who is aIl that yen. yearn for, and infinitely more.
le is a (bod of infinite power, infinite wisdom, infinite love.
Ile is of sucli infinite power that Il ail things were madle
by Jin, nand without Ilini was net anything miade Chat
was iniade." [le bas revealed Ilimacîlf, ani that net simply
Ilby a book," as you think ; that "gbook," thougli con-
ventionally called Ilis LRevelaion, is3 strictîy speaking only
the record of Hfis Revolation, for ho revealed himsecf iii

pcrson. Tat Il Iock," which you say is "9the meother of
scepticis,"T, is such only te those wtxo, like yourself, road
it amuise.ISnIcb mIlon imagine that the Book is Ilis only
l{evelation, and tbat it was published ail at once, in the
Englieli language, stereotyped, in olmc bcund volume, on a
certain date. 14SucIi mon talk of (ied's Ilclosîing lis Revie
lation"I with Ilthe Book of the Apocalypse,"1 when, in
fact, the Apocalypse preceded in date seume of the other
portions cf the record of the lievelation, and was placed
at the end of the Bible by the canons cf the Catholic
Clhurch as an arbitrary or convenient arrangement.

,Sucli mon forget, too, that the Bible is a seriesl of
records cf divers revelations extending for over 1 500
years-that these m'velations 'were at first made te a race
cf nmen roduced by 400 years cf most degrading lavery te
a condition littie short cf brutisin. 1t would be as absurd
te attempt to toach the binomial theorem te the wretcbed
creatures juet dragged eut cf the hcld cf seine slave dhow
l'y a British cruiser, as te teach the children cf Ierael at
Mount 5mý'iai in the very reiined and delicate style wbich
Mr. Gouid thinks the correct tbing. Why, te snob de-
graded creatures there was ne other way cf toaobhing tbe
first principles cf religion than by eaying that God waa
jealous, angry, wroth, etc., and by speaking cf Hie Bye,
HiseBar, 1hie lRand, IJus Arm. As te Hie "oexecuting
vengeance," Hie "l burning, drowning, raising lire from
heaven, causing the oarth te open," etc., why Nature is
doing this te-day as cf old. Our author rails at Nature
as well as Nature's God. But we can't get ever the facte,
aIl tbe samie: there they are, acceunit fer them as we may,
abuse them as we may. But the Christian contents him-
soif with the theuglit that bis God-the author cf Nature
-is a God of Almigbty Justice and Almigbty Love, and
knews wbat Ho is doing botter than we do, and that Hie
purposes and aima are higher tban we can oomprehend.
Mr. Gould says: IIIf this ho se, the matter is net xnended,
unless with Pope we have that large faitb wbich maintains
&'Wbatever is, is riglt. '"I WellI; botter, surely, te have


