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Ma. GLADST0NE'S cage is a hard one. Subdueci at last by age and toi],
struggling against disease, harassed niglit after night in the lieuse of
Commons by Lord Randelph Churchill and his crew of aristocratie ruffians
-there is noruffianism like the aristocratic-withthe set purposeef breaking
him down, and at home guarded hy policemen against the knives of the
Irish, for wliose sake lie lias been encountering a storin of odium and deeply
imperilling his reputation. as a statesman, lie is at the samne time carrying
a load of care whidli would crusli any ordinary man, and to which. every
day seeins to add fresh weight. That lie was flot tlie man to deal either
witli the Irish or with the Egyptian question, botli of which required a
coarser fibre and a more military cast of mind, may be admitted without
being unmindful of the higli tone of morality whicli in both cases lie lias
preserved, and whicli, wvith regard to the Egyptian question at least, lias
perliaps donc the country a 'greater and more far-readhing service than
would liave been donc by a policy more immediately succcssful but less
moral. Shrinking from territorial aggrandizement and determined te keep
the path cf righteeusness, lielias evidently been very unwilling te accept
at the hands cf destiny the pretecterate cf Egypt. H1e lias desired, appar-
ently, te flad a middle terni in the mile cf Gordon, with whose religious
enthusiasm lie is aise likely te liave great sympatliy, for in lis own
dliaracter tliere is a great deal cf the Puritan rningled with the lligh
Churcliman, and it will be observed that lie gets on extreme]y well with
the Preshyterian clergy cf Scotland. Hie lias, at ail events, made it mani-
fest te aIl but tlie frantic enemies cf England tliat she is net rapacieus
but sincerely dispesed te moderation. liehlas donctliis atthe expensecf, at
ail events, temporary embamrassment and miscammiage, with whidli, liowever,
Parliament lias no riglit te reproach him; for Parliament itself, tomn witli
seifleli and anarchie factions, lias net enly been able te iend ne steady
impulse te the government but lias rcndemed it almost impossible fer
govemnment te take a decided line. Vacillation and inconsistency have
net been confiniec te tlie Cabinet. Thc Pail ifali Gazette, it seems, is new
veliemently deneuncing the Ministry for net premptly deciaring a protec-
terate ; but Mr. Johin Morley, who was tlie edi tor of that journal only a
year age, is net iess veliementiy demanding the evacuation cf Egypt
in the flouse cf Commnons. France, after liaving becn treated by tlie
Engiish Gevernment witli tlie utmost cordiaiity and frankness, and
having, nevertheless deserted lier diplomnatic partner, and left England te
contend singie-lianded with the insurrection cf Arabi and all tlie diffi-
culties whicl easued, is new, as might have been expected, showing
lier jealousy, and api)arently inclined te take a liostile course, tlieugli it is
doubtful liow far the Government shares the feelings expressed by the
journals. That Bismarck is in actual league witi lier is uniikely, but his
object throughout lias beeiî te divert Frencli enriity from Germany te
England, and lie will ne deubt do, without scrupie, whatcvcr may further
that end, There is, hewever, nething for it now, se far a s can be seen, but
te go forward, establisli, with ail possible courtesy towards other powers
and censideration for their reasonable dlaims, a Protectorate, or au effective
contrai cf somne kind, and face the risk, wlatever it may be, setting it
down, witl many other misks, and with mucli bleod shed, and treasure
spent, te thc account cf the Indian Empire. Frendch ambition miay
be satisfied witl tlie prospect cf annexing Syria wherî the Turkish Empire
breaks up, and àt is fortunate that thie filibustering propensity whicl lias
led France te extend lier dominions in thc remote East will, at the samne
time, bind lier ever te keep the peace towards maritime Powers. Yet
there is, perlaps, more danger now cf a collision between England and
France than there has realiy been cf a collision between any two Powers
since the Congress of Berlin, incessant as the rumeurs cf war have been.
War is se, unspeakabie an evil at ail times tliat it seems treason te
humanity even te suggest that there are times when it is less an cvil than
it is at other times, er circumstances in which it brings witl it some sort cf
compensation. But France, by forcing war on Germany, made Germany a
nation. If she should now force war on England, shc may re-animate
British patriotism. The unstrung sinew cf national vigour may be braced
again; faction, demagogism and cant may be swept aside; the course cf
political dissolution may be arrested ; anarchy, in Parliament and cisewliere,
may be repressed; and perhaps genuine worth, at ieast cf a military kind,
may ha cailed by stern necessity te the front, whule stump cratory is sent
te the rear. The nation may find a leader, and thc insoluble Irish problem,
meal danger pressing, may find, like the proei cf South German Dis-
unicnism, a swift and decisive solution.

&,THE Churdi lias done more te degrade woman than ail the other
adverse influences put together." Sudh, accerding te thc New York Time8,
was the declaration with whicl the Nineteentl Century Club was greeted
by Mrs. Cady Stantan, a leader cf Female Suffrage, Co-education, and
the Wcmnan's Riglits mevement generally in the United States. We lave

Iong" ceased te be slocked by anything that can be said agrainst the

Christian Churdli or Christianity, and have made up our minds that tlic3
must stand upon their own monits, testcd by free discussion, or fait. But
surely nething could mark more distinctly than this utterance cf Mrs. Cady
Stanton, the radical cliaracter of the sexual revolution, or more thoroughlY
justify those wlio have tricd te awaken public attention te its aravitYe
and te enforce thc necessity cf fcrccast and deliberation, instead cf lig'lht
gallantry, and careless acquiescence. The Cliristian Cliurch may be, as
Mrs. Cady Stanton appears te think that it is, the orgaii cf a debasing
superstition ; but it lias, beyend question, been thc life and thc formative
force cf Christian civilization, tliat is cf ail that lias hitherto been wortiy cf
tlie name, except thc sliert-lived, narrow, and moraily questionable oiviliza
tien cf Greece and Rome. Notabiy, it lias determîned thc relations cf
the sexes, the iaw cf their union in marmiage, thc special functions cf eac1

in the double life, and the special excellences, distinct tbougli co-equal, te
which ecdl is te be tauglit te aspire. To denounce it, therefore, as a
greater source cf degradation te woman than ail other adverse influences
put tegether, is to sound thc trumpet of doom te thc family, te home, and

te social arrangements generally, as tliey now exist. Mrs. Stanton ol

liardly aver tlat the lot cf lier sex within the pale cf Christendom liad
been wcrse than witliout tliat pale, even taking into account those priviieges
cf wcmen under thc Roman Empire which embodied in the code cf that
time are new lield up te us by the lawyers as the model cf conjugal juris,
prudence. Wliat she and those wlic agree witli lier mean, prcbably, is
tliat thie Christian Clurdi lias uplield thc distinctions cf sex, at thc same
time tliat it lias maintaincd thc moral equaiity cf thc sexes, and that it lia,
confined the duties cf wcmen te dcmestic and private life; and this cannot
be denied. Cînistianity dees not care very mudli for power, wliether
material or intellectuai, seeing that the force cf the miglitiest cf mankinid
compamed witl thc force manifested in the universe is that cf a mer"

pismire; but it cames mudli for pure affection, scîf-devotion, duty, holding

them te be, if anything is, divine. It sees nothing degrading te man Or

wcman in obedience wliere cbedience is neccssary, in respect for thc head-

slip cf tIc family, in ackncwledginent of the guardianship cf affection.
It hlds up net intellectual. ambition, or commnercial success, but muaterflitY
as thc cmown cf wnman. Thc Christian Churel may, at any rate, saY for
itseif, that of ail thc nations given into its liands net one lias perishiedi
thougli some cf tliem, Greece for example, and Spain, have been brought
te death's door by conquest or mismanagement. We are net Vitiout
the means cf conjccturing wliat thc efforts cf thc Woman's Rigîts tIeOrY
wlien put into practice are likely te be upon thc vîtality cf the Angle'
American race. Wliat is now most wanted is a distinct programme
cf thc ncw sexual dispensatiori from thc Women's 1{ights point cf vie,
deaiing piainiy witl thc questions cf maternity and cf thc famiiy. We shah'
tIen be enabled ta cleose deliberately, and withi our eyes open, betWeeîî
thc systcm cf Cliristianity and that whicl is tendered te us in its roo"',

IT might lave been supposed that American journalists, wlien tliey
discovered that tIe Eupposed criticism cf Matthew Arnold on Amndricoft"
character was a loax, wouid have been glad te withdraw thc foui ablIse
whidh, in their parexysm of wounded self-esteern, thiey lad pourd

net cniy on Matthew Arnold hiimself, but on ail Englisli visîtors te
and even on thc Britishi Govemnment and people. At least it iniglit have
been tîcuglît that tliey wonld mark their sense cf the position cby their
silence. Instead cf this they "lieerfuliy reiterate " wliat tîey cal' their

"denunciation cf distingtuisîcd Eng-lisî beggars " and desire us te belie"0

that it was written with full knowledge of the loax, and] as thc expressiona
cf a delibemate opinion. Pcrlaps, indecd, it was tee much te expedt ithe
tlose wlo, after receivinig eminent men witli every outward mark If
respect and Icspitaiity could tumu round and revule their late gus es
Ilbcggars " and Iltramps» would have thc grace te rctmact injurious utter-
ances, or ta wisl ta undo a social wreng. Emerson iectured in Enigaid'
received "Ic he .- gnition cf private liospitality," and afterwamds wrote freeiY

about Englisl dliaracter, liabits and institutions. Was le a Iltramp "en
a I bcggar 1 " Is lospitality sliown te men cf eminence onily tliat it niay
be repaid by tlcm in flattery ? Hcwcvcr, ail this is cf littie colnscqunlce'
WIat is cf more consequence is tliat the moral drawn by THE WrESI fr011

'

tîese revelations cf American feeling at thc time cf tîcir occurrence 5ghlIl

be laid te Icart by tîose wlio are concemncd, and tliat Englisli ",tramps,»
and Ilbeggars " wlicn engaged ilu "replenishing tîcir exhausted purses,
in thc States, instcad cf Ilmecciving tIc recognition cf a private Icspitalty'
te whicl apparently somcwhat oncreus conditions are attache(], s1ouid
lencefortl pay tîcir awn hotel bis. TIen thcy will be at liberty te saY Whae
tliey tîink truc. At ail events tliey lad better keep clean cf tIc Il irritable

race," and cloose the hospitable roof cf tIc Amnerican man cf business,

wîo is nat rendcrcd preternaturally sensitive by rivalry witli Eng1lîsh
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