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INCAPABLE MERCHANTS.

To The Editor of the Monetary Times.
Si,-I observe a paragraph in your issue

the 15th inst, referring to the failure of a har
ware firm in Lindsay, with liabilities of #14,00
and assets 88,000, in which the remark is mac
that as they were not known to have made an
large losses, it is difficult to account for t
deficiency. I claim to be somewhat famili
with the hardware trade of Lindsay, havin
been connected with it for a good many yearE
and I trust you will pardon me for trying t
show the evil results that have followed th
trade in that town, through the downright foll
of large and reputable wholesale houses, in su
plying goods to people whohave only a very limite
knowledge of the trade. The firm in question
I muet say, did more to demoralize the hard
ware business of Lindsay, ruin themselves, an
assist to rumin others in the same line., by thel
recklessness in selling goods at and a long wa
under cost, than ever was known in the histor
of the place.

Before this firm commenced business, " cut
ting " was scarcely ever heard of among th
hardware dealers, but from the day the firs
now bankrupt, opened out their stock, goods hav
been sold in that town at prices no man coul
live on and continue to meet his liabilities
Consequently, I maintain, wholesale houses wh
supply goods, and continue to supply them t
such people, do more to destroy the legitimat
retail trade than the many irresponsible youn
men with conceit enough to imagine they car
carry on a large business successfully by tha
wretched practice of " cutting." Let any on
nquire into the past history of the hardwarE
traae of the town of Lindsay, and see the resuit
that have been brought about by such firme ai
the one whose career is now ended. A town wit
a population of only 5,000 inhabitants, having
already (when this now celebrated firm com.
menced business) three respectable hardware
stores, and two other general stores keeping
hardware, was not the place for a wholesale
house to encourage two young men with scarcely
any capital, and only a smattering knowledge o
the trade, possessed by one of the members of
the firn only, to commence business in. No
other result could follow. No one can or dare
deny the fact, that this firm sold goods at prices
which were a po itive loss from the beginning.

I will do yonng the men the credit to say I do
not believe they have saved the amount of the
deficit. I do not think they have acted

crooked," in putting money in their pockets,
they lost money every day they were in business
by selling goods below cost. The firme that
supplied them are more to blame than they are.
I trust you will pardon me for taking up so much
of your valuable space in endeavoring to point
out where trade k injured by the carelessness or
stupidity of wholesale houses.

I amn, &c.,
ONETHAT wAs INJURED."

Sept. 18th, 1882.

THE MONTREAL EXHIBITION.

The weather last week was most unfavorable
for the Montreal Exhibition ; indeed there were
only two days that could be called fine out of
the nine during which it was open. Thereceipts
show that 60.000 visitors passed the turnetiles,
and the total sum realized, including the sale of
restaurant privileges, etc., will be about $18,000
against $24,000 last year. We now proceed to
note a few of the more important and interest-
ing exhibits. That of Messrs. D. Morrice & Co.
of Montreal was one of the largest and most
complete on view, and to any strangers, muet
have given a very good idea of the dimensions
to which the manufacture of textileshas attained
in Canada. This firm represents some forty-two
mills, and samples of their products were here
displayed in great variety, including cottons of
varions kinds, among which we note Canton
fiannels of excellent quality, made at Hochelagaand dyed at Valleyfield ; weeds, blankets, under-
clothing, hosiery, yarns, quilts, etc., all evidene-
ing goodness of quality and excellence ofmanu-
facture.

Messrs. Wm. Parks & Son., of St. John N.B.,make their usual good display of knitting oot-
tons, goods most favorably known, also carpet
and beam warps, sail yarn, apron cheeks, etc.,and have added some eight or ten firet prizes
b their list of laurels, among them being a prize
for best general display.

In unbleached sheetings the Chambly Cott
Gompany-a concerni u operation but a fe
moth, and for which Messrs. Rankin, Beatt
& Co. are agents-take first prize, a fact greatn their credit. This company began businei
in quite a modest way, but is already puttino in increased driving powers, new lorn and- machinery.

o, The only spool cotton exhibited is that cde Messrs. Clapperton & Co., Messrs. Wm. New
y Co. of Montreal being the Dominion agenthe Their exhibit is highly commended, and awarde

ar a diploma.
g The Canada Jute Co. of Montreal, Banewl
s, established enterprise, make their deb n1ho year, and show specimens of their manufacte turies in jute, linen and cotton baga and sack
y for grain, sat, flour and many other articleE
p- Their goods have called forth favorable commen
d generally.
n The Canada Worsted Company of Quebec aisd make their opening bow, having ouy recentl
d got into operaîion. Their exhibil hae yatracte
ir much attention, and judges have expressed ver
y favorable opinions as to the quality of thelry goods; some little roughness of finish will doubiless disappear as the machinery gets intt- moother working order. They also shew yarnae hosiery, etc., taking several first pnizes.
m As already noted, the display of Canadiaie made carpets was .much admired, the patternEd showing good taste and the colore being goods The Elora Carpet Company oarried off fir
ro prize.
oc Messrs. C. F. Beauchemin & Co., of Marievill
e Que., made a very interesting show of wool ba l
g i all stages of manufacture, for which th.
n receive a first prize.
t Turning from this section, we find in th
e annex a very fnll and complete display of etovei
e castings, saws, brase goode and hardware gener
s ally, which fully equals that of th.previone
s years- We cannot afford the space to gei uh details, but can only mention Wm. Clendinning,
g the Oshawa Stove Co., and the McClary Mfg. Co. of London, as being prominent among the stove
e manufacturers. In brass goode, Messrs. B
g Mitchell & Co. make a brilliant show, which is
e one of the features of this section, their chande-
y liers, car lampe, etc., being much admired
f They also exhibit a "chime " of five mteam
f whistles for the Trent Valley Paper Mille. ThMontreal Saw Works make apvery effectiveexhibit of some 150 saws of all kinde, catrying

off allbthe honore.
In plate and fancy glass, also in white leadand colore ground in oi, Messrs. A. Ramsay &Son take the lead, as álso do Messrs. Ramsay,Dodo & Co. in varnishes and oils, besides anextra prize for painters' knives and generai

supplies.
In the leather section there wae a very gooddisplay, though the keen compeiion in eagerbelting ithat marked laso year was absent.Messrs. Robin & Sadlier, of Montreal, showed

an excellent assortment, among others being twolarge bellsof 32 and 26 inches, respectively, forthe St. John, N.B., Cotton Go. This firm tockseveral first prizes, with a speciai prise forbelting used in machinery hall. The moroccoleathers showed by Mooney & Son were remark-able for their satin-like finish and delicate color-
ing, and were highly commended. In commonleather, several Quebec tanners came strongly othe front, Mr. F. Gourdeau taking quite a num-ber of prizes. In rubber belting and rubber
goode generally, the Canadian Rnbber Companytake their usual prominent position. Theyshew two large belte of six ply, 250 feet long and22 inches wide, and are now engaged upon themanufacture of an immense one, to be 1,900 feet
long, and to weigh five and a half tons.,In Machinery Hall considerable empty spaceremained. The "Brown " engine, manufac-tured by the Thomson & Wiliams Mfg. (o.,
supplied the power as in previons years. Themost striking novelty was the Parker automatic
spool machine, which was built by Meurs. R.Gardner & Son of Montreal, which firm i now
manufacturing another of the same pattern for
the Messrs. Coats, of Paisley. ,

Among the specialties, perhaps the most in-teresting exhibi was tihat of the Mount Royal
Milling & Mfg. Co., which made a full display of
rice and its varions preparations, showing the
grain as imported by them in the husk, and in
all its various stages of manufacture. Theywere deservedly awarded a bronze medal.Another exhibit, always surrounded by a curiousand much interested crowd was that of theBrazilian Government, which showed some 70varieties of coffee, tapioca, samples of cottonwhich were highly spoken of as superior to that

MONTREAL MARKETS.

MONTREAL, 27th Septr., 1882.
The Exhibition is over. It brought a large

number of strangers to the City and the whole-
sale trade as a rule has been active. Dry Goode
merchants have had as much to do as they
could attend to, and the retail trade have algo
done a good stroke of business. Grocers did
not reap so much benefit, having received the
Country orders from the Travellers who have
so recently left the Country merchants. Ex-
citement is running high on sugars and syrups,
and as stocks are down very low, higher prices in
the immediate future are looked for. Leather
ie quiet. Ashes decining. Breadstuffs are
lower but not much Aoing. Weather again fine
and favorable for farming operations.

Asim.-Pots-The higb hpces which have
been ruling for some time past have at length
given away, the reaction begas lasv Wednesdayand now Pots are quoted at 5,60 t 5.70. mai-ket closing weak. Pearls-0 160n rto.70c. r
have changed hand d 'n yone ortwo bies.
nominal. Receipts forh. pa week were Pote
210 bris. Pears 2 bris.; deliveries for the same
peiod Pets 208 bris.; Pearls 7 brIs. Stock at
present in store Pots 410 brIs.; Pearls 18 bris.

BoOTs AND SHoFs.-Manufacturers still busy
completing Fall orders, a fair amount of sorting
up business was done during the exhibition week
at oulside prices, which we quote for the pre-sent. Men's Thick Boots wax $2.50 to 83.50;
do split do $2.00 to 12.25; do KipBoots 82.50 to $3.25; do Calf Boots, pegged,13.75 ; de Kip Brogans 81.35 to $1.40 ; do split do11.00 to 1.10; do Buff Congress 12.10 to12.25; do Bu #and Pebbled Bals. 12.00 to $2.40;
do split do 11.50 to 11.75; Shoe Packs 11.10 to$2.10; Women's Peb. and Bui Bals. 11.15 to

~~1
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on from the Southern States, raw sugar, castor
w beans and the tallow plant, and-most interest-
tie ing to the ladies-the most exquisite of artificial
ly flowers, made altogether from feathers.
ss
ng
d -As an instance of the obstructiveness of

noble lords and other aristocrats, the followingof incident in the history of the London & Bir-
& mingham Railway is given. The House of
s. Commons had passed the bil, but an attempted was made to defeat it in the House of Lords.

A noble lord thus questioned a witness:
Y " Do you know the name of Lady Hastings'

ci place ?
How near to it does your line go?

s Taking the look out of the principal rooms
nt of the house, does it run in front of the principal

roomsIp
o How far from the bouse is the point where ity becomes visible ?
d ould the engines be heard in the house atY that distance ? (about a quarter of a mile.)
r Looking to the contry, is it not possible that
Sthe line could be taken more than half-a-mile
o from the residence of Lady Hastings ?
' Can it be of any great importance whether

n the goode arrive in dve or six hour or in one
s hour ?,o
d. We need not quote any more, especially after
it that last one. Many railways had to be aban-

doned through dread of the expensive opposition
e thatwas threatened iu Parliament, amongsta which the Great Western le was successfully
y opposed by the landowners, eeconded by theheads of Eton College, under the plea that"it
e would tend to impair the character of the
eo echolars !"-

s -One of the regular exercises at normalechools, says the Boston yournal, is writingwords from dictation and giving their meaning.
' One of the words givenu out was "hazardous,"

which the young lady pupil spelled " hazardess,"
l and defined "a female hazard. "

$-During the month of August the sunm of
. 1483,957 was deposited in the Post OfficeSavings Banks of Canada. There was at thee credit of depositors on the sane date the sume of $9,915,218.77.

kCommercial,


