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Public for whom it would greatly increase the price of Englisli books, the
prospects of its lieing rejected by the Senate are thought to be good, and
thus, in tbe opinion of the Edinburgli Chamber of Commence, the way wiil
lie open for an equitalile international arrangement, beneficial to ail parties.

THE last meeting of tlie great Mission Conference hld a few weeks
Sînce in London, was a pnotest against three great iniquities which are
being perpetrated amongst beathen races iwith the sanction of the British
Government. These are tlie opium trade witb Cbina, tlie liquor tnaffic
witli tlie native tribes in Afnica, and licensed, Government-regulated
Prostitution in connection with the mnilitary in India. The meeting was
lield in Exeter Hall, anti the statements of fact made by the various
speakers justified tbeir warmest denunciations. In regard to the opium
traiffic, a defence of the G-overnment was essayed by a member of the Civil
Service in India, who argued that to put an end to thie opium tnaflic in
China would now lie an impossibility, but bis arguments were met witb
the crusliing rejoinder tliat ahl that was asked of the Goveruiment was that
it should close its opium factonies in India and cease to manufacture and
trade in the pernicieus drug. Rev. H. Grattan Guininess, stated iii
reference to the drink traflic, that in seine cases 700 per cent, profit wats
made by selling tlie villanous stuif, and wliole tribes wene being extinpated
by it. Boys of fourteen or fifteen were paid tbeir wages in drink, and
girls were te lie seen in large numbers lying drunk rouind tbe canteens of
the traders. The Malagasy were being ruined by the samne curse, for
10,000 barrels of ran wene being sent yearly to lialf a million of people.
The samne thîng was going on at Zanzibar. AIl the machinery of civiliza-

* tien was at workç te spread drunkenness. IResolutions condemninT the
opium trade and the drink traffib, and appointing a deputation te wait on1
the King of the Belgians te tlank bis Majesty for the course lie lad pur-
sued in reference te the latter inatter were adopted. A resolution was
aise carried te the éffect that tlie Conference viewed with shame and sennow
the systeni of State-regulated vice in India, and lieped that the Govern-
Ment would vigorously follow up thie recent action of the lieuse of Cein-
Mens. Some of thie medical regulations issued in connection with the
Government management of tliis unspeakalile vice were thouglit iunfit te
lie read at tlie Conference, but samples lave since been publisbed.
Whetlier the representations cf this inflapntial body will have any effect in
iniducing tlie Britishi Government te wasli its biands ef all complîcity in

j Practices se frauglit with evil te tbe aboriginal races, and, in the case et
the last, witî growing danger te thie lives and safety ef the British in
tldia, througl the liatred and resentment ef thie educated natives whicb.
are said te lie lecoming daily more intense, remains te be seen.

SHIOULD the guilt of the dynamite conspinacy against the Burlington
railnoad lie lirouglit bomne te members et the Brotlierhood et Engineers, as
YkOW seems probable, it wili lie greatly te be regretted in the interests of
the Labour erganizations. It would, of course, lie unjust te bld other
Ol'ganizations responsible for the action et tbis particular oee; perhaps it
IlaY lie proved unjust te bold even t;his organization responsible for the acts

of certain of its members. But, nevertheless, the liad odeur et se cruel and
0OWardiy an attempt will lie sure te ding more or less te the wliole body,
an~d wili net fail te excite injurious suspicions against kindred societies [t
13 te lie hoped that thie Brotherhood, as sucli, may lie able te dlean its skirts
Of ail suspicion et complicity, or even of sympatliy, witli methods whidli
*OuId do more te bning Labour unions into discredit, and destroy their
'Usef Ulness within their legitimate sphere, than almost any other cenceivable

Tain werld-wide interest whizh attaches te the meeting of the German
adRussian Eniperors strikingiy' slieývs te how great an extent, even se

late in the nineteenth century, the destinies of Europe are in the bands of
twO Or three individuals. Wliat makes the repnoach te our vaunted

ý04ypraoes stilligreater is the fact that these individuals are nt chosen ly
R4YPr oessofeiternatural or national selectien, but owe tîcir tremendous
POOi othe accidents et lieredity. Should the result of the conference

* be a renewal in some formi ef the triple alliance, Europe will ne doulit
lieat easier for a time, though the pledges et peace wiil pretty surely lie

* Purdhesed at the sacrifice et seme ot the smalier nations. The pnice et
IR tisaf adhesion will, fliere is littie doulit, lie the virtual suzerainty et

* 1.lgaria, and, it is liy ne means likely that Austria'a assent te sucli an
erralIg-e 0 t can be purdhased at any les prico than that et a similar

* S1premacy in Servia. Whether those principalities will bow te the inevit-
abIe, ""cl suifer their liberties and aspirations te lie set aside witlieut a
struggl6s 'is one et the questions whidb help te complicate the probiem.
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France, if hier rulers can spare time fromn duels and other internai excite-
ments, wilI, no doubt, strive liard to avert the isolation witb which she is
threatened, and whicb may be regarded as the prime object of the confer-
ence, but the combinations will probably prove too strong for ber. Whetlier
the young Emperor of Germany will bie content with the proud consciousness
of power as chief arbiter of ail thý destinies involved, or will stipulate
for some more substantial return for bis gond offices, remains to be dis-
covered. On the whole the world lias seldom seen conferences of more
importance, judged by the gravity of the issues wbich. are, to ail seeming,
involved, than those about to take place between the Emperor of Germany
and those of Russia and Austria.

RESORT te the arbitrament of the duel for the settlement of the dis-
pute between Premier Floquet and General Boulanger lias probably
proved disastrous to the latter in more ways than eue. Even should he
recever from the somewhat severe wound inflicted by tlie sword of the
civilian, hoecan scarceiy hope to regain bis former prestige in the eyes of
the people. The idol of the bour has been ignominiously liurled from bis,
pedestal. The would-be-conqueror of Germany and Dictator of France
has been worsted in a broil by a man many years bis senior, and destitute
of bis professional trainin1g. The conclusion drawn from bis lacli of per-
sonal prowess against bis ability to lead the army or rule tbe nation may
be very illogical, but not more so tban the duel itself, to whicli the Frenchi
masses stili pin their faith as a criterion of mnent. It seems impossible
that they can retain their enthusiasmn for the man who bas been thug
humiliated in the eyes of the whole nation. Neitber lis rude insolence
in tbe Chainber non bis vindictiveness in the figbt will, in the face of his
overtlirow, convince the populace tbat lie possesses the stuif cf which
genuine lieomes are made. Boulangisini is pnobably finally discredited in
France.

TH-E working of nesponsible Governnment in Hawaii is developing some
peculiar featunes. At the recent opening of tbe regular session of the
Legislature, King ICalak-awa, who, by the way, is said to bave been spend-
ing bis days for some time past iii disgusting (Irunken orgies with certain
of his followers, at first rcf used to ncad the speech whici liad been prepared
for liim, because it recommended some measures whicli lie did net approve.
lis ministers reudnded liim that, the Goverument being Ilmigiis-
terial," lie ivas not personally responsible, but he continued moody and
obstinate, and wlien finally induced to read the speech, took cane to omit
the passages te wliicb lie objected. The proliabilities are, liowever, that
the Government wiIl go on witbout lieing very greàtly affected by hie per-,
sonal views, wliich, as may be suppo sed, are flot remarkable for intellig-
ence. Should lie lie se ill-advised as to use too freely or vigorouély the
personal riglit of veto wliich is bis in virtue of a recent decision of the
llawaiian Supreme Court, lie would pnoliably find the experiment a rat.her
dangerous one in the present tempen of bis not very loyal or admiring
subjects. The revolution whicli bas been for some tine imminent in the
Islands would bie pretty sure to be precipitated.

¶11E 'WOUNDS 0F A FRIEND.-II.

WE bave already nemarked on tbe generous tome of Mr. Matthew Arnoid'a
comments upen American aflàairs. lie tells us that, two or tliree years ag,90
lie said that " what, in the jargon of thie present day, is called 'the poli-
tical and social problem,. does seem to be solved tliere " - in the United
States-" witli remarkable success.' lHe pointed out tbat "ltie contrast'
wlicb in this respect the United States offer to our own country is, in
several ways, mucli to their advantage."

But Mr. Arnold was startled out of a state of comparative compiacenoy
by the strong language of Sir Lepel Griffin, wlio declared that Ilthere is no
country, calling itself civilized, wbere one weuld not ratlier live thaii in
America, except Rusgia." Certainly, tlien, theuglit Mr. Arnold, one can-
not rest satistied witli admiring thie institutions of tlie United States and,
"their solid social condition, tlieir treedom and equality, their power,

energy and wealtli. One must go funther, go on te examine what in done
tliere towards soiving the buman probleni, and must see what Sir Ilepei
Griffin's objection comes to."1

0f course, every one wlio tliinks at aIl knows the immense diffculty of
forming judgments of any value on subjects so large and complicated. Mr.
Arnold was râo sensible of this difficulty tliat hoe lad seme thouglit of imi-
tating Tlieeplrastus, and putting off tlie discussion of tlie Ilhuman prob-
lem "in America until lie was ninety-nine years et age. But thenhe refleoted
tliat le migbit not ceme near that time of lite ; and alas 1 as we know, ho

JUaY1 gth, 1888.1


