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Companies, and the wear and tear oni the track is infinitesimal. An
actual additional expense inicurred in the conveyance of this extra traffic is
that attendant upon the slight labour of booking at the junction station at xvbich
it joins the interme-diate line. In the case of the Grand Trunk, there are
the charges conseque2nt on the running of the engin-ýs and cars engag-ed in the
service, bcyond what they xvould be if they xvere idle, and the empty back
mnileage wbere the East bound traffic is largely in excess of the West bouind.

While the tendency of excess in population and passenger traffic is to "lgo
West," the present excess of population resident i the Eastern States and
Europe, create a demand for greater quantities of the products of the WTest
than the lesser populations of the West require of tbe manufactured products of
European and Eastern markets. It is therefore evident that on the trunk lines
there is a large excess of merchandise carried Eastward compared with that
Westward bound.

'Flie large space which manufactured articles going West occupies In pro-
portion to the weiglit is very much at variance xvith. the solid commodities going
East-sucb as grain, four, meats, and even with live cattle and hogs. Again,
in taking into consideration the actual working expenses of moving sncb an
aggregate of weiglit as that carried by the Grand Trunk the last five years-
about three thousand five hundred millions of tons one mile-it should be
remernbered that in carrying the sanie xveight and class of articles tbe same
distance, in even the saine car, the expense varies considerahly xvben tbe traffic
goes in different directions, as the varying gradients of the ie enable engines
to haul many more cars to a train load over some districts than would be
hauled on other portions of the saine railway. Th'le working expenses of
different sections of a railxvay are also affected in a different ratio by climiatic
influences ; so that the excess traffic carried in later years varies in almo ct
every particular from the traffic of preceding years. The local xvas then mu ch
greater, and general results show that each ton of freight xvas in former years
hauled a mucb shorter distance, which would, of course, make the average
expense more then for unloading and loading, and the samie cartage expense is

ncurred upon a ton of freight, wbether it is carried 5 miles or 500 miles.
I have alluded previously to the hopefulness of the prescrnt situation. Tbe

presidents of the principal trunk lines hiaving agreed-after appointing perma-
nent arbitrators-that rates shail be maintained, and perhaps even the great
monopolist Mr. Vanderbilt may learn by sncb significant facts as the reduction
in rate of the dividend of Michîigan Central, and the recent decline in the
market price of tbe stock of that Comnpany, that the grasping policy hie is
pursuing may culminate in the wreck of bis own fortune and those who are
associated with him in bis enterprises.

Mr. Vanderbilt being the controlling proprietor of the New York Central
Railway, bis interest is paramounit in maintaining the dividend at its presenit
rate of eight per cent. An article in the North Ainerican Review for February
states that the dividends for six years to 1877 amounted to nearly forty-three
million dollars ; but that in the statement of receipts, after particularising the r
different itemï xvbich usually appear as Il railxvay revenue," there is a "l miscel-
laneous" in the six years amounting to nearly six million dollars of the entiren
earnings. The xvriter continues: Il Vben the stockholder puts bis dividend
check in bis pocket hie bias the satisfaction of knowing that more than thirteen
per cent. of it consists of a miscellaneous and mysterious receipt, wvhich the
Company declines to ' specify in detail.' With rare exceptions, either in thisr
country or in England, have Directors been found-no matter how important g
their titles or their families-wbo could, or would, safely and honlestly, admninis-

ter the business of great corporations, unchecked and uncontroled, by complete
and absolute publicity, both in general and detail. Absolute knowledge andh
unlimited publicity can aîone prevent such disasters as have recently in England
been so great as to paralyse private credit and to beggar wvhole classes of tI
people xvho trust everything to the respectable naines of those controlling tbeir P
property." 0

The Grand Trunk is now, I believe, on the point of achieving that for W
wbich Presidents and Managers bave worked and planned for years. If at the h
time when the gauge ivas changed, more additionaî capital had been raised, E
and the control of one of the several routes to Chicago secured, tbe complaintsa
wbich bave been uittered against Mr. Vanderbilt monopolizing the best traffic w
would neyer bave been heard ; and there doubtless would bave been an under- s
standing corne to with the Great Western beneficial to both Companies. As P'
far back as 1861, Sir Edward Watkin ardently wished to niake Chicago the ai
western terminus of the Grand Trunk, and bis earîiest work was to concentrate
the management of the Great Western and Grand Trunk Companies under vc
one head, wbich was, howeyer, frustrated-as have been ail attempts since of a U
similar character-by the opposition of the Great Western Directors. His fo
connection terminated after hie bad rescued the line from the chaos and bank- di
ruptcy which appeared to imminently threaten it wben bie was caîîed to tbe
rescue. During bis Presidency the undertaking emerged from the position of is
a local bine to become a portion of one of the through trunk bines by the co
acquisition of the Buffalo and Champlain Railways which led to the subsequent tic
erection of the International Bridge across the Niagara River at Buffalo. Sir alI
HIenry Tyler, in succeeding to the Presidency, brought to the work great en

ability and zeal, and in conjuniction xvith the very capable and energe tic
Genieral Manager, who seerns to live in order that he may work for the
Grand Trunk, xviii, doubtiess, succeed in putting the raiiway in a position to do
its own business direct witli the great shippers of the WVest. It is likely that in
a fexv ieeks Mr. Hickson wîll have made the final arrangements by wliidî the
Grand Trunk w ili become one of the great througli lnes of this continent, coni-
manding traffic for the markets of Europe and the Eastern States of North
America.

IS THE COUNTRY SATISFIED?

No. III.

A few weeks ago 1 commenced in the CANADIAN SPFCTeAlOR a series of
articles with above heading. If sucbi a question l)rovoked a negitive ansiver
then, I do not hesitate to affirmn that subseqiient political events still more
emiphatically corroborate and sustain the charges already made in relation to
the newv tariff.

In passing from one i)ranch of commerce to anotber, one finds even the
National Policy men tbemnselves dissatisfied, and the general trading comimunity
e\pressing unqualified disapproval and an increasing instead of diminishing
hostility.

But as special illustrations drawvn from this exhaustless topic are preferable
to general anathemas, I xviii again take up one l)articffiar item, this tile that
which is broadly known as tbe crockery business, and see bowv the new regime
xvorks in this important and tîseful line. At the outset xve are met by tbe old
obstruction in the way of aIl taxation of imports, namnely the difficulty-I may
almost say impossibility-of correct classification of goods. I find that in
England the Nortb Staffordsbire Chainber of Commerce hias already memnorial-
ised the Secrerary of State for the Colonies respecting the effect at home of the
present Canadian tariff on manufactures of earthenware. In reply Sir Michael
Hicks-Beach mentions that lie had also been in correspondence xvitb the earth-
enware manufacturers of Scotland on the saine 'subject-a fact showing the
wide-spread nature of the trouble caused by the sage legisiation of the
Dominion Governinent. As it ivas then explained to these Staffordshire gen-
tlemen : By the provisions of the tariff, Ileartbenware and stoneware, brown
or coloured, and Rockingbam ivare, are subject to a duty of txventy-five per
cent. ; and earthenware, white granite or ironstone ware and C. C. or cream-
coloured ware to a duty of thirty per cent. ; wvbilst upon china and porcelain
and aIl other unenumerated classes the duty is twenty per cent." Sir Michael
goes on to explain that Ilthe bigber rate is charged upon the cornmonest kinds
of eartbenware, or suchi as can be and' are produced in Canada, and the lower
ipon sucb as can only be obtained frorn other coutntries."

Now, as a matter of fact, none of the white granite or creami-coloured ware
vhich pays the prohibitive duty Of 30 per cent. comes from the Linited States,
ior can it be made here ;for the reason, that the glaze and body xvhich forrn
bie distinguishing characteristics of these hunes are stubstances wbich are not,
[or will be produced on this side of tbe Atlantic.

The Collector of Customns at this port (Montreal> lias also lately received a
ommunication from several importers and extensive dealers in crockery,
elative to the unjust legislation by whicb they are now made to stîffer. It is,
reatly to be feared, bowever, that sncb remonstrances, unless made in some
trong form to our House of Commons, and emanating from Great Britain, xviii
leet the fate of all other grievances and complaints that will not cease to be
earcl so long as the presenit iniquitous tariff remains in force.

The uinconscionable principle wvhicb underlies the method of imposing
ixation on this class of goods is the saine as bias already been shown to
ervade almost the entire system,-tbe grinding of tbe p~or at the expense
f the ricb. It is needless to remark flhat there is flot a house, not a room,
bich does flot furnish. its quota in the demand for crockery of some sort; and
ere ive have tbe barbarity of rating the uiseful and indispensable bies of
nglish earthenware no less than thirty per cent., while fancy Frencbi goods are
dmitted at two-thirds of that amounit. Following the saine mIle, the mechanic's
inter overcoat, and the heavy beavers worn by the labouring man, are now
îbjected to a heavier duty than the costly fabrics which go to make up the
rincipal part (I amn compelled to believe> of somre of our aspiring politicians
id irresponsible dandies around towvn.

Mr. Tilley lately addressed a meeting at Manchester, at whicb hie endea-
ured to prove that the Tarif xvouîd be a benefit to Engîand as against the
nited States. Sncb a position is utterly untenable, and was resorted te, Ony
r the purpose of allaying tbe natural irritation felt in the mnanuifacturiiig
stricts, or perbaps to render possible the floating ,oF the Canada Pacifie boan.

I maintain the justice of my original charge, that almost the entire Tariffi
antagonistic to the interests of Great Britain, no matter what other SPECTATOR
rrespon-1 ents, who carefully veil theinselves in the secresy of heathen appella-
nis, may say to the contrary. I arn glad to see that this injustice is patent to
rigbt thinking men across the water ; and that Mr. Cowan bias received great

couragement on bringing the whoîe matter before the Imperial Parliament.
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