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really rushing to ruin at the very time that they think they are enriching
themaselves at the expense of others. 0f course, there are persons who
will tell us that any such apprehiensions are purely imaginary and ground-
less. The world is grewing wiser under the influence of Political Economy
and other dismnal or bril liant sciences. Political Economy! Why, we have
a school among us who deciare that Political Economy is a fraud. Not
very long ago we were told that su pply and demand, conipetition, and f ree

conitract wouid set ev~erytbing riglit. But tbey have been so far froni
doing this that legishi tion has had continually to step in and deprive some
Of these principlus of a Igood dual of their IIfreedom." There is no practical
science which has flot to revise its principles in the face of expurience, and
even if these sciences were "exact," they wouid nu more stand before
human passion, and espicialty before hutnan unvy, resentment, and hunger,
thanl flax would stand before flame.

The danger is, in fact, neaIrer te us than many geemn to be aware. Mr.
George and Dr. McGIynn, although they seem te have haul a quarrel, have
!lot abandoneul the Socialistic theuries whieh tbey holul in commen. The
nationalization of th landi inay seuiti to fait short of whiat is calud
Socialism, but it involves the sanie principles ; and it must proceed by
rohbing, or elsu prove a failure. On this 'proposai the Committee of the
Lambethi Conference reinark :" (1) [f fuit compensation were giveni to
the present holders of property, the scheme couid scarcely be realized;
While if fuit compensation were withhield it would becorne one of undis-
Ruised spoilation." Precisely se. The present holders of real estate have,
Ir, many cases, purchaseul the land withi their savings. Tha t property
rePresents labour just as uîuctî as dues a faccory, or as raiiway shares, or

'flney iii one's pooket; and it wuutd lie robbery and nothing else te de-

Prive a man of chat whichi lie hiad purciîased undar the sanction of the iaw,
and for which hie had given the fruit of his toit and self denial. These
truths are se seif-evident that nuthing couid excuse the repetition of them
but the mianifust fact that th(,e are repudiaced or forgotten.

Besides, it is absurd te say ttîat ruai pruperty is tu bu nationaiized and
at the same time personal J)roperty is te be respected. The first coutd be

dona only on the assumlption of a major promise that wouid carry the

second. If it is good for the comnmunity that a certain privilecged few

ShOuld not have the principal claim npon the soul (and no onu has an absoe
luta right over it), then it woutd tbe equaity good that capitatists shoutld be
etieved of their meney, since that coulul be apptied with more ellect

tOwards producing the greatust happinuss of the greatest number by being
C2ast into a conimen f und. Jndeed it is gravely proposed by the autiior of a

book noticed, sume timie age, in1 111E \Vzî,I, tlîat the capitalist mnighit be

giveil the oversiglit cf the tfactury or other institution in which bis iioney
Was invested, and that lie should be paid for his work of overseeiug, but

Shuld recuive ne interest fer his money. Apparentty it did not strike the
lngenjious writer that the holder cf capital mighit, in that case, prefer
8PeIiding his money te investing it. But there is aven a more amusing
view of 5the case, wbhich wilt eccur te those whio reflect that the owner of

ca'pital is net necessarily a ruler or an admninistrator. Tu these who are

tO profit by any such undertaking, it would often be far more profitable te

let the invuster of capital have luisinterest, and a clever manager his salary!

But we must returfi, for a moment, te tbe nationalizatien of the land.

The Report hefore us goes on tu say :"I(2) If Government were able te

acquira just possession cf tbe whote pruperty cf a commnunity, it is difficuit

SO ee hew the affairs of any gruau commercial undertaking ceulul ba con-

4ucted by the Staca er Cumîuons with chu energy, economy,and .sagacicius

forasight which are necessary te secuiri success. " This is a very limpertant
'01sideration. As a matter of fact, State management is a vury expensive

8,ffair, and it is net vury difficuit te understand how it shoulul be se.

Whan) men may make a fertune er lose ene by the conduct of an enter-

Prise they wili watch against waste er extravùaanefl. It is possible that
the future may raise Governmunt officiais wlie will have tlie samne care fer
the public property that they wouid have for their own :we do net duny

evern that such nîay exist sumewhiere at the present moment ; but the

enleraliprsin em o he that they are not very commen. Net leng
490We ereinfrme tht te FÂtih Gverinet furi itcheaper te have

Vessels built by contract than to bu their own builders ; and yut the Gev-

ernmuent had its preperty rent-frue and the contracters made a profit by
their business. 'l'ho mural cf the case is obvious eneugh. And se with

regard te the land. Wa believe the farmers willi unaIe more eut of their

O W'I land, or land for which chey have te pay runt, than they would if

they wure paid a salary te farrm it fer the Statu.

W0 have, as yut, hardly toucheul on the subject of Socialismi preper;

9'nd this mlust be lef t te another paper. But we have ne need te apologize

f0r dweiling upon a subject than which there is none more important or

raora urgent at the prusent momnent. We nîay shut our eyes, or, ostricli-

1'ke3 over our heads, in the prusence Of <danger ; but the danger is near us.

]propets of evil have declared that the first drops ef the deluce are falling,
%114 that seciety will soun bu subinerged. We do net care te prophasy;

but 'wa are bound te Ildiscern the signs cf the times."> Sociaiisma is in

the air. Wall-meaning men, mourning over the miseries of the peor, are

Prorouigatin0 g crudu and ili-coisdered scheines for their relief;- and young
lery~~ f lI f Crisiansenimetal benaevoience and not quite se full

Oe historicai and scientific knowledge, are procamn ido hita

e lsiwhich is scarceiy Christian and is very likely to bu mischie-vous.
Willtry e shw net wek, what the Lambeth Conferenca odm

atnWhaltr t h o etw 
ndm

tic.n ef they approve in the scheines for the improvement of the condi-
oftepeor.

"1ýI inch. cf rain" uneans a gallon of water spread over a surface of
'arly two square f eet, or a faîl of about oe hundred tons on an acre of

To ronto.

S UNSET.

A CALM is on the ocean,
A liush aiong the shore,
The surging hillew's motion,
Is stayud, and cuased its roar.

The liglit of day is dying,
Afar e'er land and sua;
And Nature 's voice is sighing
In dirge-like tonues te me.

Theu art, O man, but mortal,
Thy strength is like the day,
Time opens e'ar lier portai,
To life, daath, and decay.

But oeur tand and ocean,
A flood of giory streamed,
That flred the heart's duvotien,
Like heaveniy radiance gleamed.

The sun's departing splendeur,
Iiluming sky and sua,
Speaking in tonues of grandeur,
Te mankind, and te nie.

Thou art O man, immortal,
Tho, lifu bu liku the day,
Thy spirit through death's portal,
Shall pass te live for aye.

As sunset glory beameth,
On land, and sky, and sua,
Se faith by death reveateth,
Man's immortality.

T. E. MOBERLY.

LONDON LETTER.

IN that part of tha cloisters huionging to the Bluecoat School whera lies
Isabjila, the wolf of France (murderess, beyond a doubt, of peor Edward
II. ; yut she gave ordurs she should ha buried with that dead husband's
huart on hier breast), net far from lier accomplice, Mortimer, and nuar te
an English Princuss, wifu of a Scotch King, I went wandering this after-
neon, waiting for the porter te open for me those dormitories and scliools
whera a hundrad times aiready we have been with Lamb and Hazlitt,
Richardson and Coeridge, gantia Dyar and lovabia Leigh Hunt. The
quadrangias are quita empty and dasertud, for the beys ara now at home,
se ne onu disturbad me as I searched, but fruitiussly, for the hunge foot-
prînts of which Hunt speaks in lis "lReceliections," or idly conjured up the
ghests of those dead lads, rougli succassers te the Mendicant Friars, who
once with rattie of heada and murmur of prayar paced up and down liera
and watclied the drifting rain and tha shafts of liglit, or listanad te the
city hum f rom bayond the shady courts. To the unfulfiuiad dreams of the
rastless, dissatisflad monk, te the incomplets schames of the ambitieus,
pledding schoelhoy, thase Iow arched walis have stoed, silent witnessas, as
Up and down, up and dewn, the dreamers have stroda, the oe with lis
gewn of serge and still grave face, the ether in lis blue skirts and leather
huekie, and his head full of the task8 that must be conquered, of prizas
that must bu won. A King raises lis hand, and the friars ara startied te
find themseives of a sudden liomelass in this great City, whara as they pase
disconsolatu tlirough the streets thuy can sua bayond the open doors of the
dhurcies to the rifled altars, te, the shadowy aisles, giittaring ne longer
with silvar vessais, ne longer ldraped with the warm splendeur of many-
colourad tapestries ; theugh peradventure the bitter resentinent of the
pieus brethren was cooied on haaring of the goed use te whidh thair lest
rafecteries and parleurs, cloistars and catis, wera te ha put. Wisar than
thair centumacieus naighbours at the Chartreuse, a stoe's throw acress the
green fields, the Franciscan Friars in their green robas vanishad quiatly at
the bidding of their sovareign, and the peaceful precinuts over againat tha
New Gate of the city seon swarmed with smaîl Londeners, for whose
benafit "lthat godly royal child, King Edward VI.,,, gave money and lands.
Now, in thair time, having hld the place for over three hundred years,
there is sarieus talfr in higli quarti<s that the blua-coated echotars should
bu sent from eut of the quaint eid spot in the heart of the city, which
echoas with ail manner of delightfui mainories (and te hava oniy an ordi-
nary acquaintanca witli our town is te pessess, as did the fortunata inti-
mates of the Lady Elizaheth Hastings, a "llibarai aducatien "), te soe naw
red brick buildings in the chili, ionely country, wliere the quality of the
air te ha breathed is purar, it is said, thougli I doubt if in the long run it
is any the more lieaithy than that which, blows frash acrosa our parks and
squares. In this opinion the porter, shaking lis kays, fuliy agrees, adding
thare is ne City in the world se waii cared for as London, and ne place
whera aven misdhievous scoilboys are se littie in the way.

.And then the porter and I by slow dagrees go leisuraiy through tha
spacious empty lieuse. First we comae te the great Hall, on the site of the
friars' rafactery, and of the latar Wren building, rabuiit sixty years since,
where the oniy things of interest bayond the four smali oid windows of
stained glass are a Hlbein ef Edward VI. giving the charter te the
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