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STUDIES IN ENGLISH LITERATURE.

LITTLE: J.%cK otN:.
HIN poenî is of suclî exceelin murnt, that wlherever theT Eolsh tonînm. k spoe.h kiowni and admired.

Pcerhaps thiere is no poetical %vork wbich lias liccî so
extcîîsively mieniorii.cd. Its auîliorslîiip k ulîcertain. but the
use of iaiiic icîrameter.z aîîd trinieters arrangcd altcrnately
as in Slhcllcv*s '4 Cltj'uii'' has led soinc to attribute this Po0cm
to that hrilliant gcnius, but cireful investigation proves that
the pienî is of a ninch carlier date. Indeed, it may more
reZtsoîîably, be supposed that ibe music of these rhyn1es,
flimiliar to Shelley front childhood, niay have ivrotiglit iii
inii an unconscious imtitation.

Perhaps the grentest ebanîn (if titis poein consists iii the
graphic lescription of the liero imnself. bis environmient,
oCcupation, ctîdeavor and success. Our synîpathy ks
particularly attracted by thc fact. ihai the biero, .1s an1
individual: %vas îlot différent front ihe ordinary type of man
-lie was Il /i/c'-l old thai titis comprebiensive terni

Ineans that ini moral and mental calibre lie wvas not gifted
l>evon<l others, and tbat anv success lic aclîieved was miot the
necessarv resui of unusual'inteliectual cndowmnîi.

Nor were bis circumistances exceptional. Indeed, we
înav suppose tiat his lot wvas castin sortie obscure place
%vhire lie never came iii contact viti ihe stiniulaiing activity
of ciiy liCe, %viîlî its chances of attaininig to riches, honor, o'r
ai icast distinction -lie si in a corne-. " It nia' be that
lbc was hanipered b- poveriv. lac], of education, Nvitliout
frie,îds or influence, and manv, w~hile contenîplaîing the
mnan and the cranmpcd sphere iii wilîih lie nioved, %vould
haive said, Il Lt is impossible ilbai ibis Man's life-story should
ever heconie a ihenme for poets, or an inspiration to others.
He is. and %vill continue to l>e, whaî circunistances have
mnade hirn."

%Vc now conte to the îlîird division of this remarkalîle
pOCni-" e,itixný, lus C'hrisfizas pie ,"-ltlhougli our lîcro's
lot in life is humle, nav, b>- sonie, nîay be deenied liard and
miîlovely, yet he is nt witlii compensations ,and just here
lie stands as a representative ofcomllon humanit ', for there
are noue whose life is so bare, but iliat by him leasure and
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gratification iii soute degree is expenieîîced, and here, once
More, is shown tlie consunimate genius of tlhe poet in
clîoosing as a type of happîness, that wlîich is the dominant
<:hord in tlie scnte of nian's affections-I ceatin" lus Ghl-ist-
mas Aie." WVbicli of thie poets - Shakespeare not excepted
- bas rcaclied thus, wiîb ilirce simple words, tlie innermiost
feelings -as it %vre? Now note the noble dircîness and
nervous Saxon of thc following verse- "lIfe sludk i his

thm. Xiîat a moral lesson is here! To conceive, to
ivili, t? (Io in thtis %vise s uîot possible to alI, we cannoi aIl
he l ack H-orncrs, but ive can bec inispîred to shake ofi' the
silacklcs of a liollow conventionality, and lienccforth, where
we have imed ai havîing a finger i every pie iii tbe
* omiunity, Ici us now stick our thumbs in also. Perclîauce

b>' s0 doing. we nîay risc liigli ini political, commnercial or
social status-we îoo nia>' secure a plîum. In the last verse
tif the pocn, agraiti the niarvellous insiglît of the poet iuîto
humati iature ov-erwiielins us wvith astonishment, -He szaid,

Il Yu'al a ..,oe'd bor am, I.-' Here is vocdthe universal
mental attitude of ihat superior auîd important portion of the
universe, somnetimes desiguiated, "lords of creation." It
lias lîeen advanced 1», ait enment crîtic that titis poemn niust
be a nmoderni production, as tibis nmanly conviction could
oîily have been tlîus frankly cxpressed by a TForonto school-
mnaster. luit titis, wc thlik, is wvandering front h dona o
truc criiicismn int tliat of niec conjecture. A4. Bli-nie.

you,ç;xý. - %Vell, of aIl1 nonsense, itis talk of fcllotvs
always dropîîiîg on thecir kneces %vl)eîi iiev propose is ilie
greatesi trash ? I donit believe an>- mani would niake stucli
a1 fool of liiimsclf!'

BEE.I'NÎlAIR.-"' Uni-Dhd )-on ever pîropose to a girl P"
No.
WVell, Just von ivait, old mian, tili v-ou it aîîîn to have

an tc\Ierîellce of iliat kind and scc bow y-our knees feel ' I
luet ilicv7ll lic so wcak auîd sliakey yoti*ll lie glad to faîl on
tlieni-,imine f:îirlv rattlcd ?",
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