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DEFECTS OF THE ONTARIO LEN LAW.

IN pursuance of
a conversation
which the writer
had recently with
aweli-known deal-

er in builders' ma-
- terials at Toronto,
j the latter has con-

tributed from his
own experience

material
uate protec-

present Lien

, Torontq
pertv fro

man and who informed me that lie intended to loan the
money. When the goods had been delivered and the first
payment should have been made, the lender backed down.
It was only then that I discovered that there was an
agreement referred to in the Registry office between the
original owner of the land and the contractor. This
agreement at first was not to be fonnd, but afterwards
through my promising to assist in trying to obtain a
loan, it turned up. It then appeared that under this
agreement if the contractor did not pay down the whole
of the purchase money within a short period that he
forfeited all interest in the property. My lien was reg-
istered and carried into court, and I closed the case.
The original owner of the land stepped in, completed
the houses, and the labourers and material men lost
everything.

In another case a contractor bought material from
me to the amount Of $700 on the strength of the state-
ment that his mortgage was arranged. At the time he
gave me his contract for stone, lie promised me the
contract for bricks, lumber, lime and cernent. I con-
firmed the stone contract by letter the next day, soie
days later secured the brick contract and confirmned this
by letter, and later on I also secured the lumber contract.

No money was forthcoming when promised and to
protect myself 1 filed a lien. The case came up at Os-
goode Hall, and then it became known that a well-known
gentleman of Toronto was at the contractor's back, and
much to my surprise the defence was that as the con-

Sses, and as the contractor appeared to
under the thumb of his backer, I con-

isary, notwithstanding he was defendant
subpoena him, lest he miglit not be on
case was called. I personally went with
ty to the contractor's house. At the in-
>resence of the third party, the contrac-

iy statements.
given in my

On further


